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By M arian Burros
W a s h in g to n  P o s t  S t a f f  W ri te r

Asbestos fibers, which are 
found.in  thousands of prod­
ucts from  food to building 
insulation, have been discov­
ered in nine of 19 body and 
baby powders studied by re ­
searchers a t Mt. Sinai Hos­
pital ir. New York.

Asbestos can cause me­
sotheliom a, a rare form  of 
chest and abdom inal cancer, 
and asbestosis, scarring of 
lung tissue. In 1972 Dr. Wil­
liam J. Nicholson of Mt. Si­

nai reported  tha t these dis­
eases caused nearly 40 per 
cent of the deaths of New 
York-New Jersey asbestos 
workers.

Dr. Irving J. Selikoff of 
Mt. Sinai, a leading expert 
on occupational disease, 
said, “We do not know a 
safe threshold level for a 
carcinogen like asbestos.’" 
Once asbestos fibers en ter 
the body, he said, they stay 
there.

R esearchers at Mt. Sinai’s 
D epartm ent of Environm en­

tal M edicine tested one sam­
ple each of 19 body and 
baby powders. A rthur M. 
Danger, head of the physical 
sciences section of the de­
partm ent, said nine samples 
contained asbestos fibers in 
quantities ranging from “2 
to 20 p e r cent.”

The powders with the 
g rea test concentration of as­
bestos fibers, ranging from 8 
to 20 per cent, were Z3T 
Baby Powder with baby oil, 
Cashm ere Bouquet Body

Talc, Coty A irspun Face 
Powder and Rosemary Talc.

Bauer & Black Baby Talc, 
which is no longer on the 
m arket, had a 15 per cent 
concentration of asbestos fi­
bers, the researchers found.

Sm aller am ounts of asbes­
tos fibers—under 5 per cent 
— w ere found in Faberge 
B rut Talc, Yardley Invisible 
Talc, Yardley Black Label 
Body Powder, M ennen 
Shave Talc and English 
L ea ther A fter Shave Talc.

See POWDER, A7, Col. 1
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