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Sprmgfield are considered “hazardous
wdste” by state and federal authorities, who |
, ested- the, waters for specifi¢ -
pollutants repm‘tedly dumped by ‘the.

has ™ been chemlcally contarﬁmated,,«,*and 323
‘hazarddus chemiicals ' may have travelcd
“surface, and_ ground waters .throughout

company. As areésult, the Jocal. envrrcmmqnt hi :

southwestern. Massachust:tts and northem s

£

Monsanto is- the fourth largest chemxcal
compdny in the Umted States, earning - $2§5
“mpillion. in proi“ ts last year on .sales of $6.6.
billion, The company is the largest'domestic -
manufactuyer of aspirin, produces.‘‘Lasso,”
&5 he rsgﬂmg agncultural herbicide. in
, and- is' responsible for the
dcvempmem of “*Astroturf”’ symhetlc Jawn.

Until - 1976, it "was the only domestm "
manufacturer of ... polychl@rmated
Lt i ‘ i biphenyls, or PCBs. The company also
of those’c’hemxcals buned"m ;

produces . 245T an ingredient of “the
comroversnal Agent Orange defohant
- Monsarto .. is "divided- into - four. major
divisions which E@)gether Opefate 64 plants in
the U.S..and 86 in other countries.’

Two of-the !argest plants-in its Plastics

and Resms Dlwsxon are locatedx\on “the .

banks of the: Chicopee Rwer i Sprmgfxeld
The Smmgheld and Bnrcham ‘Bend Plants
torm‘ a, glant -chemical ¢pmplex -of 99 -
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Reseafroh Jor: thrs story was sponsoréd m

' breakmg tizrough the walfs of, . .
‘onsan(o’s spux‘hwast dmnp >’I‘he swampy g

day, ﬁstlng. coroded drurns are

-

.

4

bunldmgs, storage. tanks and. pther struatures :

that sprawl over 328 acres, gnmarﬂy in the
neighborhood calied lndxan Orchard. More -

— e et s bnrd o

- part. by the Fund for Investigative Journa‘ll‘y_m ]

‘WetlgriditRiatFeaches the'b i
in Washmgton, n.c, A o Yo i mc ex the base of thealls

than IQO 000 people live wntym five miles of
d;s‘cf d- tmd cavered wu‘[; purticdlafes, : . :

See Monsanto‘ Page 6
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‘Chicopee and Ludlow,

i Area native Richard J. Mahoney, who

began working at the Springfield Plant in

‘1965, was recently appointed President of: -

! the Monsanto Company. The Springfield

‘plant employs aboui 1,500 workers and

producesplashcreemsandﬁlmshkeﬂlatusedm

lautomobrle gafety ‘glass.” Although “Mon- - -

santo has a relatively good reputation for
isafety, it . has,, apparently routmely.
mlsmanaged its hezardous byproducts in
nSprmgﬁeld with . a resultaut rmpeet on a
+ much larger‘ _dired. "The oompanys ‘deeds

{ raise sehoug quesuons at'd time when the‘

,need for?strict” envn'onmental regulatnon is
' the subject of national debaé; .50 T *

*4‘

"Whtle not w:shmg to downplay the
seripusness of the hazardous waste site
problem or the need to enact properly.
Jocused. legislation, our own’ studies,
\indicafe *that .the- magnitude of this
' “problem has been greatly exaggeraled,
“both as to the number of sites.and the
“emr of .corrective action. oo
"~ Testimony onf:Behalf of the’ C(zemwal
Manufacturers Assoc. Giyen by Dr: Louis -
Fernandez, lce»Chalrman of Monsdnio
Company, ‘Beforé the Senate Finance
Comuitittee on September 14, . 1980
- [“Supetfund”Henrmgs] y

Chemrcal plants create some prodicts thét
companies never advertise. Process . waste,
spent solvenis and contaminated cooling .
water are disposed of as qutetly and cheaply
as possible.

Vv

, E arly maps of 'Mohsento
Spl‘mg)‘“ Teld propert y'show the

>,
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wet '

dump’! kgttleholg was originglly déep .

“ enough fo-cul into the Water lable One

Yo

" expert believes the bottoin of the hole
may have been six feet below the water table.

-

‘-

that lel‘t—gver junk's betn’ thrown i Jno there.

" aver the side. We dld it in l;ters and I'd push 1t-

.and it would drop maybe six or cight feet.
I'd get sand from the hillside and I'd bury

it.And then another truck would come, and -

then another and another,’’
Sometimes barrels were dumped along
wifh the wastes. “With'a 55-gallon drum

_ you've got a bunghole that big,” said Dulski

as he made a circle with thumb and
forefinger, “‘and say, the stuff has solidified,

land **That tanker was med to transport

“the bad stuff,”’ explained Carlson. *‘As I

understood it, it was a white and green
tanker and it was kind of leaky. They had
been using the thing for years for crap. It
was leaking so bad they couldn’t take it up
on the hlghway, and they had to get rid of it
on their own propesty.’

Monsanto’s dumps were a playground for
local children, according to nieighbors of the
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company’ emplol;;lg;l‘lg};lyée‘r STE A only 1S 16%) ood,t‘qr yOu lt's all bad lwas how the hell’s it go' gt ‘to tun.out? The chemical plants. Dulski cpmplalrled how &,
were routinely G o . company. gave the utters, but, whcn its kids would steal metal, debris, while
.workers - of the'*&}l{azaxds, ag;;(,cmd w:th : 1“’“; is: Dederian  remembered being warned as a
‘many of the mast comm(m chermcal wi ’ W \hammcr and" chlsel t0  company security guard to keep childrenout  #
'Arkey Dederian’ worked open it up Soithiey!d throw it over the'side  of the area. One neighbor, Helen Guizowski,
gang” at Monsantd. for ft: : nd [d,come: ardund an bury it.” said her children would come home after .
18" years with the _compan d i ’ z‘Monsanto also gave it§ workers protective  playing in the company s liquids. “I'can .
Ded);nm\ and’ other : Mgasy tA{:Gm 1l géeto _ clothmg According to Dederian, some of - remémber they’d get'it'on their feet and I’'d . -
the d ' gan f nsan Gemp D.? 5 rd 1 tiged 16r 80 up ‘there and the waste handlers didii’t use the equipment,  have to throw away their shoes,”” she said. .;
yard ‘gang o llp o 3 mer;, pht dl CESU)‘MIIH dllmPll'lS dmng Hbut 1I'd wear mine—the rubber glovés, Her son, Bob Guzowski, now living in New ¢
tt:esponsnble for collecting - proe Vi the day: -B f wonder liow many barrels are. rubber boots and rubber apron.’’ Dulski, Mexico, recalled playing in *‘the dry stuff,”” S
Srom t_mlx:‘ny ufl the buildinks ifi- the ¢ 'up'there. 1. bet you “conservatively speauing, whose job also involved ““pushing ash out of dumped in what he remembered as “a slight
pringfic comp ex. Much of tlic wasté was _, thiere_ must’ bie 103000 5$-g lop drums,.up the bummg pit"’ located near- the sinkhole valley.” “There were Small wmte beads. s
'ﬂffy n’éﬂﬁye i sy ; ) : 2

ﬁgﬁiuy '3;1’1" he back¥of % l;h;‘"ea}‘pa 135353%%‘\; lg’é# '8

operations,” but which some of its past and -keep it covered with sand so.it looks godd.*%
The guy on the back of the payloader was

present employees call *‘the smkholes ”.
“There was a big goddamn hole and we -
just kept dumpipg. ., you know oye
 side,” said Dederian::*tWe used to callit:ihy
‘lake. -All white and" green and purple.- That .

wae our job-all day long We used to make .
i t

mldlds“s

reSIdues from the chemrcals ould go back

- again.

gomg in there...bottom of
- that's already. been used. ;4
toluene or. methy‘ it

] ﬁllmg them ug

on company propeny 30
feet’ deep But. Dulski vividly remembers
“Three trucks. and a

TClem Dulski: He' wais Monsanto’s heavy-

quipment . opem;or in fSprmgﬁeld frém = and stuff but the-company covered it, | must

1947 until ithé q,day_‘ﬁ‘ béfore_, he retired; -

‘November 30 1969, “Monsanto figured it

was a go(:u;l place to get rid of their liquid,”’
h

Vil

Dederian, t
dangerous. Nobody told us at the time it was
toxic. Some guys were breaking out in rashes

shave: rotected myself pretty od because

“ I’ still around Buta lot of my buddles are, ,'*

erial view of the Monsanio plant: .
Near:the fap i thé Chicdpee River, '

The white area ajong the bank of the river .~ _

_: years ‘after 1 qult

Biled'o :
“Children still get into the swampy area on
company property near the Bircham Bend

Trailer Park. “Oh yeah,'” offered a trailer .

_park resident, “they cllmb under the fence
‘at the corer.”’ . ., W

Clem Dulskr I
umped barrel§s+

or maybeitwo or three
i before (outside’ waste-

disposal. 'contracto,rs ér
“When 1 qult ‘théy told mé 16" cover it really

that“ How could: Duilski, accordmg to his

dong to three feet of sand
1 mpany’s buried waste,
ﬁll a hole originally 30

“huge A nts of chemrcal waste durmgrthe :

Sprmgfleld; In, documéits : :submitted to ‘a
‘congresslona commlttee, the company
admitted, d;sposmg 108,500 tons of chemical
“process waste" ‘on its Springfield plant

. grounds, and' 1, ,000 tons at Bircham Bend.

These figutres by o means include all of the

process waste’ gener ated by the complex, nor

do ‘they include: ordinary plant garbage. In
" fact,r Monsanfo officials apparently do: not

. know the "total amount of : chermcal waste
ced since the company purchased the

prod
!‘ er"’md and: Shawmlgan Resins facilities in

038, In® its' report: to the committee,
Monsanto left blank spaces where it was

I’ ‘asked to. provide detalls going back to 1949,

companys 43- years. of ‘operation™in.

The Congressional' questionnaire cafe
& . _from the: House Subcommittee on Oversight
;" and Investigations, ~formerly “chaired. .by
i RepawBob:: Eckhardt - (D-Texas).. The
‘Eekhardt«Cofitiniticed réquested informatjon
fi m,,,;qusunm ‘andn;52; other, chemical
“copanies’ ‘about how. much chemical
. P cess waste they had produced, and how
% aiid” Where it:was’ disposed of._The survey
g‘ sought ‘information” omn - 44 separate
- categories-of, metals, orgamc, “and- ‘inorgahlc
: aterials, buf it covered ‘only some of he.-
¥ Chemigald likety to “be uised by a mdjor '
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organic plastics operatlon Monsanto ad-
mitted generating and disposing- of -every

category of waste listed by the question- °

naire, but did néot volunteer mformauon
about unidentified waste streams., .
- Monsanto told the Eckhardt Commmce

the wagte generated at- its Spnngflqld plant 1

had been disposed of on company property -
by *“‘mixed industrial landfill, ‘dnimmed
waste landfill, pits, ponds and’ lagoons,
incineration, and other uncategonzed
methods.” The wastes mcluded ‘heavy
metals, PCBs, PBBs; asbestos, solvents like
trichloroethylene, and other chemicals.

Much of the material
described has been identified by EPA as
“priority toxic pollutanis.”’ Their foxic
effects range from central nervous system
damage to cancer. Heavy metals, for
example, prodiice a wide range of ‘health
effects. Arsenic causes abnormalities in
human chromosomes ‘and birth defects in
animals. Antimony adversely affects
reproduction and child development, as well
as specific body sites like the lungs, skin and
the cardiovascular system. Lead alters blood
chemistry and can cause neurological
_disorders. Cadmium da.mages the liver and
_kidneys and-softens the bones. The metals
also bio-accumulate, or build up in humans
“and freshwater fish.

Most of the waste Monsanto reported is
recognized as ‘“‘hazardous waste’® under
fedefal law. **Hazardous waste’- is any

waste which can ‘‘cause, or significantly-

contribute to, an increase-in_death, or an
jincrease in serious irreversible or in-
capacitating illness, or pose.a substantial
hazard to human health or the environment

when improperly treated, stored, ‘tr'ans-
ported or disposed "of, or otherwise
- managed.!” )

Company spokesman Paul Bureau of the
Springfield plant was interviewed last year
-~ for a related story (‘‘Poisons in the Valley,”
- June 25, 1980). “I can't tell you specifically
what's.in there,”” Bureau said in response to
a question about what chemicals may have
been buried on company land. Bureau said
Mb?lsanto probably buried wastes like
*“‘scrap plastic—the hard type, pellets, sheet
stock, and fabricated matenals from tests,
like fefrigerator door liner.”
Monsanto workers, however, tell a. dif-
ferent *story. Employees like: ngenan,
i Dulsk and

2,500-g
“kettles," the . mmed baich would “be taken
out with other PVC -wastes to the on-snte
dump. *“‘Every time we'd lose a kettle," said
former Mbnsamo employee Eric Wengstrom
“they’d dump it.

Vinyl chlonde monomer (or VCM) causes
cancer in humars, including a veky rare
form of livér cancer, called’ ang:osarcoma
EPA -has shown the level of VCM . in
polyvmyl chloride sludge can reach 3 ,000¢
parts per million. Some VCM is also,
routinely ‘‘entrapped’’ by PVC resin pellets.
Governmem studies have shown that, when
dlsposcd of in the presence of other agents

( Comimwd on nqt page)

_ NURSES )

A IRNs, LPNs and Nurses Aides
\\needed immediately for staff or

¢ private duty assignmentsin hospnals,
L-nursing homes or private homes.

Full or part-time. One year experience
necessary. Nursmg students welcome
Call Today. -

the company A

MEDICAL PEhSONNEL POOL
736 4521 -

IMPROVE YOUR
LSAT *GMAT *GRE

‘SCORES

INTENSIVE 28 HOUR COURSE
"~ « Tost strategy

« High quality instruction
» intensive coaching * Homework
« Comprehensive cumculum  Proctice test diills

Classes now forming In ——
- § . Amherst « Hartford « New Haven .
Call now for, FREE detailed biochure
PHONE ‘Massachusetts +i733-2940
Connecflcuf 721-1696

. Harlford -
pbolon & v
Centers

. Sprlngﬂeld
" “America’s leading experts
in test preparation”
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THE BLUE CHlP OF CAR AUDIO
60-Watt Digital [][]—

*AM/FM Auto-feverse casselte

» 12 station electonic memory & digital display
*Dolby noise reduction *Tope equalizanon
«Separate bass. treble & fader contrals

sSeek & scan «Sendust Tape head

e $499.95

CR-2002

15-Watt

Noise reduction for Dolby tapes
s AULO reverse stereo cassette : !
» AM/FM with sep bass & treble '
*Tape Eq. switch *Noise reduction circuit for ‘

Dolby tapes !
*ASU #Night llumination = Auro €ject
*5Special FM circuit which provides soft muting of

e ma e . = ———

CR-3_D(_)1 .

CR-2010
30-Watt [DJ{poevssmen)

*Auto reverse stereo cassette

*AM/FM pushbutton stereo

=5endust olloy tope head

»Separote bass reble, balancé & fader controls
. *Tape Eq. switch #Dolby #5t./Mano switch

Lowest Prices Ever -

M
R ! ,
‘\?“l ) Highest Quality!
BEA-150
5-Band Equalizer
80 Wott AMP
New Night Hlumination

*ASU FM noise circuit #Night Hllumination. ' M 399.95 FM stere0 to mono .
Toeay © $339.95 To9ed $269.95 |
_ /i
. : : \ :
888 Main Street N o — 249 l:\ing Street !
West Springfield. - , ) Iy ‘ d Northampton
PN 734-4995 CUJ em - SQ “ 586-5259 m
INSTALLATION A

l i
: ;

COI\/IPLETE...Wl’rh clear glcss or plastic
smgle vns|on lenses in your prescnp’rlon

Our enhre collechon of

= OscardelaRenia .

desngner styles -
95 §

Ol’“ '

' e T e T

Dorothy Hamlll Fashlons $34 Com,;.

Many other American Opfical Asiyles $ -

® Estate ® High Countty e Drummer @ Easy Go
. Evcmgeline q’,E|qn ® Funvogues ® » Veloce Compleie

complete, one hlgher

PIus...THE STERUNG GUARANTEE if you're not completely satisfied, |
. eturn your purchqse within 60 days, for a full refund

" @wm Sterling ?:)glml Gompany
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M%ensanto

(Comlnued from previous page)

-

sugh "as salts, vmyl chlonde niay become
-miore water-soluble. When disposed of with
certain other ' chemicals, the effective
concentration of 'VCM may also be id-

" creased. EPA has_concluded the con-

[

. appear on EPA’s

centration of VCM in water. should be
zero—or none—based on. the assumption
-that there is no safe exposure level to
carcinogens. Occupauonal Safety and
Health Administration regulatlons allow no
more than one part per million in the work-
place atmosphere.

In a material safety data sheet distributed
by Monsanto, PVC:-is termed “‘a suspected
carcinogen,” but the company recommends -
Yincineration or landfill* as acceptable
imethods of waste disposal. VEM and PVC
wastes bured in landfills have caused
chemical contamination problems. Last year
an elementary school near the Islip Town
Landfill on Long Island- was closed after
traces, ‘of VCM were found in air samples
taken at the school. Earlier, VCM was
discovered in six gas vents drilled in the New
York landfill.

An examination of local, state and federal
government records concerning Monsanto’s
Springfield operations has revealed con-
siderably more information about .the

»

identified in the southwest area. In 1970
pictures, 9% Building appears next to 97

Burldmg, and by 1978, all traces of the .
+'sonthwest dump are gone. The kettleholes -

become mdlstmgulshable from'the air.
.One particular company document
verifies the location and size of the dumps

Prepared by a surveyor for Monsanto in'

April, 1961, it's titled ‘“‘Plan Showing
Present and Propose Waste Disposal Areas
(sic).” The map was discovered in a
Springfield City document vault, and it is.

unknown how it got there and unlikely even .

Monsanto was aware it exists. Under the
heading ‘‘Present Waste Disposal Areas,”
the kettleholes are separately marked “wet”
and ‘‘dry.”’- The southwest ' dump is
described as a five-and-a-haif acre **Propose
Dry Waste Disposal Area (sic).”” At a corner
is a small rectangle labeled ““Burning Pit."”’
The Monsanto complex in Indian Orchard

is built on soil technically classified as

“Some ~groundwater will go into the
river,” explained Amherst College geologist
Dr. chhard Foose, “‘and some will go
-under, | lt » “Under normal c1rcllmstanees,
adds Dr. Edward Kaynor - the
"‘Massachusetts Water Resource Cemer (at
UMass, Ambherst), 8t would be a. fair bet
“that anything as close as- Monsanto in terms

of groundwater ‘would: be gettmg into the“-

Chicopee....One . cén  say  almost
automattcally that groundwater within a,few

lhundred yards of a stréam invariably gets .

“intg the stream. Obvibusly, any pollmxorrm
the, Chicopee is affecting the mainstream,’
The Chicopee, according t6 Kaynor, *‘is the

_largest contribut‘or to the ‘Connecticut it'sa

major tributary.?’
The Chicopee drains into the Connecticut

River- eight miiles west of the Monsanto

complex. Chemical wastes dumped by the

company into the Chicopee have been linked
to Connecticut River poliution before. In

Children have always made
playgrounds out of the Monsanio
dumps. "Oh yeah,” said a neighbor,
“they climb under the fence at the corner.”

company's waste disposal practices than was :

supplied to the House subcommittee. Many

of the documents uncovered. in our search ™ §

are official Monsanto submissions to
"various agencies, on company letterheads
“8id bearing the corporate logo. '

he records show Monsanto disposed of
much of its chemical waste on the *“‘south
plot,”” an undeveloped section of plant
properfy. A railroad line divides the area
and separates two major dumping spots."
The southwest dump included *'pits,.ponds
and lagoons,’ a fiy ve-and-a-half acre; lam:lf" 1I -
and a burning pit. _'The othier dump’ actually
consisted of ketfleholes ‘on higher grotind’
. east of the railroad tracks. Kettlehales, or
what the workers ‘call “smkhole

glaciers thousands of years ago,’
common near the’ Chicopee River.

feet wide and 300 feet long, was used as’a
“wet dump’’ for liquids, and the other, 80

feet across at its w1dest pomt and
long, as a “‘dry dump.”

' Dozens of city, state and federal officials ;
interviewed for this story say they are not ;
aware of the dumps. The Monsanto i
dumpsites were not listed by any -of the

many hazardous waste site surveys con

e

ducted since 1979 by various Massachusett ™

agencies. Nor do the company’ ] sinkholes
“quick look' roster of
potential hazardous wasté sites. (Monsanto
niay have informed the federa)l agency under
new “‘Superfund’’ regulations, but the EPA
Office of Uncontrolled Waste Sites 'in
Boston has not released any, mformauon to
“the states and has refused to allow us to™
inspect Monsanto’s submission, despite our
Freedom of Information Act request.)

No map of Monsanto’s landfill operations
is filed at the Springfield "Health Depart-
ment, despite a 1973 statc law. No records
of the company’s-oyerall disposal practices
are held by the Mssachusetts Department -
of Environmentdl s Quality Engmeermg,
although state mspectors fegularly visit the
plants. blmllarly,;Monsanto failed to llst its
southwest dump and mlsreported the size of
the kettleholes in its mandatory Resource
Conservation and Kecoverx Ac report to
EPA lastyear.’ ll‘ $fate” and” fedéral *
authorities had found the perspnnel,
resources and~ political - wnll to uncover
Monsanto’s dumpsites, they ‘would have
found clues in‘their own files,

Eight sets of -aerial photographs were

taken between 1952 and 1980 for the U.S.
" Geologic Service, thé Soil ‘Conservation
Service and the Mass. Department of Public
Works. The photos of Indian  Orchard
provide a history of Monsanto’s operations
over the last 29 years, graphically showing
the ongmal condmon operation and closmg
of the disposal sites,

In 1952, forest still covered most ‘of the
south plot, A network of dirt roads cuts the
land, including “several that lead' to the™
kettleholes, edged by large clearings Ten
years later dumping was in full swing. Trees, -
in the southwest area are’ replaced, by what _.
appears from the air-'to be a rectangular
formation of "drkes (Burymg barrels i
layers and covering thé'cells 10" form wallssis'. w
a common industrial landfill «wpractlce)
Black smoke blowing 'north from &’south-

.west dump corner suggest ‘the company's

burning pit was in use. In photos taken in
May, 1965, liquids are visible in the *“‘wet"’

kettlehole, and ponds or lagoons can be

Hinckley-Windsor, or sand and gravel. The
area was probably formed 'either as un-
derwater deposits or as a ‘beach on the
shnnkmg shore of pre-historic Lake Hitch-
cock, six to 12 thousand years ago. Soil
borings reveal the sandy composition of the
land, a characteristic which--allows water
and other liquids fo pass rapidly through the |,
soil. A 1978 state 'soil survey - warned:
““These soils are-limited for most sanitary
waste disposal facrhtles by the rapid per-
meability of the stibstratum.*’

l:arly maps show the “‘wet dump" ket-, ..,

tlehqle ‘was orlgmally deep enough to'_cut
into thé watér‘table.”One experi. beheves the -
bottom of the hole may have been as much
as six feet below the water table. A detailed

map ‘of (he’ aféa “made for the Works' "

Projects Administration during the 1930s
indicates:water-in one of the kettleholes.

_ Onge thousands of. gﬂlons of liquid \lraste
have been dumped into a hole” which in-*
tercepts groundwatér, chemical con-

timination can ‘spread- through: aquifers to |

points unknown—perhaps even entering
public water supplies, surface waters used
for fishing and recreation, ete. Since there
have been no groundwater studies in the
Indian Orchard. -area, it- is diffigult to

determine precisely the distance and -

direction contaminants would - flow from
Monsanto. Polluted waters may simply have
flowed - dlrectly north into the Chicopee
River, or-they may have followed a stream
south -around the Bircham Bend Trailer
. Park before_meeting the river. Chemicals

trapped in © lower levels of groundwater -

,may’ alsq have traveled considerable
dtstances into* northern Connecticut by
movmg “along the region’s bedrock. A 1980
groundwater availability map describes the
bedrock under . Monsanto property as
“sedimentary rocks, such . as 'sandstone,
siltsone and shale that contain and transmit
water in open fractures, pore spaces and
bedding planes.*’

\ Buah and Mlchek photo

1963 .2 federal Department of  Health,

Educatlon and Welfare sconferencé on the °
U lower ! * Connecticut . River basin identified -

Monsanto as one of the “‘chief contributors
“to river pollution,*’
cqncluded “sewage and industrial wastes
" from’ Maissachusetis endangers the health
-and_welfare of persons in. Connecticut.’
W Foun years' 1ater, a second HEW conference
‘fouiid” Monsanto - was“'still “not in com-
pliance with the recommendations of the
Secretary’’ from 1963, ~° ™

Last July, EPA! listéd the Chu,opee as one
of..34:
polluteﬁ by ‘toxic chigmicals.” ‘According to
the  government, the (.hlcopee may be so
seriously, contamipated by industrial
discharges that it may require clean-up
beyond pollution requirements already on
' t,theu%books * Many of -the, chemicals _the
+.agency believes:are in the river are known or
suspected carcinogens,
..heayy metals and PCBs. Monsanto reported
disposing many of ‘the same toxic chemicals
on its property.

Neither federal agency, HEW or EPA,
suspected Mounsanto of contaminating the

.

rivers with polluted groundwaler as well as-

with permitted industrial dlscharges But
“evidence ‘of chemlcal contamination is not
hard to find. .

The first indication of sub-soil con-
tamination on company property appeared
on May 14, 1941. During a series of ground
borings taken along what is now Grochmal
Avenue, a field worker for the city
engineering deparment found *‘some
gelatinous material” in four _ separate
locations, some as-deep as 16 feet. In three
cases the material was discovered below the
water table. Three of the borings were near
the Bircham Bend Plant, the fourth was at
the Springfield facility, between- the ket-
tleholes and the river.

Consultmg engineers hired by Monsanto

to consulting engmeer Tom Coutere. “lt 5

The conference report

rlvers and ' stréams most seriously.

ncludmg various”

\ -

in 1976 inadverténtly confirmed the spread
of tontamination. In results submitted to
the company, Haley and Aldrich, Inc.
reported “‘a strong ‘chemical odor’”-and *‘a
strong oily odor™ from two holes dug in the
lowest’ part of plant property, the swampy
ground adjoining the trailer park. ll’l the
southwest section,

In Janpary, 1980, orange leathate was
found oozing from an embankment where a
stream that passes through Monsanto land

‘empties into the Chicopee River. City of-

ficials described the leachate as typical of
landfills but could not say for certain
whether it originated at Monsanto. No other
dumps have been reported in the immediate
area, B ’ .

Today, rusting and corroded drums are
breaking through the walls of Monsanto’s
southwest .dump. Crushed and broken
barrels--some labeled ‘‘Monsanto Com-
pany’’~—are partially visible, along with rolls
of hard, discolored plastic and
miseellaneous plant garbage. The swampy
wetfand that reaches the base of the wall is
stained, and particulates have accumulated
among clumps of weeds growing in the
marsh. Oily grey film floats on the surface
of the water, which is covered in spots by a
" foamy, slightly pink substance.

Recent chemical tests of water, collected

“near the southwest dump and elsewhere

around the complex. also, suggest con-
tamination. The Easthampton, Mass.,
consulting enginecring firrm of Tighe and
Bond found surprisingly high amounts ' of
certain metals and chemicals in two samples
taken near the exposed drums. Of five
chemicals tested, all were ,above levels
allowed in drinking water, some by as much
as 50,000 times. Tests were also run on two [
water samples taken from "a culvert at the
edge of Monsanto's property. The samples
showed very high levels of chloride.
According to lab director John Lambert, the
high iron readings in the first set-of samples
“could be from decomposing barrels or it
could be from some kind of chemical
material.”” The high chloride levels exhibited

by the second set “indicates conlamination

is coming from the dump area,’ -according -
ot- caused by man’ s normal actrvmes, he
added S :

)

““We are living in a fool’s paradise if we
think lndus‘lry will do anything mml it s
Jorced to.’ : '

ocK I waier
Study’ Group

b &
Wasteland, Nader

Report.

e

“What you ve got there," Lester Brown

_sald in an .interview at his Washington,

D.C., office, *‘is an imminent threat to the
environmem under RCRA.’’ Brown is

. Special . Assistant to the House Sub-

commitiee on Energy, Environment and
Natural’ Resources, chaired by Connecticut
Rep. Tohy Mot‘fetl “RCRA" is the’ federal
government 's new hazardous waste law,
which Brown helped to shape as an aide to
the House Subc.ommlttee on Oversight and
lnvegtlgatlons chairman. Bob Eckhardt. .
was E(.khardt s committee to. whtch
Monsanto reporied its “‘mixed disposal
'rnetho‘ds',‘” and Brown was angry about the
company’s failure to supply the committee
with complete:, descriptions of its past
.practices. He not‘ that a section of the law
allows"EPA 1o sue or “take such action as
,necessary” . to . end imminent and
substanual endangerment to" health of . the
envrronment” " arising from hazardous
waste disposal. it

If EPA were to sue Monsanto because of
jts ‘sinkhole dumping, it has legal pre-
cedent. Last -year, 'EPA sued two
chemical companies for groundwater con-

tamination from PVC sludges and river

contamination by many of .the same
chemicals that Monsanto has dumped.
1t is increasingly unllkely, however, that
EPA will sue Monsanto for violations of
federal law. ‘Rondld Reagan’s' recently
appointed EPA Administrator, ' Anne
‘Gorsuch, announceil * her intention last
summer to comipletely restructure the
agency’sindependent Enforcement Division.
Critics charge Gorsuch has effectively
dismantled the "office in a move which
“spells the end to civil or criminal htlgdtlon
by EPA in all but the most extreme cases.’
Ina related development Reagan appointed
Carol Dmkms to head the Justice Depart-
ment’s Hazardous Waste Section, which
proseciited many 'of EPA's toughest cases
against- corporate polluters Dinkins, who
formerly practiced law in<John Connally’s
Houston firm, was described by the
Wushington Post as “‘ong of the staunchest
(Continued on next piige)
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- EMS is your HEADQUARTERS for X-Country Ski Equipment, Choose

0 tober 26 Deqemb ra .
EVENING FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM $1 OO

14 fanguapes « Classes musl Iwice weakiy

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGHAM )
Morning and Evunlng all leyals

< GHILDREN'S AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM:- Gall for information-

massas al Ihu Iusllluh lm:us mn develnping oral language skills and cross-cullural awarentss. The staff is compasad ol ex-
hars whp use modern, rrealive lgaching methods, Al ESL teachers have Master's degrees in
the 1aachlnn of English as a Second Language, Classes limied to 4-8 students. Master Charge and Visa accepted.

- SKI SALE

In Conjunction with Our Annual Fall Sale.”

NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 24’1‘[1

from thee best @electmn of f cross-country equipment in New England.

: SPEGIAL XC SKI PACKAGES

o " Gaber Grand Prix .,

" 1961-1982 Custom Downlilll packages: For this week only save

Snpel‘ 1981-19682 Cross Country \ Values
7 Saveup o 46%

5

Kneissl Touring Package (Waxable) 5‘ BALE_
' Knﬂiﬂsl'lhlll‘in ski-~r------------.-..-...---.
: EMSRmerllanol.......................... $79%
B T T R =1omk Save
EMB'lhllldnl'ﬂlﬂ t-.‘IOI.!&UC.tq‘hl.‘..&!.-"l‘ ' 5101]] .Gsw
' s1480 -
Kueissl Touring l’uckage (anless) ) SALE
piﬂﬂl'lblll‘ingas,........-....n.....-..---- 5850"*84%
EMBRmmerllBont......'...a................. $4800
, EMBS-PInBlnding............................‘ﬂ(]“" Save -
-EMB'lbnklul'ol P« | '38“” ‘
‘ . 3] 00 N
. Karhn lleurnluwsz Puc.lmge (Waxless) ety 153 ﬂ;A_L_E

mh“nem‘clawsz --.n-.----o-u-.--oc---ono.o‘;‘,‘8_800"‘$9999
Runner 50 mmBoot..v-0teeraineaneecnes .8 '%ﬁl‘ﬁhﬁé
50xlzal’mﬂinding...................... .‘10@!".:‘.“ iy
Excel Popular Pole .‘................_.... cees D130 Kgoe
. Tyn .‘159@;,_,&'@ ST S
Fischer Fibre Crown l’acknge (Waxless) . © Y SALE

e aa

Fischerﬂbreﬂroum........,............‘.'....“"' )

Runner 50 mm Boot.....coiseeccssseasssasnass 3480 Sa
50x 1Z3 Pin Binding +-cecccvunn. ceresessveees g  SOVE
Excel Popular Pole -v.cviviviiinnvsnnsnassenres  513% 57

XC SKIS . ,

Kneissl Tooring (Waxable) ........cc000ii00...
Kneissl Touring 3 RS (WaxIess)....ocevaueany..
Flacher Enropa Glass (Waxable) «..cocvveenneos
EMS Holmenkollen (Waxable)......oovvenenia.
Karhu Bear Claw 52 » Karha Easy Wax 52 .. ... .
Flschﬂrl’lbre&'own(wulms)......'..........-‘ '
BOOTS —POLES ~BINDINGS _
EMBllmmerIllmmm (0T
EMS Supen Towr SO M. oo ooy enemcaannasresss

Trak GoreTex Bool S0 MM, .. ..convrsvavsioris  SG50  $5008
EMS 3 Pin Binding 50X 12- 75 M o oveivnnesa.  FI00 - SG99
‘Trak Trakker 30 mm Binding .....ccovovuveene. *180% spzee
"EMS Tonkin Pole......cvvevecencrarenndaneess  SIM $iEwW0
Excel Popuolar Fiberglass Pole ................ #13% ¢ g

Excelﬂpnrtli‘lhm-glnsnl’nln “essssviananrnenes

v 1980-1981 . BOOYS

Downhill -
Slu Equipment

Dyuafit Contro, Plfo

Caber Bquipe | e
ConiroCajp

All Nordica Models

SKIS .

¢ ' Fischer SM....,

K2 233Miil ‘ale ww "'“L

< .FischerExirnLﬂe ,
. K2 EMMid cerevea

KnsﬂnPerfdrmamm
'lm.--..lll..ll

SPECIAL SAV]NG& ON ALPINE EQUIPMENT_

SALE

5230"“\ 'lﬁﬂ”

20% off regular retal] prices on any cumbmatmn uf slds, boots
and bindings. -

FRER Ski Taning by our trained mechamﬂs with any, slﬂ, boot,
binding combination purchase. ¥

Not all sizes and models avallable in al] ston*s

Houu Mon. Fri. 9 AM 9PM
" Sat. 9 AM-5: 30 PM -

We Accept:

09,?_3,,1‘.?““? . Roulel'! Ambierst-Hadley. Line:
frehbgiinalrm AP Amherst, Massachusetis

L2307 Wisr e Rom
Petertuuugh, ¥y(EH

{413)?5.}950‘! I
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‘230““ 169 .
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Monscmio

(Comlnued from Page 8)

critics “of federal programs. .. .Méch of
her own work involved corporate clients
doing baitle over federal air and water
protection laws.” ““I think you're just going
to see the government go to sleep for the
next four years," said an attorney who left
the section.’ :

Similarly, the Reagan Commerce
Departinent has targeted many of the ngw

hazardous waste regulations with its -

“‘terrible 20°" regulatory hit list. On May 28,
EPA also directed its regional offices to stop
ordering clean-up of alleged hazardous
waste sites  without prior approval from
Washington—limiting direct regional en-
forcement of regulations still on the books.
As a result, the company may never have
its day in court for possible violations of the
1899 Refuse Act, the 1948 Water Pollution
Act, the 1972 Water Pollution Control Act
Amendments and the 1977 Clean Water

Act, the Wetlands Protection Act, or even
.-the 1980 -Resource (,Onservanon and

Recovery Act. .

The company’s chances of being hauled
into state court are even slimmer, par-
ticularly given Monsanto’s past cozy
relationships with environmental regulators
and Massachusetts® sorry history of
hazardous waste law enforcement.

Examples of reluctant regulation abound,
In 1976, the state Department of Water
Poltution Control sent Monsanto hazardous
waste transporter license applications for the
company’s unlicensed outside haulers,
instead of summorses for violations of a
1973 statute, In 1977, the same agency
recommerided ‘“‘that no up-front fine be
imposed,” and that ‘*no publicity be
generated for this so-called violation™ in a
létter sent to the state Attorney General
requesting legal acfion against Monsanto for
“failing to eliminaté the discharge of
polluted wastes to the Chicopee River by
January 1, 1977, In 1978, according to
DWPC ﬁeld memos, ofhcmls responded to
areport of *‘therminol’* spilled at Monsanto
and diverted into the Chicopee, made an
inspection, supervised the clean-up and
wrote a report without ever mentioning
“therminol’’ is a trade name for chlorinated
biphenyls, as in PCBs, a hazardous waste.
- . 4 .

‘I am concerned, though, Mr.
Chairman, about a thread which weaves
its.way throughout 8. 1480. And it is that
'mlhe chemical “industry is evil,_ that it
J,needs 10 be punished for the sins of the
past, that it does not care about its
-.workers or the citizens of this country,
"-dnd that it has enormous profits which
be rapped indefinitely to solve

ta :lls I am here today to smie

flatly that this is a [false assump-
tion. . . ."
" —Dr. Louis Fernandez, Vice-Chairman
. of Monsantb Co., Sup'er;fund Hearing
tesnmony

Desplte Mansanto $ clalm that it dumped

;-¢hemicals in what were ‘oice acceptable and

L degal . pracedures, the -fact remains that.
groundwater ° ‘has been contaminated by
wastes that may pose serious threats to our
health and environment. Company officials,
state and federal authorities have no idea
which wafét-resources may be threatened by
this -newly “exposed underground hazard.

Although groundwater is almost impossible’
to clean up once contaminated, government
policy requires all efforts be made to stop
the spread of toxic substances and prevent
further degradation of thlS increasingly
important resource.

Although the company has stopped on-
site dutnping, the discovery of chemicals in
water supplies near the dumps indicates
contamination is continuing. Extensive
testing will be necessary to determine the
extent of the damage. Chemicals may have
accumulated in river sediments, creating
**hot spots,” or may have spread through
the water table affecting areas beyond the
plant property. Discovery of chemicals in
the Connecticut River will not prove they
originated at Monsanto. Other industries’
river dumping could be blamed, unless
special chemicals used only at Monsanto are
found.

Testing will also bhe necessary to discover
any adverse health effects caused by the
dumping. Workers on the yard gang,
children who played .in the dumps and

‘neighbors of the plants may have been

directly exposed to chemicals, while people’
living downstream or over polluted aquifers
may also have been affected. In addition,
toxins may have bio-accumulated in fish
taken .from the Chicopee or Connecticut
Rivers, and those who have eaten the fish
may be at risk.

Only Monsanto may be able to pay the
costs of an environmental and health

* monitoring program. ‘‘Neither the EPA nor

the states have the statf and funds -to
operate and manage programs effectively for

* the control of hazardous waste dlspo

the U.S. General Accounting’ Ofﬁcé’l‘cgen{ “
reported. EPA’s operating budget has been
cut by $150 million, incinding $17 million
less for water pollution control, $17 million
less for solid waste disposal regulatlon, and

$50. mllllon less for “Supﬂx:fund”' :

The determmmg facmr may be the public.
With pgovernment unable to undertake
testing and clean-up and unlikely to pressure
Monsanto into action, citizens may be
_ forced to intervene: Local citizens may: havé
‘to begin class-action lawsuits agam" zihe
company, or even directly sue the’ state’ and
federal povernments into doing their jobs.
Since government could or would not
uncover a problem 20 years in the making, it

_may. depend on the people of westenf;" New
.England to end this "*imminent haz;qd.!‘,’f 0

.UR ANNUAL

“FALL SALE

 EVERY ITEM IS ON SALE

TWO FULL WEEKS
OCT. 12-24

e ]

GUALITY * SELECTION * PRICE *

g

' VELVETS UPHOLSTERY AND PRINTS (FEATURING MANY SMALL SCALE

_PATTERNS)

= ANTIGUE SATINSV SHEERS, AND THERMAL ENERGY SAVERS

"

'BETTER THAN EVER!
- FINAL FALL SALE

"Rte. 202, Belchertown. Mass. (4 1 3)323-6321
New Hours: 10:00-9:00 Mon. Tues. Wﬂd.{]ﬂ:llﬂ«ﬁ:ﬂﬂTh‘uré. Fri. Sat,
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