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4 City Officials Named ‘in
Lega‘l A:d*‘f:'Le'ad' Poison Suit

uu!!!! ﬂms
Globt-benocut Staff ertar

autt WMy - on behalf of

\thue mothers — agxinst three
ity deparcment heads and the
'z-lty counselor, elleging they
aave poorly administered and
anforced the city's Jead m
Wontro] ordinance. - .

Named defendapis in ﬁncc'
tion are: Heahh Commissioner
Dr. Wi{liam C. BantonJr.;

Bu.lding Commissioner Kennath .

0. Brown; Parks, Recrextion

and Forestry Director Louis W.

Buckowitz; and.City Counselor
Robert Van Dillen.

The muit lsonbeh:lfofﬁu :

Kathrine Willis, 1323 North Van- 8
de.enter ave; Mrs. Mary
Jomes, 1835 Madison st.. amd
Mri Mary "ooten IROSA Prai-

re ave. Al uid thos hl\'t chil-
drer. who have been poisoned
by lead-based paint and plaster
around their homes. ~

THE PLAINTIFFS are repre-
sentatives of the Coalition
Ageainst Lead Poisoning and
North Side ParentsAgainst -
Lead Pammg,mmmwny
action groups.

- The suit slieges that home
ins} te detarmine if lev-
els of lesd in the home violate
the .ordinance are only done aft-
er 8 child is reperted poisoned,
and Do preveauve home testing

“oftesi causes delays which silow
childmpbehsnupohond.
Dlggbnmtz o uud tn

1§

health workers gt St. Louls Uni-
versity, - who _found lead-based
paint on playground squipment
t & publichousimppr pi
Heary Fn!d. Tegal aid tuy-
sey told The Globe-Democsat.
FREUND SAID the suit sewns

‘& court-ordered step up in pros-

wﬁm of owners who do nédt
'(mng .dweltings into compliance
Whithin the 14-day grace period
.xfter botification, and seeks
preventive and, extynsive test-

of childrén end
m‘%h defendants ¥re ordared
0 show cause Feb. 11-before

Oircuit Judge Gary Gaeutner,'

why . s .court-ordered wrig of
dtmpl‘uee thon!d notheplm-
edi

“The ind ordinance was "

_acted last Mey. but two date

thers have been no convictions.
A Health Department spokes

.+ . mai said the first cases for
. ‘promacution are due for trial
‘wext week,

T he- vrdinance requires the
owner of record ¢t remove
Jead-based. paint and plaster on

A dwellings interior in excess of -
I per cent concentration. or

Yece condemnation of the struc-
re and fines of between $100-
and imprisonment for mot
ore than 0 days. .
4Since the city began large
srale testing for lead poisomin ',
l:.u sprmg thmugh Jan. u ox

thi- ‘vesr, 155 chiidren havc
beer tested — 186 of them
found to have been poisored,
and 587 others were found i
have *‘dangerous” lead jevels.
When .informed of the su.t
Dr, Banton remarked; “Al
can say is that the health dwv
sion is doing the best it can with
limited resources. I don’t have
the answer of how you raise $16.
million dollars ( the éity hasf
projected 8 $6 million budget
deficit this fiscal year, and an.
other $10 milllon deficit for fis-|
cat Ty i
Banton said St Lows' and)

high infant mortality rats i
mofe serious than jeae pois. o-
ing in his judgmeut. -but
agreed that lead poisoning was
a crucial problem.

Attempts to reach the qther
officials named as defendants
were cnsuceessfui




