November 16, 1957

Dr. William F, Ashe

Chairmen - g
Department of" Preventive iedicine
The Onhio State University
Coluwpbus 10

Dear?Bill:

I éon't want to arzue with you, and least of all do I wish

to quibble sbout medical ethics, I agree, in principle with
your positicn, and I also believe that industry displays  its
wisdom and adaptability in practical as well as soclial berus
when 1t recognizes and accepts the ethics of itvs physicians

and its own soecial responsibilities, This, I believe you will
recogﬁlze, has been the practice where I can exercise ad-
ministrative control to the appropriate extent. However, we

are qmt talking about the private and perscnal practice of
medieine or the free personal and professional posiniop cf such
a nractit*oner. We are dealing with a now professional relation=-
ship! in a2 new and different scciety, and we have to be Willlng to
work, 8t our pesition and our rignts in our new relaulonshln, in
wiich we are the members {by agreement or by contract) of an
organizaetion in whose councils we share but whose decisions we
aCcent once they have been made, unless. we are prepared to quit,.
Even then we are not free of responsibility for the privacy of
judgments arrived at previcusly. Any other arrangement in our
pveseﬁt scciety would lead to chaos and anarchy.

I agree that new knowledge, especially when people are in Jeopardy,
noses a_proble to be Smidped carefully, objectively and with moral
“500““* > sens;tlvfty. However,/which may seem to be an inescapable duty
to one's colleagues and tne expression of a right which cannot, in.
proprlety, be taken away, 1s an entirely different. matter, which
involves legal considerations as well as personal, and questions
of nrofessional o"estige which at times are opposed to the good of
the communlty. As 1t happens, the publication of most articles,
without identification of patlients or their sources, is quite
sauisfactory for purposes of information and professional communi-
cation. This is done rvegularly. On the other hand, certain types
of vublications end certain types of data constitute a complete
ideqtl ication of their scurce, and thils can be done only: when the
legal and professional relationships are clear, The fact is that
there 18 no simple and firm rule for professional conduct in a
nunbs» of these situations, and one nhas to examine his motives and
his conscience, and then ‘as objoctively as possible, with due re-
gard to the role of the physician (in onet's own view) in human
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society, talle a course with full acceptance of its consequences.
If we are to exercise a beneficent influence on the industrial

o} e

soeciety »f cur time, we must take our placé within industry and
sern 2 vwsl slon of confidence and: leadershlp, This will not be
done by cleverness or, ﬂan%erin% mt by faeing issues, exniain—
ing our Views, and persusGiag our assoclat°s. Weltheﬁ will i

be done by assuning a posture of" virtue or self assurance, but
rather by displayine a spirit of inguirv. & willingness to ex-
smi‘ze the fachs behind ths e, an ‘sm ‘acceptance of the rules
of vpen dise uSQion and eivil N_hehav

W

0r among ones peers.

I thini there 1z 1ithle doubt thet we in medicine are achieving

cur ends in the professicnalization of industrial medicinerand

in restoring the position vnien the “4industrisl nnws-czan lost
thrcugh his own *rrespnnq;balwty, preoccupabion and’ ine ¢mpetence.

We neced no% have a chipy on our snou;der, or guil®t on our cocnscience,
therefore, in cowparing ~\¢r aituation or our ethics with those of
tire traditicnal j ract tioner of medicine. V vu11° we work through
the situation craa ted by our sins of omission and igneorance. we
shalr often be at a disadvantage, bubt we are resching & position

of trust and resnpct anong the sociglly minded industrial managers
of our t’me. This pogition can be eﬁnualidatad and as txas present
coenfusion, based on the ma ny "43ﬂ1ved problens of indugtrial hygilene,

is. d*HSLcane‘ _the probl ems of ths type thabt gave rise to this dis-
cassicn W1_1 %is‘¢ ear in large ,art The vulnerability of the
alum inum I dnsfrv, Just 25 an exax 1@ of the ai zuatloq, £o claims for

amage ( and “=L1tive uanarn) is QO‘Nr@au at present, that their
atLurﬁeys have every reason to ba 2oncernsd lsst they wmal's a2 misstep.
The decislon arrived at in the Court of Appsals in the Martin case
is one of the wost glaring obstacles %o m.d¢ca1 and hygienic research

.and ko the appropriate assumption by our industry of the rssponsi-

bility for its cwn actc that I have ever sncovntsred. This was™
utterly unpredictable, snd was beorn cf & superb ignorance and
irresponsibility oa the vart of the court, I hope ard balieve it
will be reversed, £or if 1t establishes a »re cedent attentlon to,
and investigation of, 2 potential hazard constltut@s prima facile
evidence of the exiastence of a scurce of injury. Under these con-
diticns, an iavestlgoticn such as we conducted at Niacara, serves
to convict the plaintiff. This was exac+1y what ALCOA"s chief
counsel had in mwind in discussing this report with us, in suggest-
Ing certain albterations in‘verblagJ, a16 finslly in holding up its
zublication (which in Yerms or our mutuzl lunderstanding, as the
°sis for our being engaged to do the worlk, he had the right to

)0 If this decision is reversed, we sh lw be able soon, I hellove,

‘ﬂhbli“h thisg report in annropr;a*e form, %ut I think you will see
Wny I am not propared Ho push this issue at this particular time.
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You will recognlze, of course, that I have extended myself,
sonmewhat. in my further discussion of this subject. I do
this bac cause I am not willing to have you balleve that I am
oqewnan less than properly sensitive to ethical pr nCﬁplas,
or ngt‘I am ignorant of the wavs of the world, I do not set
‘ be*nn above repreoach in sithsr. e*hios or Wlsdom.
OWe o that,.‘Amust cultlvat both wisdom and
irlt of humility, “ecdvnlﬁing that neiﬁh&f of
s of mind and narsonallt‘ can be describsd
L but must .al d to the t“e‘W
d the mmd : e
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nHobert A. Xehoe, ¥. D.
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