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Jume ¢, 1942

Ry, Zermgan Laft, Safeoty Raginmeer
of Ladvor and Industries

Clympia, Mashingtem
Dear Mr. Luft:

iftsr sa extendsd aedsenee frem the ¢ity I fiand e ay returik yeur letter of
My 19, end 1 regret Wmt sur reply is tims umveidadly dslayed.

We are glad to respand te your Saguiry shewt heslth aad Mandling sharssteristios
of Hlverglas mterials. Altheugh Fidwrglas is & basie mterial that has deea ia
wse for more than 10 yeurs, it is right and preper tiat axyome uxfuad liar with
it sheuld ask questions of the kind that yeu dave set forth, maéd you are emtitlsd
to 2ll the pertinemt data. For that ressem Wis letter mast bdo long.

¥e encloee 8 repriat of am artiele emtitied “Piderglas Health Zasard Imvestign-
tion" whish appeared ia the Jemwary 1942 issus of INDUSTXIAL ERDICINE. the
suther is Dr. Nalter J. Siedert of St. louis. Ais indfiecated in the epenming
parsgrepas, Pr. Siedert wrote the artiele te summrize sa ixvestigatio: made Yy
hin during Jane 1941 for Ft. Lemis Leeal BNe. ] sf the isdestos VWerkers Unien.
Dr. Siebert 10 pathelogist emd direster of ladersteriee in five hespitale ia the
5t. lLeuis arws. Permerliy de was assistest prefesssr of Jatholegy iz the Sedsel
of Nodisine ia Weshingtes Tuiversity. This article was adetrested iz the
Tobruary 1942 issws of INDNSTIIAL EYOIEZNE DIGEEY. A repriat of the adetrest is
enclosed,

imeng the points eovered in Dr. 3edert's repert of s imvestigatica are the
follewing:

$ince 1954, mmfusture of Fiderglas thermnl and secustienl {asulatien has been
ssatered in Bewark, Okis, wherv hunireds of mapleyees Meve does esntiameusly
exposed te the mateTial is all etages of mamufusturiag, fadricating, amd paeiaging
eperntions. Cu the Wmais of skis experiense covering millicus of mun heurs of

sxposure, wo have prepared

Exhidit 4 - Piderglas Jtandards M.3.1 extitled “Sew Yorlmen Namdle Pider-
glas Derml Insuleting Materials.® 1Iun sddition, Fiderglas
insulatien Mas doon supplied Sn large velmms to desems of
sguipment mapafaeturers ia Ohie like Weetinghouss iz Nanafield,
Prigidaire ia Dayten, Jewark Stove Company iz Bewsrk, as well
as te sceres of sthor muufueturers througheut the sowztry.
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Disenass of the typer respiradery trust 2¢ vell am any 4
¥y labslatien of say
hie, sud {2 vign sf the extmt

of letter dated June 17, 1961, frem Wr. J. A.
fav, Clatus feres of The Industrial Camission of ddde o

Pr. Malter Jo Mebart. For yeur f2formtiean, txis svker $»
Exidit Fo. 3 in Dr. Sedart’s repert. Mr. Maaw’s lottar owa~
tains the following statement:

Yeeww have 20ver dad & slsis flled for & Hswmse of tn
upper respirstery trect eaused Wy the alleged imimlatien
of Fiderglass particles.”

Ome piase of Dr. 3iedert's imvestigstion was te imquire of aye, sar, seee, ond
threat spesialists ix Newark, ORic, whether they 2eties ey mnssm) incidemne
ef upper respiratery &isorders emeng their private patismts who are mmplayst o8
Owens~Coruing Fibargias Cerperstica ea sempared with thelir paticuts whe are
employed slsewhers, taly 25 per semnt of the wuge mrasre in Bemark

are 7{berglss empleyess.)} Repliss are as followm

Exhidit ¢ = Photostatie eopy of letter Matad Juns 17, 1941, frew Jr. Clark
B. Hntah ts Dr. Jisbart, esntelnizg this statessat:

"Ny practice esvers & erves sestism of all yparts of
Towark sad I deve sever folt thet, frem an essupatiomal

aemtioned [Dwens-Corning Tidergiss] esrperetien Shen
frem any ether walk of life.*

(Tats letter is Ixhitit Bo. ¢4 in the Sisbert Nepert.)

Exhibit D ~= Photestatic eopy of lsttar dated June 17, 1941, fres . Joim
3. Eamdrisks ts Dr. Stedert, esntainiag the fellewing state
mext:

"Buriag these tree ywmrs I Mave rertel wy share of
Osesa-Corsiag enpleyess, 1 ez safely say that I ave
»tiesd 20 wnuswel prependersnee of hud or threat
wnﬁonmthmmhaour.n‘hqm
patiasnts vho sre ast mployed ere.

(his letter is Exhidt Boo €3 {u the Stedert Depsrt.)

Ye delieve you will be ixtsrestad ta new tiat ietus Insxranse Compaxy wndsrewrites
various forms of greap eeversge extanded to ull Fiderglas empleyess. his preo-
teetion iy desarided $n

Exhibit B — Aetma Oroup Insursmes besklet severiag life, dSsmbility, siek-

2ess, and hopitalisation denafits svailable % Mierglas
eaployees. 4ill empleyess are so soverud,
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Cenceraing ietam's experiowse With the Fiderglss group, (new mmberiag »early
3,000 expisress), ve respestfully direst your stiemtioa ta

Ixhidit P «= Pustostatic eopy of lotter dated Jame 11, 1941, frem Ne. Jekm
A, X311, Teleds Gmmeral Agent of detan life Insersase Compaxy,
S Er. Yhmd . Mnes of Owens~Cerning FMiderglas Corporstisn,
ssutainiag these statments:

*The Moults of your arpleyves dus domm dettar than sverags.
This 5 evidenesd Wy the faet that we 20w have in offest

o 355 reduction in rate ¢a Joth the Hekmees and Hoepitali-
saticn insursnse eerried ¥y your awployees., Txis i3 ths
result of nearly feur full years exposmre, and develege o
rate lower than axy wiailar fundestry that we heve {asared.
In eddition we have Hospitalisation severage vhieh ig
doveloping s less Mtic, after over thres ywmrs axpericnse,
fur lower than almest any of the 200 industries we have
ingured iz Okio.

As & further evidence, eur Casualty Company earries, what
is kzown as, Products LiaXility st am sxtremsly lsw rate,
ad a0 olsiz Mas ever been presected, isdientiag, of ssurse,
that there is 2o asard ia the use of fibarglas or amy of
ita preducts.

"Although yeur ocmpensatisn ipsuranee is sarried with the
State, our Campany does have the SOVeInge ox yYour 2ew
plant ian Ashten, Mwde Island, sad §s writiag this at e
rede of approxisately forty cents a mmdred, whiek will
indieate how sufe we regard the risk %o be - not mly
from an seeidant view peint, Wt frem s cesupatisnmal
bazard view paint. Ia other words, from eur ewm experianes
we do pot leel) that thers iz axy &iffermt Musard WUsn
2rem any wnormal mxufacturisg operatiohr, and we feel %o
sard 13 nush leas than iz the mammfusture of Reekwoel,
Slagweel, Asbestos sr amy of the so-oalled 85X megweris
predusts.

detoa’'s appraisal of thinghnr(sd ke serrespoadiag uwadervriting riek
invelved = s sempared with ether materials wesd {n the iamlating tradet -
is further dwtailed in

ExhiBit § «— Multilithed eopy of letter dated Juns 21, 1941, %o Wr. i1}
from Wir. Valter §. Mine, NMmager of the Magineering sad
Iagpestion Depuriment of the Astan Casmmllty and Jurety Cempamy,
santaiaiug this statement:

*I delieve that nest arsieles severing seoupatienal &isesse
exposure definitely warn of the hagards of asbestosis grew-
ing out of the use of asbestos. Relative to the wse of
fiberglas, reek wool er slaz weel, I dave 81scussed this
matter very theroughly with owr Nedical Department insefur
as it spplies %o the inmstallation ef glags vwool sad its
relation to silisceis, and 1 Inow of mec Detter anewer %o
give you thaz their direst statmemts
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uusx-m«.wasmmmum.ét.m
frem Wr. /. Sowny Dovestt, Hemager, Casmlty Beopartmeut, Lusestiom
tien of Casualty and Survty Bmeutives, and sttached 1100
senber saxpumioe:

"In suowes? ts your ingmiry as Ve whether wo dave reseived
any reperts frem wur Swmbder Companies of olxime a2lleging
the esmtruagtien of ailicssis or tiniler Yang &fisecse fren
Nberglas or glass vesl as fistiaguined fram sisewn) weel,
& seareh sf ear rvesrds iadiestss tiat 30 Sueh Sluin ez
bosn reperted.”

Tryieel of letters {x sur files frem semxfasturers wiisg FXherglss insslatiea i

Exhidit 1 <= Fastestatic oe)y of letter dwtnd Iy 1If, 1941, frem ¥r. V. L,
Jakwr, Serks Nemsger of D Noere Sorperstion (remge msan
fasturers), Jeliet, Illimets, $o A. O Dramer Supply Campawy
(Fibergles marinter), . louis. Mr. Moere's letier cemtaime
tkis stmtement:

"Se have unped this mxterial Fiberzlas iasmintiea v S

apprezimately & year sud deliswe it to Yo svwry Xt as
sffieismt 28 the various makes of reek ool end slag wal
s the market tSedsy. Jesides %his, ve think it lns e

Per maxy years Fiderglas iammlation ius toen woed in Juid Stremmliaed tyxine. of
ixterest in this essansetien ia

!:&iutl~mmu¢ngycf_“moﬂml.ltd'hbm
Bl letin Bee 2° im the Ogsupatismal Disesse FPreovestimm Suries
pebdlished iz 1939 My the Paxnaylvania Departmess of laber amd
I“‘Mo bm“»o'o‘ommwm
and Psrsemnel Jomager of Mmmrd 8, Judd Namefaeturing Conpany.
Eatitled “Iasclistion in Stresa-limed fraims® the Mlletiz in-
sludes this statement o pagy &

Tiherglas provides (he qualities gemsrally seught os an
izzelatisn preduct ia strean-lized treise sad ia sdditiem
bas preven safe for hanfling Jurpeses iy ewr worimen.’

Fiderglas yarns mde of textils glass fibers are belag weed Wy senders of the
aedical prefession for varisus hmmzitarisa uses. Cus is dsseridet, for ezamyle,
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Besides the wne of Flderglaz yaras for surgieal sutszes, snetier
humaaitarisn use of Piberglas is as ¢« "trueer thread” in surgienl spenges, doe=
oribsd Yy Ldward P. lewSsem, X.D., {n sn article cutitled ‘A fafe Surgieal Npange®
on pagss -3 of SURCTEY, SYNBCOLOCY AND OBRSTETRICE, Fovembar, 1339, ad Ziscuased
further ia snother artiele ¥y Dr. Lewisen sxtitled "Inyable Gamse a5 & Netar of
Safety ia Smrtical Operations® sa Jeges $5-@0 of the Jammary 1M42 iszue of Whe
FILETIN OF TSZ AMRRICAX COLLIGE OF SUREECTS aad ia sa sréisld emtitied

Cpaque Thread — s Guide to ths 'Lost’ Zpsage” by Dw. lewises ia the April 1962
fssus of FODEMN RACSPITAL,.

In additien, tape woven of Yiterglas ecatinueus filameut is being sxpyld
Army speseiftcations for nse ia medienl fisld Xits s f£ilder Reed plesma dnring
transfusicss mede to redses shoek. fAls uss iz Ssserided i3 &4 wmyrraat sévertise-
ment (reprint enclesed), whiah sas agproved Yy iray Nediead
It is alsc desaribed in the Kay 1942 issus of SURZICAL DVUIIXRES
significent that Piterglas yaras sre wsed iy the nedionl prefession iz cammsetdim
with these applicsticns amd that thay iadieate Ware {4 wething %oxis fa Be
mtarial,

i

X
!
i

The evidence eited atove rests ea sur experioncs ia the mmmmfasturs sad mardeting
of Fiderglas: CIuratien aad sxtext ¢f exposurs ssffisient ts warraxnt gmerslisss
tions, ne validsted slains for seoupationsl éisense attridutable ¢s Mbderglas as

di fferentiated from otber matarisls, faversdle sxstener resstion, fuvaraslls rugevie
frem insursmce undersTilers, weo of glass fider preducts in sergwry. W Wdiewe
you will agree, however, that iz aay scieatifie dissussion of the mijest, Wis
ampirical evidesse {s significant, especially whes it 2 supperted 3y seiemtifis
data, For exmmaple

Exhiddt § —~ Amprual} i of The Savramme ladera mm%m
atlon 0,
1

-lsslie ¢ y Ydwerd Lo Yruises Tor
sentalalag the Talloctaq stataneat W 5. Toruy Ve Sardaast

"Ne sppareat Inek of ulnsuary daange frem expesure %
glass veel dust is daing demenstreted by 42 {skalatien
sxperiment. For ever a year aximals kave now Ween expeoed

sxposed sximals. Teir temdemey,

with othsr harmless dusts, bave resulted frem soowmlzted
particulate detris. These vary fize, nen-fiirses particles
are the Wy-produst of the vislemt deating used %o Wwerk
the -t‘ﬁ.‘l.'
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Yamﬁﬂhhﬂhrm&lmﬁud&&“dﬂ“ﬁm
tased theresn whieh censtitste

ERIMA ¥ — Maltilithed ecpy of Monpitalation ead Omnelustions {pages $5~48)
of the "Pibarglas Kealth Jasardi Inwestigatien® ly Ir. Siedart,
shisk 2 referred %o sdove.

We enslece alse

Ixhidit § ~= Dreshmre satitled "Ssalth Aspests of Pidargias atartals® vhieh
~ - swmmerises saxy of the ssiidite referved %o sheve.

¥e eppreciste yewur inquiry sad hepe that thess data will supply the saawers %
your questions.

Tours respectfuily,
GENS-COMINS FIEERALAS BWORTILE -

Jonisvant % e Prexidat

Bdward C. ines ’ ' ' ,4
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