Boston, Hassachasettis
February 5th, 1942

Dr. 2. E. Zvans,

Hedicsl Dept.,

E. I. Dupont Hemours & C’Qo,
Ponns Grove, Ne J.

Dear SoDi-

I talked with Howard Gehrmenn and Joe Stecher sbout the proposed
changes in record card for the lead szemination, and the possibility of
ecarrying a running record on the entire group. Howard had some ideas on the
schepe and wanted ito consult with Foulger about it before the plan wee finally
nub into offect. I think i% will be a very good idea to have the plan gone
over by as meny people as possible, esven though Joe is anxious to zo ahead with
it soche.

The changes in the examinstion rocord thet seem desirable to me have
eaen indicated on the attached rocord. After you have made any changes that
seem desirable to you, you can advise Howard and he can then proceed to mske
hig and Foulzerts contrivutions.

It seems cuite unimportant to me which method we use for fellowing
these men a5 long as we express our rssults in quentlintive terms. Howard
suzyeabed the pessibiliiy of developing some type of scoring arvopgement similar .
to that used for E. G. Do workers which may or may net offer any advantagese.

The important thing ls to have some means whereby we can measure change in
quantitative data from month to month, since in the last analysis your opinion
of the clinical staLus of the men will have to bs the gulde for the management
in their handling of the employees. I rather think that both you and Howard
should stress the careful follow-un of clinical condition of the gquestionsble
men that you ars new ecarrying out znd point out to the management thai, with
this type of careful climical zupervislorn of border line cases, there ia little
to be zained by Turnizhing the manegoment with more thsn a bare outlire or
sumaary of the over-all picture in the lead aren. Anythinz more then that would
put them in ths extremely awkeard position of having to make declsions in a
highly technical Lield, for which they have had no training, and I am quite sure
they would wish to aveld this.

jiotes on the eard changes are itemized below, and are marked on. the
attached card. First of all, it would seem deslrsble %o simplify the card and
ellminate meaningless headings and repetition. There also sghould bs an in-
struction sheet for the physielns which wonld determine the crileria by which
they judge the findingas

Ltem 1. It would be a good idea in view of the variabilities in blocd pressurs,
followin; wsek onds, picnics and holidays, to nots the day of the week, or day
after holiday im addition to the date and time as is now done.

Item 2, The genorsl headinga for statements such as digestlve, miscular,
atCey can be omitted. They seem to servs no good purpose, and if the medical
of ficer does not ¥now to which systesm the findings refer, iksmeeds to be worked on.
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Lon 3. Pallor can repaln, but the criteris should be zet,

Item e Anemia and gopclotion cun be omitted since tha record of the weight is

Ttem 3. Colic or abdominal pain, ~ Few poople cen differentiate Letween the
two, wid they cen bes considerasd together, particularly since it 1g extremely un-
likely that we will encounter any gsnulne csses of clear—cub seburnine colie,

Item &, Sreakiavt sangrexds can remain, and should cover the logss of appetile,

Ihom Te Yomiting is oo non—specific snd wuswval that 1t zzema to me can he
Lhede The same iz trus for comvulplong snd tlanitus,.

Tiom 3, irtarioscleragiz can be omlttad Jor reasomns we discussed during our
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rate heading wlght be made for labovatory findings under which
and nius or almus findings - sueh as albumen, sugar snd uwrinary
nobed. One mighit consider whothsr or nobt it 1z desireble to ine-
2 index record on thsse mene LI too much work is not involved, it
Liable to include thiz study on the zsven men in the blondsy group
e fallowing this yeur, sinece this wili give us an idew of the value

Itom 30. ig discugsed ia our meeblng
>

# for coding purposes, ong wiiht include 2
g afasrence bo {lndings in %

Jew columng Cor he various syshewms.

I beliove the ahortened form, particulzrly when rsarrznged in order,
definite advaninges,; Lrom your point ol view, ue well as for glatistical
5, and moreover will probably leave encugh room at the botitom of the eard

on the particular sxeminations thalt the physiocisn mey wish to mzkee

I would apyreciste gebiing your rescilon to ths loregoing suggestions.
With pest regardsy I ap

Yory truly yours,
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