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RE: Safety Relief Valves On VCM Filters, L-302A,B,C,D,E&F (CAR 97067)

Reduced Venting From Safety/Relief Valves

The VCM charging on computer control was modified on March 30, 1979. The 
VCM charge valve, 31-FV-17, now opens before the charge pump starts instead 
of vice versa. No incidents of hainnering or lifting of filter safety/relief 
valves have been reported since this change was made. The pump discharge 
pressure after the pump starts now peaks out at about 140 psig as opposed 
to 180 psig before the program change was made.

Safety/Relief Valve Pressure Settings

In accordance with the ASME vessel coding, the MAWP for the filters is 263 
psig at 120°F. Presently, the filter's safety/relief valves are set at 
265 psig @ 196°F with 150# inlet flanges. These parameters are in the 
jurisdiction of 300 lb flange rating. In order to operate safely in the 
150 psig flange range, the pressure setting should be lowered to 240 psig.

The new safety/relief valve installation to replace existing thermal relief 
valves on L-302A,B,C&D shall have this new setting.
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