December 66,1926,

Dr. Jokn Ae. Johnston,
Citizen's Trust Bldge,
Cannopsburg, Pa.

iy ueér Doctor Johnston:

I wish %0 thank you very much for your letters of
Wovembe 24th and December 2d., I should appreciate

1t very much if you are willing to do so if you would
let me have a copy of Doctor Wright's report to you.

I should like to have this in order to have my records
complete on this case as it will be advisable to ree-
nort 1t as fully as possible to Doctor Leake of tho
n*tdd thtes Public Health Service.

'I wrote to Doctor Wright about the matter not in owlng
that he had been called in consultation vy Jou. i aag
sorry for this but I was under the lupression that he
hiad seen him before yous Doctor Wright very courieousw
ly pointed out to me ny nistakke and referred me to you.

I am enclosing herewith a report of our Llnalngs on

the dnaljgls of the excreta of Mr. Ponaldson. You will
note that both the urine aend faeces contain ieade 4
wordﬁof explanation i1s necessary aboui this, otherwise
1% night be taken ag conclusive evidence of sufficioent
lead to‘produee symptonse

Dufing the course of an investigation of several hundred
men, a part of which investlgation is to appear soon in
the Journal of the Medical Associavion, we have found
lead | in minmute quantities in the urine and faeces of
moat|men taken at raddoms In the casgse of men who have
no immediate exposurethe quantities are low, they are
considerably higher in the case -of men who ave naving
OXPOSUre ¢ The results in this case in voth theo urine
and faeceos fall within the limits of the lead excretion
of supossedly normal Individualse They cannobt be said
therefore to be .significante This simply leaves us so
ay as the diagnosis of lead polsoning is conccerned in

exagbly the same position as we were before, auusly that
of completo dependence upon c¢linical observations.

The results are ns.follows:=

lene - 3720 cca ~=  0.41 mge lead
Faeces -dry weight- 13.15 grmms «= 0,20 mgs.lcad
The later figure calculated in terms of nmilligrams of 1cad
per gram of ash 1s equlvalent Yo 0.09 mgs.
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I should say in explanation of the above that these
results are obtained as the result of a very great
increase in thoe sensitivity of our methodas of deter-
nining lead. The reason that such results have not
#aenvfound previously is that the methods for anslye
sis for any organiec material have but recently been
developad to thelr prosent sensitlvity..

If there is any further development in the case of
Lr.< . should regard it as the groatost
courtesy to me if you would let me know, I do not
fleel under the present circumstances that 1t will be
fruitful or advisable for me bto ses him further.

/ Cordially yours,




