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PPG Industries, inc.
Chemicals Post Office Box 1000 Lake Charles, Louwisiana 70602 USA

D. C. Angell
Works Director, Environmental Assurance

May 14, 1992

Ms. Diana Gamble

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Water Management Division
Enforcement Branch (6WE)

1445 Ross Avenue

Dallas, TX 75202-2733

RE: April 1992 DMR - LA0000761
Dear Ms. Gamble:

Enclosed is the DMR for April, 1992. Exceedence of daily
maximum permit limitations occurred this month at Outfall 101
(mercury) and Outfall 201 (nickel). The single excursion at
101 also resulted in exceeding the mercury daily average
limitation for this period. These reports are attached.

If you have any questions conéerninq this report, please
contact Mark W. Wood at (318)491-4450.

Respectfully,

D. C. Angell
Works Director, Environmental Assurance

SL 024792




ATTACHMENT I
NPDES NON-COMPLIANCE REPORT

Company Name PPG Industries, Inc.

Mailing Address P. 0. Box 1000
Lake Charles, LA 70602

Company Location Columbia Southern Road
Westlake, LA 70669

Permit Number LA 0000761
Outfall Number 201

Outfall Parameter Total Nickel
Date of Deviation 04-08-92

Time of Deviation 24-hr Comp. ending
04-09 (0700)

Maximum Discharge Limit 26.8 lb/day
Limit Deviation . +7.8 lb/day
Description of Incident:

On 4-8-92 the EDC Production Unit water-washed an out-of-service
stripper column constructed of nickel. The washings were routed
directly to the process wastewater sewer for treatment via steam
stripping. Normal procedure for agid-cleaning maintenance operations
is to contain all washings until analysis can be performed to assess
treatment requirements. As this cleaning was water only, nickel
contamination was not expected.

Upon detection by compliance monitoring analysis on 4-9, the outfall
discharge and contributing streams were sampled but nickel levels had
returned to normal. As a result of the investigation, Standard
Operating Procedures have been revised to prevent future recurrence.
In the future, all washing (water or acid) of nickel and nickel alloy
equipment will be contained and routed to nickel treatment.




ATTACHMENT II
NPDES NON-COMPLIANCE REPORT
Company Name PPG Industries, Inc.

Mailing Address P. 0. Box 1000
Lake Charles, 1A 70602

Company Location Columbia Southern Road
Westlake, LA 70669

Permit Number LA 0000761

Outfall Number 101

Outfall Parameter Total Mercury, 24 hr Comp
Date of Deviation 4-29-92

Time of Deviation 24 hr comp. ending 4-30-92
7:00 AM

Maximum Discharge Limit 0.30 lb/day

Limit Deviation ; +3.31 lb/day

Description of Incident:

Very heavy rainfall during a 3 hour period increased internal Outfall
101.2 flow from a normal 120 gpm to between 250 and 500 gpm. Although
this stream is normally below treatability, the high velocity scoured
and suspended sediment that was apparently mercury contaminated.
Follow-up sampling was initiated upon analysis of this composite and
indicated discharges had returned to normal levels. Discharge from
wasEewater treatment was in good control throughout the excursion
period.

Plans are in progress to remove any solids which accumulate in catch
basins upstream of Outfall 101.2. A procedure to monitor and correct
sediment accumulation is being developed.




ATTACHMENT III
EXPLANATION OF EXCURSIONS

DATE QUTFALL PARAMETER LIMIT EXCURSION
April, 101 Mercury, 0.13 lb/day +0.14 lb/day
1992 24 hr comp.

EXPLANATION

The daily maximum excursion of 4-29-92 was responsible for
this average exceedence for the month of April. All other
daily values were below the permit limitation.
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