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De. Zapp bas passed your lettsr referTing to the health hasavds ef asbestos to
m for 8 reply.

That asdestos fiders can cause chronie pulmonary 4isesse has dean recognizad
sines 1907 and vith this reecogniticn cems control measures simed st reducing the
mount of dust prodused during the uining of tha eruda sineral sad {ts subesquant
coxaversicu fato finished produces, fombined with the msasurss simed st redueing
the amount of dust wars stspe to prevent the dust chet was produced from being
inhaled, This mesnt the wasring of dust respirstors. .

What has caugsed renewnd cousssz over the hazards of ssbestos Mas been the
fisding of an apparsat lizk between -samm types of cancer &nd exposure o agbestos
fiber, 7This Link bas deen democstratsd, ooC ix the trades usually cthought of as
congtitucing tha'esbestos incduscry” vhere duat coutrol mathods have besu in use
for yegzs, bt (s such occcupations &s l=sulation workers and pipe cowverurs,

There axe thres factors whish are digquisting about these new health prodlsms
rxTounding the use of esbesstoe, ﬂ.rsd.y. the possidls associatica detveen csncer
aad asbuatos, sacuwwally is a dly, sush evidamas &s theare ila
points :o-a“!.anucsu"ptudm-yhu long ss forty yesrs and thirdly,
thare is sams rather fragmeatary cvilencs that ahoct mposures 20 apparently eamil

smownes of asbastos f£ider mxy mroducs cancer ssuy years later, At this time o
Inowledge s laswfficisat to suswer ths question “vhat 15 the sllest sount of
dast and the shoriast exposuTre that aight produce cancar?” From a practical point
of vigw {f the dust does mat gain sccess to tha body thers will b 20 problem,
thevefors, dust respirators will procset the perscoeml wearing them,

Oparatiocns vhick producs esbestos dust should be dasigned s that the dust s
couzained and exhausted into & systam that will prevent re-cntrsiomsmt of the
sadbescos fiders,

© Customers ‘should be adviesd that thars Ls some basard associstsd with workiug
wvith asbestos and that scrict édust couul measures mst da taksn, If perscucel
vill madvaidadly ba expoesd $3 csbestos duse, they ghould wear dust rsspirators, . S
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- 1a sems cases perhaps other fibers such us glass could de used {a place of
sshestos.

In sttampeing te wary pacple of the heslth hazards of asdestos I bave bean
bandicapped ¥y the {mmumaradls uses of the minersl ss that {t becomss very difficule
t3 locats groups suck &8 yours that are werking with the materiasl. Should you know
of othar such groupe I should he grataful {f you would let wa know of them.

I£ I cam be of further assistsnce plesse lat me Xnow,
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G. J. Stopps, M.3,, 1.8,
Catef, Mrystiology Sectiom
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