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Asbestos has practically no acute toxicity regardless of its
type or form. The harm associated with asbestos is from the fibrogenic
properties of the inhaled dust. This usually is seen only after prolonged
exposure measured in terms of 15-20 years although cases rarely will occur
in less time.

Because of the rather unique structure characteristics of Calidria
Asbestos, there was concern that it might be unusually fibrogenic and
perhaps cause an acute asbestosis.

To test this possibility, Calidria Asbestos was injected into rats
and rabbits intraperitoneally using a standard long fibre asbestos as a
control. The results of this test showed Calidria Asbestos to be slightly
more fibrogenic than long fibre asbestos but the difference was not so
great as to suggest an unusual degree of hazard. From this I conclude
that the same precautions to avoid breathing asbestos dust must be
observed whether the dust be from Calidria Asbestos or from a standard
long fibre form.

Some people believe there is an association between exposure to
asbegstos dust and the development of lung cancer and mesothelioma.
There is no information regarding Calidria Asbestos in this respect as
yet. It would be prudent to assume that Calidria Asbestos will behave
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C. U. Dernehl, M. D,
Associate Medical Director
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: ﬁu;r Peter:

N Your sugzestion that we consider xncludlng ”UK paper industry” coaments
.~ in ouvy Generdl Sules ﬂeeting is well taken =~ and I plan to review the notea
bzwith Ian Sayers. o :

. Aproyou of your letter on toxicological studias r1clative to asbeutos «-
“wi have ravicwed the two axcerpts you sent us with Dr, Cal Dernehl., le
counsels that the papers 'do not by any mexns present incontrovertible
proof noxr o they profess to do so.” Furthey: "Our position chould 1eniin
that in United States experience there his been mo increuaseu 1uridenct of |
. lung cancer when the threshold limit has not buen exceaua o

Bl {ron past publicutions, we'have alsa notee the references to organic S e
A contaminants, with the thought that proof of absance of polycyclic arowatics
SRR in Unjion Ciarbide asbestos might be useful, ‘W8 are plaaning sow= gxtractioun
studies and snalyses fot 3,4-benro(a)pyrenc by techniques enployed at ’

Soutih Charleston. wWe will lat you know the :caulta, p!OtJblj in an
;appropriately written atacemenc by Dr, Dernehl. :

The matter of eoft papeta, facial and,othet tissues, has been are=
. curring aubject with us. Primarily this 48 a1 question of skin scnsitizition,
. While the over-all statements by our Industiial Mudicine and Toricology
- pecople should suifice -- we have given thought to “patch tests,” which,
. incidentally, cost apprecixbly to run. It would be meuningless to conduct -

‘such tests with paper contiining UCC dsbastos, since the other compotents X
- of the furnish bear on the rasuits. lence we are considering patch tests 0
: using straight asbestos -- which, of course, would absolve only cur product, U»{
. . The other components (including, as you know, a variety of organic compuunda)

" of snuuifiu furnishes would have to be consiuered by the paper uompany
. lnvolved. He ahall let you kuow out plans. . _

o Vety :ruly yours,

A . putam-ak

"cc. 1. F. Ratghard
R, F, bray (4uat5411a)
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