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‘ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINQTON, D.C. 20480
NOV 18 1894
: OFICE &F
W, Caffey Norman, Esg w:nulrun:n“‘

Patton, Rogge & Blav,.L.L.P.
2550 M Streer, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Daer Mr. Nozman:

In the ixnteregt of coordinating the processes and clarifying
soveral issues associated with the voluntary regsarch program of
the Agency for Toxic Substances and Diseass Registry (ATSODR} and
the Enforceable Consent Agreement (ECA)/test rule program of the
Envirozmental Protection Agency (EPA), we have developed and plan
to follow tre approach outlined in ths enclosed policy statanment.

As tre policy indicates, the tasting proposals under the
ATSCR volunctary testing research program or under EPA’a ECA
program muat address all tascting neads identified in the
sclicitation notice of September 30, 199¢ or EPA intends to
proceed with a test rule to meet these needs, The chemical
endpoints identified for testing in the solicitacion notice are
the product of a considerable amount of coordination ameng EPA
prograns and Federal Agencias.

ATSDR and EPA strongly encourage submission of testing
propcesls under either program and look forward to working with
you.

Sincerely,

(Hheto loion

bx. Christopher DeRcsa

Directorx, Division ef Toxicology

Agency for Toxic Subscances and
Disease Ragistry

AL, fni. por

Charlee M. Auer
Direcror, Chemival Control Divisian

Environmantal Protection Agency
Enclosure
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Section 104 (i) of the Compreherisive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) provides that ATSDR will
develop a substance-specific research program to fill data needs
identified for chemicale that are most commonly found at
Superfund sites and that are posing the most significant

. potential threat to human health. Undar CERCLA, section
104 (i) (5) (D), Congress contemplates that authorities under the
Toxic Substances Control: Act (TSCA) would be utilized to collect
needed health effects data.

In October, 1992, ATSDR referred 38 chemicals to EFA for
testing under TSCA authorities. See Notice, status of the
Superfund Substance-Specific Applied Research Program, FPederal
Register, March 10, 1994 (59 FR 11434-11435). As required under
CERCLA, section 104{i), ATSDR’'s substance-gpecific reseaxch
program was coordinated with testing programs under TSCA/Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, Rodenticide Act and with the Natiomal
Toxicology Program. Such coordination was required "to avoid
duplication of effort" and to assure that the chemicals are
tested "thoroughly at the earliest practicable date." ATSDR also
considered the recommendations of the Interagency Testing
Committee established under TSCA, section 4(e) on the types of
research to be done, as required under CERCLA. In addition, EFA
considered and coordinated the data needs of its program offices
and other Federal Agencies on these chemicals. Thus, the
resulting list of chemicals and endpoints identified by EPA for
testing under TSCA is the product of considerable coordination
and represents the current federal testing priorities for these
chemicals. ‘ )

On September 30, 1534, EPA published a notice in the Federal
Register (59 FR 49934) soliciting testing proposals from
manufacturers and processors that wish to participate in
negotiations for an ECA on chemicals which ATSDR referred to EPA
for testing under TSCA. These chemicals are vinyl chloride,
benzene, trichlorcethylene, cetrachloroethylene, hydrogen
cyanide, sodium cyanide, toluene, methylene chloride, and
chloroethane.
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EPA understands that ATSDR is anticipating concluding
voluntary agreements for testing of cartain chemicals listed in
the solicitation. ATSDR and EPA agree that the scope of each -
agency's testing program should be clearly defined. Accordingly,
ATSDR and EPA have developed the following approach te meeting
the identified testing priorities for the chemicals on the
golicitation list:

This policy applies to davelopment of testing
proposals on methylene chloride, trichlorocethylene,
tectrachlorocethylene, and vinyl chloride. Testing proposals for
the other chemicals on the solicitation list will fall under the
auspices of EPA's testing program and will be governed by the
procedures set forth in the solicitation notice.

Methylene Chloride, The Halogenated Bolvents Industry
Alliance, Inc. (HSIA) has submitted a voluntary research proposal
to ATSDR on methylene chloride and, as of this date, is revising
the proposal to meet ATSDR'S concerns. If HSIA concludes a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with ATSDR for voluntary
testing of methylene chloride by December 30, 1994, ATSDR will
within 30 days notify EPA of the specific testing included in the
voluntary agreement. In considering whether to rémoVe methylene
chloride from the solicitation list EPA will consider whether the
ATSDR voluntary research agreement addresses all testing needs ;
identified in the @olicitation notice. Pursuant to the process
described in the solicitation notice, HSIA may submit a proposal
to conduct testing of methylene chloride under an ECA for testing
needs identified in the solicitation notice but not included
under the voluntary research plan. HSIA may request a reasonable
extension for such submission. If HSTIA and ATSDR do not conclude
a MOU on methylene chloride by December 30, 1994, EPA will .
proceed with development of an ECA or, if an acceptable response
to the solicitation notice has not been received, with a test
rule. )

Tri
In order to participate in ATSDR's voluntary research program for
trichlorcethylepe, tetrachlorocethylene, or vinyl chloride, a -
party muat submit, by November 29, 1994, a "statement of intent”
to enter into a MOU with ATSDR for voluntary testing of
trichloroethylene, tetrachloroethylene, or vinyl chloride. 1If a
party and ATSDR conclude a MOU for voluntary testing of
trichloroethylene, tetrachloroethylene, or vinyl chloride by May
31, 199S, ATSDR will within 30 days notify EPA of the specific
testing included in the voluntary agreement. In considering
whether to remove trichloroethylene, tetrachloroethylene, or
vinyl chloride from the solicitation list EPA will consider
whether the ATSDR research proposal addresses all testing needs
identified in the soclicitation notice. Puxrsuant to the process.
described in the solicitation notice, a party may submit a
testing proposal to conduct testing of trichloroethylene,
tetrachloroethylene, or vinyl chloride under an ECA for testing

needsﬁ%dentified in the solicitation notice but not included
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under the voluntary rasearch plan. Ap-xty :oquu:a

. roasonable extension for such submission I!a.pﬂt?daum
submit a "statement of intent® by uan-bcr ‘29, 1994, or does not:
enter inte a MOU with ATSIDR by May 32, uss,om will proceed
with developmant of an BCA or, if an acceptible xesponse to, Che
solicitation nociu hu not baen: recei.ved, v;u:h a test rule.

.
1
.
-
.
.
-
- 3
-
-
‘.
I -
.) .
.
i
. ! ?
ol
.
.
t
.
v
-
-

BFG40649

oo Recnived Time o Now (R 414%M- - Print Time - Nov. I8, 4:26P%° 7 °
BFG 00142 TOTAL P.812

NOU 21 *94 15:S58 PAGE. 12



