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insure tha! materizls purchased do not pose an unreason-
sbiz huzar@ to worker health. The purchasing agent
should require that all chemics! shipments be accom-
paniel by & materidl safetv date sheet, Porr said.
Othier jobs the industriz! hygienists must do include:
(1} Know whs! processes matericls are going through.
(Z) Inventory the contral measures used in the plant
(ver:iidstion, proiective ciothingz. eic), and insure that
they are adeguate and performing up to specificztions.
(2) Check emerpency conurois to insure that if pnmary
svsiem: {ail. some backep is provided to protect workers.
Diposurey 1o hexth hazwrds should b wel doc-
vmenied for twe veasons, Port sail. First, documentation
wii show compliance with federz! or stsie standards.
econd, records of low exposure may persuzde an in
sutanee carrier 1o Jower workers” compensstiorn rates, he
szic.

Fecera! Apencies

KSSISTANT LAEOR SECRETARY REPDFETS
FEDERAL JOB SAFETY-HEALTH EFFORTS

ANAHEIM. CALIF. — (B~ zr OSHR suff corres
penident) — To upgrzde the Federa' Government safety
prozrzm, the Occupationz! Sufety and Hea'th Administre-
1on must comect weaknesses, be firm atour objectives,
&nl revise guideiines, Assisienit Secretan of Labor for
Alministrztion end Management. Fred G. Cixck. 10!2 the
Viesterr Szizny Congresy on Mz 21,

I~ Rt keynote 2ddresc 1o the Congres:” Regon:z]
Felerad Safexy Helth Conference, Clack outlined
sonis of the CSH2 effors now bein: mede 10 insure that
fedzre’ wernploces zre safe ent healihiul

Periicps the mos sipgnificent effort being mazde is the
gevziorment of 2 new executie order 16 implement more
iotne preaisions of section 16 of the Occupeticns)

ng Headd Aot Gk ovtunsd some of the

ione of th: proposzd order (Cemert Kepori
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w317 2108, noting spacificaliy thet the rols of
Felery' Sczfery Cournciiv will be spelied out an detal’.
acwmon, the crited: for felesz) epency sofety pro-
fram: Wi be revisel and expanded, he s2id in en
2ucmyt 10 insare thit the szisty and heeht program with
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Fi2ld Feoersy Szferv Councils wil semve z: the foo
Toinie o7 safety and hezlth protiems that gmse 21 gpency
Heil ofncen. Ciorh s2id. Alse, unler the proposed nes.
executv: orce:. the field counciis wib be reconstituied 1o
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from azenoy emploves: z¢ wel o

inciuds yepreseniztior
the agencies themseives. )
A: the leude; in fecdes! job safety ans hezith efiorts,
OSHA anc tht Departmeni cf Labor sholls be models of
efiective safety programmung. Cizsk said. This ha: not
been the cas: in the past. but now Labor Secreteny Peter
Brennar hes charpel Cuark with responsibility for develop-
inz ¢ comprehensive departmenis szfeny arc health pro-
£z thet can sene g2 & model for other agencies. One of
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DISTRICT COURT UPHOLDS DECISION
GAINST INSULATION TUR )
A label by the manufacturer on packages of asMestos
insulatior mztesia! irforming the use: that the prtdu::

¢ The Burer. ed Notiere

Clark pledzed tha: the OSHA program would continue
untl every workes could feel safe on the job.
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“may b: hazardoas™ is mo: sufficiert wzming of the
pavity of the dengens 2ssociated with asbestos 1o 2n
insuiation worker using the product. the U.S. Court of
Appeadls {or the Fifth Circuit ruied.

The ruling, issued on May 12, upheld 2 judgment fo-
the piziniiff entered ir the V.S, Distnzt Court for the
Eastern: Dustrict of Texer in Clorenee Rorel vy, Fibroboz?
Focper Producis Corpora:ion: €: & (Ne. 72-1452).

The suit wzs brought by the insulznion worker agzinst
s» marnulacturers of insulation materizls contaming
asbesios for injunes czused by faiiure of the fisme 10
warn of dangers invoived ir. hendirg eshesios. Tnree of
the firms issued no warnings with their products, and the

ther three issusd “cautions™ to aiemt contracto:-
purchasers of the produsts.

The defencant firms arpued that the plaintiff hag
known for years that inhaling the asbesios dust wes
harmful to his hezlil, ené that in fzct the juny in the
origina! trixt hzd found the plain€f gpaiinv of contribu-
tony negiipence because of thur knowledge.

The cocn noted that the three wzrnings were placed
on the products onjy 2 few vezrs before the plein:iffs
suit. The warning lebels. the court stsied, constizuted
orly €iuied “camions” which @i ne: sugges: the graviny
of the risi of enposure. the derger of zshesios:c.
mesotheloma, or ciler czncers. The | swiel ir
essence thz breathing astesos in excesine guantitie:

cwl be harmiyl, thet the dust produced by the product:
shouid not be inhaled, an.¢ tha? respicztors shouic be vses
vhere abequete vemtilziicn conizo! was not avzilzbie. It
was showr, the: the warnings were issued for the
contractor-purchasers of the products end thet the manu-
fzcturers neve: conductel tests 1 Geiermine the exien: of
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 the danger from uszpe.

Althoug™ there war evidence tc shov that the plaintifi

was gware ol passivle hamiul efiecis of the dus: and 1h:e
ke fallsS 10 wear 2 reszrmaior (Which was not secuires oo
the job). the court heil thzi conwituteny nepiigence i,
izt Babiy cases it not @ defense “when such negl-
gence consisis merely in 2 faiure 1o discove:r the defestn
the product. O tC guatd agains: the possibiliny of ats
existenze” Oniv contributory negiigence “whick eonsiste
in volurtarily and unreasonably proceeding to encounter a
known danger. and commonly passts under the name of
assumption, of rish™ & & defense ir 2z strict liability suit,
the court heid.

In 2firming the verdict of the
concluded tha! there Wi no compelin; evigence thot
reascnzdit persons wewld hove conciaded tha! the piain
VI wes gware of the riie but nevertheless continues 1o
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3isirizt court, the court

Kitzoes, frg.




