Degamher 28, 1935

Ret Louis DeBernard
Mr. B, R. Alden
Socony=~Vacuum 011 Gomnany
Claim Department
26 Broadway
Hew York

Dear Mr. Alden:

Your situation in the matter of Louls
DeBarnard is obviously not an sasy one., I have looked -
over our record and have discussed the matter with
Dr, Machle who saw him on several occasiona and who
corrcsponded with Dr, St.John. Dr, Hachlet!s view 1is
- thet GNP 1= = psychopathic inferior type and that
his record prior to his acute 1llness demonstrates that
this was the case before he recelved any occupational
injury. It is ocur understanding that Dr. St. John is of the
game opinion and that he is prepared to state from his
previous experience with the patient that his mental
condition as described by him in his last letter was in
no wise diffsrent from his conditlion prior to his illness.
{(In this connecticn it seems probable that DeBernardts
army record might be avallable since, according to Dr.
Machle, there is every reason to believe that it would
substantiate the point of view expressed above,)

Dr. Hachle's opinion is that this man
will take advantage of any kindness that is shown him
and that if he succeeds in receiving undue consideration,
he will become more and more of a liability., It is his
feeling that the case should be allowed to take its
regular course through the Gomyensatien Court since that
would seem to be the only means by which the matter cen
be settled, Obviously there mey be legal or other reasons
for avoiding this course, but thet is our best reactlon
to the problem with which yvu are faced.

Our previous experience does not lead
us to eypect residual injury from the type of poisoning
from which BeBernard suffered, and in his case rlere is
apparently every reason for believing from cliﬁ%%a%t%§§gance

£5851884782. P8RRI B R Fo 8R4 2RATUY §HB Nigh and that
it tapered off to a normal level substantially in a
characteristic manner. ith the subsidence of his acute
symptoms he finally returned to what was for him a normal
state, Dr, Shechants rovort indicates that he is not
suffering from lead enco%halopathy.; In this situation .
lead analyses come to have only an academic value. The




Mr. E. R. Alden

presence of lead in the tissues of the body does not

necessarily mean illness, The illness must be established

by clinical examination. It 1s, therefors, faulty reasone

1ng to regard e lead analysis as a factor in the dlagnosis,
1§ been ESVablished 1n thls mants ease ﬁnat he did
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manner like the brain in retaining lead for long periods .
of tims, I do not belleve this is the case for our
experimental results on animals do not give us any
rezson for believing that the skin behaves in this manner.
In fact the only bissue in the boéy which we have found
hle of retaining lead for long pericds of time is the
L. Tt ystem. . However 1% isgpoasible to imagine
‘hich ﬁhe skinﬁ : retaln mode :

I have ﬁana tc some lengthﬂ to explain
ny point of view: in‘erdér‘%a naka oy attitude ‘quite
clear, I can only repeat b :
available 1n this case, ai

from our considersble
I do not belleve this man
,quenae of his acute 1llness
ase were presented to the
shpnld rierely atate essentially
' the responsibllity for
o Y Amving the detalls of

I am, of eourse, unable to
sabiliﬁy of this same procedure

Very truly yours,
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