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“This Environmental Protection Agency doesn’t seem to have met an air regulation that it likes,” said Mary
Nichols, chair of the California Air Resources Board and a former EPA assistant administrator. “I've not seen
any evidence that this administration knows anything about the auto industry, they just seem to be against
anything the Obama administration did. “Vehicle emissions are going up, so clearly not enough is being done
on that front. The Trump administration is halting further progress at a critical point when we really need to
get a grip on this problem.”

Nichols said she had been disturbed by signals coming from Pruitt and other EPA officials that she said show
the federal government is looking to end California’s waiver. “We are very concerned because these standards
are the bedrock of our whole climate change platform,” she said. “Scott Pruitt has made threatening noises
about the Californian waiver, saying that we are trying to run the country. It feels like this is going to be the
next shoe to drop. If it does, we will litigate and fight for our rights in the political arena with other states and
consumer advocates.”
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