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' A particularly distressing
step is dsscribed in ny enclozures,
Sincerely yours,

oy # C———-J
i3/ ad

znel.

ce: Dr. Xehoe

Dr. Wheatley
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An auto

y Performed by As-4
sistant Me Examine

r Rosen-

1thal showed that the little Negro

g{l, Celeste Felder of 473 Macon
had swallowed some paint—
ust as Rer father, William, 34,

d feared all the time. Rosen-
thal pointed out~that the report
was not final and that he would
await results af.a to:dcologxcal

examination:
Felder to!d lce Celeste was
in the habit of eating “anything

she could get her hands on,” but
that when she began crying and
refusing to eat about six weeks
ago, they thought she was just

4iealous of her new btother, horn

June 5,

ispitals Err, Child Dies

V:ctm}f "'£eart ‘Poisoning. After 4 Wrony Diagnoses

-&eareold daughter of a Brooklyn railroad clerk dled of acute Jead poison-
‘gfter, police said, two private dactors and two hospitals had incor-
rectly d:agnosed the case and assured the parents she was “not seriously ill.”

bsaud she had intestinal grippe

and gave her a shot of penicillin.
Last Monday they took her to
another doctor, who said it was

worry about.”

On Tuesday, the child's condi.
tion worsened. Her father rushed
her to Kings County Hospital,
where “an up er’ respuatory in-
fection” gnosed. Despite
the Iather S - pleas he was told to
take Celeste home,

When . she developed convul- |t
sions on Wednesday, Felder took
his daughter to Bushwick Hos-
pital. ‘This time it was “a bad

They took her to a doctor, Who_

case of tonsillitis,” He was told

a virus infection -— “nothing to
' doctor_agreed with him that in-

to take her home, let her rest and
to give her medicine.

As- the secreams and uncon-
sciousness resumed, the father
took Celeste to Brooklyn Eye and
Ear Hospital, This time a woman

flamed tonsils were not enough
to cause her condition and said
it might be lead poisoning.

The doctor suggested Celeste
be taken to Cumberland Hospital,
where there were better facilities
Ior oper treatment. But it was

Yate. The child died in Cum-
berland at 4:15 a. m.

Police of the Classon Ave, sta-
tion said their investigation was
ended. . LT

MY, vau’y P’Inﬂr’oe‘ AuA. 24,1957

A 215-year-old girl dled in con-
vulsion today, apparently of lead
poisoning, after two private doc-
tors and two hospitals had diag-
nosed her sailment as “not
serious.”

The two hospitals turned little
Celeste Felder away, saying her

swollen tonsils could he treated at
home. But doctors at Cumberland
Hospital, Bklyn., where she died,
said the Negro girl's habit of eat-
ing anything that came to hand—
dirt, plaster, paint, putty, any-
thing she could stuff in her mouth
—may have caused her death.
When Celeste began crying and
refusing meals about six weeks
ago, her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
William Felder, of 473 Macon.St.,
Bklyn., thought she was merely
jealous of her mew brother, born
June 5. The child’s weeping "kept

rup, however, and aWMysx-
cian was consulted.

Told Not to Werry.,

He said Celeste had intestinal
grippe, gave her penicillin, and
told her parenis not to worry.

Celeste got worse. Her crying
turned to screams. She couldn’t
hold any food. 'The doctor said
she would improve soon, buf she
didn’t.

Monday, Mr. Felder called in
another doctor. He said the child
had a. virus infection. Again, it
was nothing to worry about. Ce-
leste took her medicine and her
screams grew louder.

Out of Her Head.

Tuesday, she went out of her
head before lapsing into uncon-
sciousness. Her father rushed her
to Kings County Hospital, where
a third physician examined her.

“Upper respiratory infection,” he
said. Mr. Felder pleaded she was
too sick for that, but said the doc-
tor gave the baby more medicine
and sent her home.

All day yesterday, convulsions
shook Celeste’s tiny frame. She
became unconscioug again last
pight. In desperation Mr. Felder
called police. They sent an ambu-
lance which took the sick young-
ster to Bushwick Hospital.

Sent Home Again.

A woman doctor there, a hos-
pital spokesman said, looked at
Celeste's throat and said she had
a bad case of tonsillitis. Take her
home, let her rest, give her medi-
cine, she advised.

“You don’t understand,” Mr.
Pelder cried, almost in tears, “My
baby’s dying.”

But the doctor insisted it “would

His Little Glrl Screamed in Pain for 6 Weeks
But 4 MDs Said, 'Don't Worry'; Ther' She Died

be foolish and a waste of money”
to admit Celeste for further ob-
servation, according to Mr, Felder.
“Take her home,” she repeated
with professional finality.

Home again, the now-familiar
perieds of screams and wuncon-
sciousness were 7resumed. Mr,
Felder took Celeste to Brookliyn
Eye and Ear Hospital where an-
other woman doctor said her in-
flamed tonsils were not enough to
cause the convulsions. “It might
be lead poisoning,” she said after
examination. )

She suggested the child be
transfered to Cumberland Hos-
pital, where facilities {or treating
her were greater. Cumberland
doctors agreed with the lead
poisoning diagnosis and did what
could be done for Celeste. But it
was too late. She died at4 15a.m.
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