IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINTA

JAMES M, ADKINS, Administrator
of the Estate of Ralph E. Adkins,
Daceased, et al,

Plaintiffs,

)
)
)
)
%
vs. ; No, 81-2098
MONSANTO CGMPANY, a Delaware )
Corporation, )

Dsfendant, ;

Deposition of
WILEY HOGEMAN
talken on behalf of the
Plaintiffs.

Reporter: M. Joy Springer
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
* " SQUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA

JAEES M. ADKINS, Administrator

)
of the Estate of Ralph E. Adkins, )
Deceased, et al, )
- . .- )
Plaintiffs, )
)
vs. ) No. 81-2098
)
MONSANTO COMPANY, a Delaware )
Corporation, )
)
Defendant., )-
APPEARANCES :
Messrs. Calwell, McCormick & -
Peyton,
by W. Stuart Calwell, Jr., Esq. For Plaintiffs,
Messrs. Bowles, McDavid, Graff &
Love,
by Charles M, Love III, Esq.
and
Thomas E, Scarr, Esq.
and

Deborah A. Sink, For Defendant.

IT IS STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between
coungel for the plaintiffs and counsel for the defendant
that the deposition of WILEY HOGEMAN may be taken pur=-
suant to Rule 26(a) of the Federal Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure, on July 8, 1983, at the Radisson Hotel, Room 215,

9th Street and Convention Plaza, St, Louis, Missouri,

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE




hY «
—

10

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

- 23

24

25

before M, JOY SPRINGER, a Notary Public within and for
the County of Madison, St;te of Illinois;_that the

issuance of notice and dedimus is waived, aﬁd that this
deposition may be taken with the same force and effect
as if all Federal rules and statutory requirements had

been complied with,

IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED that any

and all objections to all or any part of this deposition

- : J"‘r

answers given, are hereby reserved and may be raisid
on the trial of this cause; and that the signatura of

the deponent is not waived.

* ko ok Kk k k% h kK K

WILEY HOGEMAN

produced, sworn and examined on behalf of the plaintiffs,
deposas and says as follows:
EXAMINATION
BY MR, -CALWELL:
(Whereupon the reporter marked Plain-
tiffs' Deposition Exhibit #ﬁ95 (Monsanto
#8324312) consisting of 1 page, for the pur-

poses of ifidentification.)
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Q (By Mr. Calwell) Would you state your
name, please,

Wiley Hogeman,

A

Q ‘And where do you live, Mr. Hogeman?

A Here in St. Louls at Fair Oaks.

Q You're employed by the Monsanto Company?
A Yes..

Q Vhat 1is 1t you do for thzm?

A I'm the General Manager of the Rubb

R
S

Chemicals business,

: Is that a corporate level positlon? . .2,

A No, it's not. I'm not an officééﬁﬁﬁg;
I am a senior manager.
Q Is there a Rubber Chemicals Division?
A it ﬁsed to be a Rubber Chemimls Division
and then we reorganized and now it's called -- we have
Manufacturing -- we have functionalized. We have a manu-
facturing function énd a research function, a sales

function, and then I run the business group which are the

commercial people,

Q Does that group have a naxe?
A It's the Rubber Chemicals business group,
Q Would that be the same, like, MIC 1is

Monsanto Industrial Chemicals, is that the same kind of

organizational division that the Rubber Chemicals group 1s?

N )
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A No, The Rubber Chemicals group is one
of the groups within an MIC company. 1It's one of the
businesses within an 0perating‘company and one of the

businesses of Monsanto Polymer Products Company.

Q And you're a General Manager?

A | General Manager, right.

Q How long have you been in that position?
A

Since January 1lst, 1981. Two and a

half years.
Q What is your education? ‘
A I have a B. S, Degree in Chemisf‘ry
and a second B.S. Degree in Chemical Engineering ffbﬁ}‘;ﬁgﬂf,s

Louisiana State University.

Q You ofiginally from that area?

A Yes, Born, raised there, Never left
until I went to work with Monsanto and I went into the
service,

Are those your only two Degrees?
Yes., That's enough. One too mény.
When did you start with Monsanto?

June 13, 1956, That's about 27 years ago.

o » o > o

. During that period of time from 1956
until today have you had any connection with the Nitro

facility?

A Not ur.til I moved into the Rubber
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Chemicals business in January of '81.

- Q During your employment with Monsanto

have you done any work in the area of chlorophenols?

A No.

Q Any association with 2,4,5-T1

A No.

Q What kinds of things have you done

for Monsanto over the years?

A Well, I started out in the Teéhﬁﬁ?gi-'

group in Peﬁsacola, Florida, and worked my way th£§ﬁzh;ﬁ

that massive organization running many other jobswithin ‘;}*

the plant to General Superintendent, Then from tﬁéﬁ@?@ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ
ﬁoved to Plant Manager of a filament polyester plant.

and got into Alabama, and it was since shut down or

exited the filament polyester business, and I came to

St. Louis in 1964 as the Business Director of the In-
dustrisl Fibers Business éroup and from there to Genergl
Manager of Manufacturing for the textile company. I

ran all of the manufacturing for the textlles organiza-

"tion and then from there to running all of marketing for

textiles and from there over to Rubber Chemicals in '81.
Q Now, is 1981 your first experience in
the Rubber Chemicals area?
A Yes. First introduction to that world.

Q And that would account, then, for your
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beginning association wi*h Nitro facilicy?

A Uk huh (yes) But the Nitro Plant
didn't report directly to me. It reported through the
Manufacturing Division, but Nitro made some of the rubber
chemicals products that we sell. |

Q And from your summary of your experience
with Monsanto, I take 1it, over the years you have had
no assoclation with the Agricultural business of Monsanto?
A No, none whatsoever, I wish I hm&; drr
Q; Now, Mr. Hogeman, your name croppedmﬂ“’ﬁgii

up on a docuwent, I'll hand you what's been marksd

P e
" S

Plaintiffs' Exhibit #295 (Monsanto #83243%2), sir.

A Uh huh (yes).

Q You have had a chance to look at Ex-
hibit 2957

A Yes.

Q That appears to be a Monsanto memo--

hrandum, and your name is shown on the dlstribution list?

5:A Uh huh (yes)

Q And the document refers to the Nitro
Héalth‘Study Task Force. Why would you be on that dis-
tribution 1list? |

A Only because I was the General Manager
of the Rubber Chemicals Business, and some of the chemicals

that we sell are made 1a Nitro. So I would have a business
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interest in this whole proceading as far as maybe the
eventua1-3§ééome, or whatever,
" qQ Now, in that connection how were you
made ‘aware of the formation of the Nitro Task Force?
A I didn't have an} detalled knowledge
of any formation of any Task Force, This was done at
a corporate level completely divorced from wme or any

input from me.,

Q Right. Did you just start rece%ﬁhﬁ%l?#i
these copies of the minutes of the Task Force an&fiﬁiiﬁ%&%%i
kind of thing? : | “ '

A Yes, ;;géns 5 %

Q Did you have any advance notice that

you were going to start receiving those documents?

A No, not really.
Q They just showed up in your mail one day?
A Yes, just because of my position,

=.Q Did you ésk, what In the world 1s the

L,
oy

Nitro fasﬁ'fdrce, I1've just gotten this mail?

A I read some of them and, of course,
they were self-explanatory,

Q So aside from just receiving these
documentg without warning, I suppose, and feading them,
that's the only knowledge you had about the Nitro Task

Force, is that what you re saying?

.44..';11_' T -.‘
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A That's about it,
Q Do you &now anybody on the distribution
list on Exhibit 2957 |
A I know most of theﬁl' I don't know
some of the people that this is directly addressed to,
I know all of the people that were copied in, but not

the addreszees, nol all of the addressees,.

Q All right. You talk tn any of these

£28%
about the Nitro Task Force? : ;géi;*
A Oh, yes. We talked periodically}
hallway conversations, whatever, . *%*Gﬁéﬁiiﬁ%
Q And were they in the sawe situation

you were in, just pretty much ignorant about why they
would start receiving these documents?

A Oh, they weren't ignorant as to why,
Neither was I ignorant as to why I was receiving them.
I knew vggy.well why I was receiving them. Simply be-
éause of m;-position_ I have an interest in it bﬁt no

direct involvement,.

Q What was the purpose of che Nitro Task
Force?
A I'm not sure, Since I wasn't asked

as to wnat was involved, I can't answer the question,

Q If T understand what you're saying
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correctly, then, ever& bit of correspondence that goes
to the Nitré“Plant, then,-since the Nitro Plant has
some funcﬁisn with the rubber chemicals aspects of
Monsanto, you as a matter of course, then, receive, is
that what you're saying, and that thié was no diffééent
than anything else you would receive from dealing with
the Nitro Plant?

tA I recelve a lot of correspondence
involving the Rubber Chemicals Business associated with
Nitro I don't receive a lot of other, but on a general

basis I do, If it's a general plant situation, I re-

ceive it because it could impact my business, But;there'

are other businesses at Nitro also besides rubber chemi-
cals, and I don't receive that kind of information,

Q But insofar as Information that Nitro
may generate or be directed to Nitro that concerns the
Rubber Chemicals Business, you would normally receive;
that, is Eyﬁf what you're saying?

iﬂi& Uh huh (yes).

. Q And the Nitro Task force was realiy
no different than anything else, and that's why you were
on the 1list?

A It's something that impacted the whole
plant and as a‘iesult anything that's generel that im- |

pacts the plant I receive; as my associlates do, because

;.-

Iy
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it could impact not only my business but theirs. It's

for informational purposes,

qQ. How did you know it impacted the entire
piant:?

A What «-

Q The Nitro Task Force,

A 1 don't know whether it does. - .

Q Now, you just said it did, you sf*:j,-d-ifg’t |

A It was a plant issue, it's a plaﬂbmu&AT

Q Well, do you receive everything that's
a plant issue?

A That might impact my business, yes,

Q Well, how did ypu know that that was a
plant issue that impacted the entire plant?

. A That's my own understanding and my |

own 1mpreis-‘icm. '

Q All right. And what did ypu base that

understanding and impression on?

A Common sense,
Q Nothing else?
A No. Just the fact that-a lawsult has

been brought on by a number of employees spread across

that you received it. . AR o
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the plant, and whether they are spread across the plant
I don't Eﬁow. I don't know where they come from. But

I assume that, It's an assumption on my part.

Q Is that why the Nitro Task Force was
formed?
A For what?
Q Because of the lawsuit,
A I don't know.
s A e
Q Well, you just said because of g lawsuit; -t
’ '.?'51123"'.1‘_{‘,;.3', o

brought by a number of employees =--
e, -

A And I said I assumed gll that. "I can't

factually say yee or no to that because I'm not Eﬁ@wi.ﬁflsi?S;

"

edgeable,

Q I understand that. But in your mind,
at least, there must be some connection between the
lawsuit or a lawsuit and the Nitro Task Force, is that
what you're saying?

s _A I don't know. I don't know when the

Nitro TasEl%Erce~was formed, I don't know when the lawsuit

was filed, so I can't tell which came first,

Q So you're changing your testimony -=
A No.
Q You don't have that impression any more

about the connection between the lawsuits and the Task

Force and the number of individuals that were spread
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across the plant giving you an impression that the Task
Fores, then, fmpacted the entire plant and that's the
reason you were.on a copy list? That's the way I under-
.s tood your testimony,

A My testimony was that I received this
because it's something that could impact the entire plant
and as a result I recei.ved it, yes,

qQ And I asked you why, and that's the

explanation you gave me.

one?

A No, 1'1ll stick with what I said"-}._x'

Q Now, do you still receive informaﬁion
from the Task Force?

A Perir;hdically. less and less frequent,

Q Some of the Task Force materials make

reference to dioxin, you recall that?

s AL No.
RREANR I 4 _ : }
- qQ Have you ever heard of dioxin or

A I think everyone in St, Louis has heard

of that because of Times Beach,

Q When did you first hear about dioxin?
A I can't pinpoint that.
Q Was it in connection with your work or
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the Task Force?

A To be very truthful with you, the first

- .time that dioxin made an impression on me i3 Times Beach.

Q And how did you learn about that?
A Newspaper. .
Q So your information about dioxin had

its genesis, I guess, in the newspapers, right?

A Basically.

Q Has that been pretty wuch the soutce‘
of your informtion about dioxin, the newspar;ers?if;-.f‘:':-l'.'r-

A Uhhuh (yes).

Q Did the Nitro Task Force have &!‘-l:):rthing

to do with dioxin, that you know of?
A Not really, to my knowledge,

Q You don't have any idea what it had to
do with, right? |

A No.

] Did you ever attend any meetings of the

Nitro Task Force? |

A-. I think, one meeting, one of the first
meetings, and I'm not sure whether it was that one or not.

Q -And do you know why you attended 1t?

A Yes, Because they called a meeting
to bring paople up to date on all of the activities,

Q Do you remember what you were brought
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up to date on at that.time?

A How mani,' plaintiffs, what chemicals
ware invoived and all of it, I didn't understand most
of it simély because I was rather new. You can Imagine

me Eoming from Textiles into that world,

Q When you were In Textiles, did you

have occasion to work with carbon difulfide?
A No.
Q Th::;t would be true for H2S, ( supp"g’ﬂ"i ;
A Righe, 1T
Q . That meeting that you attended ﬁﬁefe;é;'

you were brought up to date on the status of the-iﬁﬁsg#@ﬁ;ﬁ#i
and,I assume, you're talking about the lawsuit that
you're being deposed in now, a sult brought by a number

of employees and former employees?

A Uh hul (yes).

Q Is that wﬁere you got the idea that
the Task ??rce was in response to that lawsuit?

” A No. |

Q Did that reinforce your opinion that
that is what the connection was?

A No.

Q Have you received any briefing or

information at all from Nitro regarding 2,2,7,8-TCDD?

A

No.
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Q - Or Monsanto?

A I didn't hear that.

Q You have not received any information
or briefing about 2,3,?,8-TCDD from your company, is that
right?

A Not me, no,

Q And nothing in connection wi:ch any

or any other substance, is that right?

A That's right.

Q You have had no information about'rthat"

from the plant or from Monsanto?
A No,
Q 0.X. The only thing you knew about
is what you read in-the newspapers, right?
About dioxin?
Yes.
Yes,

And the Nitro Plant?

> o ¥ o >

I don't read about the Nitro Plant in
the newsPQpers.

Q Now, in connection with your receiving
literature from the Nitro Task Force, did you receive

any information about Raymond Suskind?
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LA At that‘point --
q which point?
A Early on, when I went to cne meeting,
and I'm not sure what meeting that was, whether it was
the first, second, fourth or tenth or what, but I went
to a meeting and I think they reported éomething. This
has got toc be two years ago, and I was brand new in the
job. But I think they were talking about something,

L
that maybe Suskind was going to do something or séma

in

£y
; 'h"-:.

vo~n

I don't know what the derails were,

Q You evar see any of his stud169§s

A No.

Q And as far as you know, you never
attended any other meetings of the Task Force other than

that one?
A T don't think so.

2 Q You testified that your connection

F
R

with the-ﬁif;o Plant in your present job was in the
business aéﬁae, I suppose, the economics of the plant or
whether it's probable or not, does that come under your =-=-
A Uh huh (yes). |
Q Did you have a conn2ctiop with a functioen

like that in any other job you had with Monsanto, 1ike,

for example, in the '60s8? Were you in a business =--
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A when I ran the Industrinl Flbers

’ Business Grcuo in 1974 until '76

A
e
t .
S

Q Was that your first job -~
-iA In a commercial job, yes, because T

had béen in manufacturing ﬁp to that point,

Q Now, have you had any connection with
the Krummrich Plant?$ |

A Yes,

Q
would be In relation to your job?

A Yes, Currently

Q 4
testing plan or procedures regarding analyzing SanQOpth 1

or chlorodibenzo-dioxins?

A No.

Q Don't know anything about that?

A - Don't know anything about 1it,

Q You were not on ény mailing list or
copled?

A Not to my wnowledge,

Q And that wauld be true for 19797

You're not aware of anything that occurred in 1979 in-

'volving testing of pentachlorophenol or orchochlorophenol?

A No.

Q For d benzofurans or anything like that?
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o~

know yet

A Didn't even know what they :re. Don't
;;:E they are.
Q Well, they have been in the newspapers.
A Maybe you're right,
MR, -CALWELL: O.K., Mr. Hogeman.

Thank you,

J1ley Hogeman
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
- ) ss.
COUNTY OF MADISON )

I, M. JOY SPRINGER, a Notary Public, duly
commisgioned and qualified in and for thes Counﬁy of
Madison, State of Illinois, do hereby certify that
pursuant to notice came before me on the 8th dav of
July, 1983, at the Radisson Hotel, Room 215, 9th

Street and Convention Plaza, St. Louis, Miséourtg:'

%

WILEY HOGEMAN, who was by me duly sworn to tsstifflﬁ;

the truth and nothing but the truth of his knowledge

touching and concerning the matters in ControversiJfﬁ“jWi’~“'

this case; that he was thereupon carefully examined
upon cath, and his examination reduced to writing
under my supervision; that the deposition is a true
record of the testimony given by the witness; and
signature of the witness was not waived.

1 FURTIER CERTIFY thae I am neither attorney
nor couﬁ;;i:for nor related to nor employed by and
of the pafﬁies to the action ir which this deposition
is taken; and further, that I am not a relative or
employee of any attorney or counsel employed by the
parties heretb, or.financially interested in thae

action.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my
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hand and affixed my notarial seal on this

day of July, 1983.

Notary Public within and for tha. ... .

J.J

County of Madison, State of Illiﬁé{ﬁ'"t' .
JF ] ;
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