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Pruitt Promotes Independence On EPA Science Boards

“It Just Is Not Right For The Agency To Be Issuing $77 Million In Grants And Then
Asking These People To Be Providing Independent Counsel.”
- EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt

THE WASHINGTON POST: "Scott Pruitt Blocks Scientists With EPA Funding From Serving As
Agency Advisers.” “It is very. very important to ensure independence, to ensure that we're getting
advice and counsel independent of the EPA .’ Pruitt told reporters Tuesday. He estimated that the
members of three different committees — Scientific Advisory Board, the Clean Air Science Advisory
Committee and the Board of Scientific Counselors — had collectively accepted $77 million in EPA
grants over the last three years. He noted that researchers will have the option of ending their grant
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THE WALL STREET JOURMNAL: "EPA Bars Scientists It Funds From Advisory Roles.” 'The
Environmental Protection Agency will no longer permil scientiste receiving agency grants (o serve on
thiee ol ils independent advisory boards, a change the agency said was designed o foster greater
independence and regional diversity for the panels, bul which scientist groups and environmental
acdvocates said would give polluting Inoustries undie policy influence.” (The Wall Stieet Jourmal,
10D

USA TODAY: "Prultt Moves To Shake Up ERA Advisory Boards.” Scienlists who receive grants
from the Environmental Protection Agency will no longer be allowed 1o simultaneously serve on the
aoency's nearly two dozen advisory boards, an unprecedented girective ERA Administrator Soott
Fruitt . We want to ensure that the American people have confidence . in the process and that
the advisers thal we have ineach of these respeclive capacilies are providing independent, arms-

THE WASHINGTON FREE BEACON: "Members Of Scientific Boards Received $77 Million
Erom EBA While Advising Agency. Under the last three yvears of the Obame administiation,
members sitting on just three of the agency's scientific advisory boards received $77 million in EPA
grants. Pruitt said individuals advising in policy and regulatory matters should be completely

THE WASHINGTON EXAMINER: "Scolt Pruitt Bars EPA Grant Beciplents From Serving On
Advisory Boards.” "People receiving EFA grants who cumrently serve op the three boards will have
to choose whether 1o keep the grant or coptinue their work on the boards Most board menbers
serve three-vear terms. You have to choose, are you going to continue getting a grant or serve the

ABC NEWS: "EPA Blocks SBome Scientists From Serving On Advisory Boards. "The

Sierra Club v. EPA, 1:17-cv-01906 ED_001523B_00002601-00001
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Environmental Frotection Agency announced today that scientists who receive roney from the
agency will no longer be able lo serve on ils advisory boards, 8 move that critics contend will push
independent science out of decisions about environmental policy. . The EPA argues that in addition
to gtrengthening the independence of members on ils boards, the move will lurther increase the
diversity of the councils. with new members offering Tresh perspectives ' The agency is further

DALY CALLER: "Trump’s EPA Takes Sleps To ‘Ensure Independence’ Among Science
Advisers.” EPA will no longer allow researchers to serve on three scienlific advisory boards i they
2is0 receive agency grants. The policy I8 1o ensure science advisers are tuly independent from
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