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By ’I'homu O‘Toole
. Washington Post Biatl Writee

'rhn Government has been

- tn'd that the Natlon's 350,000

shipyard workers face a serl.
ons occupalional hazard from
the asbestos in their place of
work,

The warning was given last
Scplomber to the Navy, the

-l.abor Department and ‘the

Public Health Service by New
York's Blount Sinal Hospital,
where saulopsies have shown
that most men who worked in {J.
shipyards had “excessive” as-
bestos fibers {n their lungs, 2
eonditlon that often Icad: to
serious Iung disease.
So far, the three Federal dc-
rar(ments have made no pube.
le acknowledgment of the te-

° port or it contents,

Aulopsies have been done
on ahout 1000 persons who
died {n Mount Sinal, Elmhurst
Hespttatl In Queens nnd Veler-
ans Administration Hospital in
the Branx in the last two
¥ears, Roughly.hall of these

Sreawene feate Tatenle « sao e

had asbestos tmces ln thclr hnllrr makcrs. stcam ﬂucrn,
lungs, hut a stageering €0 porfwelders, riveters and  engi.
cent of 70 men wha had heen|recrs—men who never handic
shipyard workers at one t:mefashestos.

in their Hves had “consirdera-
blg”
lungs. Some-af these men had’
spent as lillle as one week as’
shipyard wotkess.

Ashestos Dust

“The Incredible (Hn-' Is
none of these men were ashes.
los workers,”

. Scliknff, director of Envie
ronmental Aedicine at .‘Jounl
Sinal yesterday.

Dr. Schlikoff exphincd that
only sbout 1per cent of the
men working {n shipyards hane
dle asbestos directly, but that
most shipyard work is con-
fined to such small places, like
ship’s holds, that just ahout all
shipyard workers “inhale as-
bestos dust on the joh.”

The 70 ex-shipyard workers
on whom aufopsies have been
performed 20 {ar by Mount

Sinal had been electricians,

said Dr. frvinz.

AMount Sinal's aindy follaws

asbestos fibers in theic one In Britain where ashestos

Jazards n four Ntayal Tack-
vands were evamined, The re-
,mus wore Téported in a recent
fxs11> of The Annals of Oceu-
Tpattinpal  llyricne; a Brilish
,medical Journal, O

‘Ashestosls Hctlms', -

In the past year, the report
isald, deckyant workers from
no fewer than 12 difterent oc.
cupations {from cnrine fitter
to stokcr) had heen acceptod
by British health authoritics
as viclims of ashestosis, a
chronie Inflammation of the
Iungs that causces shortness of
breath and hcart discase.

The men In ten of these 12
aceupatinns  work !n smajl,
"machinery spaces,” where
they breathe In asheostns fibers
bty accident. Of an estimated

- erim ne

.Jwarked with ashestos.

U S Waxfmed @ﬁ Asbceoit@s IP’ : f_;ﬂ’:

British docky:rds, only 4
come in dircet conhct wuh a
bestos.

A falalconcee of lhc chr
wall callnl mesotheiioma h
cropped up in dockyard wor
ers in {ive different occuy
tions, the Dritish report sal
This is a cancer almost peet
far to ashesfos workers, a
set none of the victims me
tinned in the British stu
Th
wern  hoiler makers, fitte
welders, shlpmigh(s and ]
czal lahorers. ~

Mount Sinal's Dr. Sclik

said that he and a tcam of d
tors have yet to annlyze the
shipyard workers for causc
death. e also said that
team will study another 2
autopsies dane in the Inst
yeors for evidence of asbes
in the Jungs.

Rut it scems clear there
prablem here” Dr. Sclil
said. *fhat {3 why 1 hirougt
to the allcullon of lhc Gowt

50,000 workers in the four

man R
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