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CHEMICAL MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
August 15, 1997

Carlo Tamburro, M.D., M.P.H.

Suite 119A HSC, School of Medicine

Center for Environmental Health Sciences

Kentucky Institute for the Environment
and Sustainable Development

University of Louisville

Louisville, KY 40292

Dear Carlo:

Following receipt of the revised copy of your protocol, “Brain Cancer
Occurrence in Vinyl Chloride Exposed Chemical Workers Protocol, VCH-6.0-
EPI-BRAIN” dated June 2, 1997, copies were distributed to members of the Vinyl
Chloride Health Committee (VCHC) and our consultant Ken Mundt for review
and comment. This letter briefly summarizes the comments provided by Dr.
Mundt and Mark Gruenwald, a member of the VCHC.

Although we ask that you read and respond to all comments, in
particular, please note the following:

1) Inclusion of chemicals other than vinyl chloride - It is critical that the
protocol and ultimately the report developed for the Vinyl Chloride
Health Committee address only issues related to vinyl chloride
monomer (VCM). Please remove references to chemicals other than
VMC from the body of the protocol and carry this revision through to
the report. The VCHC does not have expertise in analyzing data for
other chemicals.

2) Exposure Classification - During the April 18" meeting held at your
place, Ken Mundt and Ralph Buncher identified several improvements
to the protocol that are not reflected in this revised version. Please
have Ralph Buncher review and revise the relevant sections to reflect
those recommendations. These sections are identified in the enclosed
July 30, 1997 letter from Ken Mundt.

Please issue a revised protocol as soon as possible so that it can be shared
with peer reviewers, Gary Marsh and Harvey Checkoway.
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Representatives from the Vinyl Chioride Health Committee would like to
schedule a follow-up meeting with you and your staff this fall. I will contact you
shortly to arrange the meeting. If you have any questions, please feel free to call
me at 703/741-5637.

Sincerely,

Raormndd . Shoho

Hasmukh C Shah, Ph.D.
Managing Director, CHEMSTAR
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