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As cue o f th e  basic  near.s c i  prevent ion , i t  zzz  teen advocated by 
iea iv h  a u th o r it ie s  th a t  eoa to iaers o f paint* i f  lead  i s  an in g red ien t, be . 
labeled  v i th  a  warning la b e l .  I t  i s  apparent th a t  susn a procedure v i l i  be 
z.f r.o a v a il  as f a r  a s  th e  fam ilies are concerned vho continue to  l iv e  in  o ld , 
ìun-dovn and d e c re p it  p ro p e rtie s . In  th i s  s i tu a tio n , o ther reaediee o u st be sought.

S is  p ain t industry  i s  strongly opposed to  the enactment o f  varying 
labe ling  reg u la tio n s  by individual governmental agencies, s in ce  i t  i s  obvious 
th a t  I f  various ju r is d ic tio n s  enact d if fe r in g  lo c a l  regu la tions f o r  lab e lin g , the utmost confusion v ilJ . ensue, together v ith  ino rd ina te  expenses occasioned 
oy th e  v a r ia t io n s  in  la b e ls  ns between lo c a l i t ie s .  This would a ls o  cause 
i s t r s a e  confusion in  th*> needling o f pain t containers through jobbers and d is ­trib u tin g  houses. >

l a s  p ra c t ic a l  and e ffec tiv e  nethod o f handling la b e ls  f o r  pain t ccn- 'm iners i s  by s& tie ss l .ta n sa rd . This luu ld  enable the caau fac tu rsrs  and d is ­
t r ib u to r s ,  a s  v e i l  a s  t i e  r e t a i l e r s ,  to  meet e l l  h ea lth  requirem ents without 
f e a r  of oantroveniug th e  l a s .

The p a in t ind ustry  i s  very appreciative o f the ass is tan ce  th a t  i t  has 
obtained f r e a  th e  -^eparnaeat o f  Health in  3ev York- C ity  end p a r tic u la r ly  from 
the D ivision  o f kevlrcciueatal sa n ita tio n . The Industry  w ill  keep the Depart­
ment informed o f progress and i s  always ready to  welcome any suggestions th a t  
th e  Department way ca rs  to  o ff  o r.

Chairman
In s t i tu te  o f  In d u s tr ia l  Medicine
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rGMQUAMDUM

TO: Or. Leona Baumgartner Coansissionor
Hew York C ity Départaient o f  Health

" h is  memorandum has been authorized by the Hev York F l in t ,  Varnish and Lacquer A ssociation and i s  subm itted a t  th e i r  request fo r  your considera­tion*
During th e  l a s t  few years an increasing  ssount c f  a tten tio n  has been 

a ttra c te d  t c  the problem o f lead  poisoning among «snali ch ild ren . Various 
s tu d ie s  and rep o rts  on t h i s  s i tu a tio n  have been made, p a rtic u la rly  in  the 
c i t i e s  o f Baltim ore, Boston and elsewhere. The general p ic tu re  th a t  has 
emerged from th ese  s tu d ie s  and In v es tig a tion s i s  th a t  children , par­
t ic u la r ly  during th e  summer months, tend  to e a t  the  pain t th a t  flakes o f f  
ra i l in g s , verandas and w alls  in  p ro p e rties  t h a t  have been allowed to run down 
and which a re  occupied by th e  low est income group fam ilies .

This s itu a tio n  onuses concern to  th e  public h ea lth  a u th o r it ie s , par­
t ic u la r ly  o f our la rg e r  in d u s tr ia l  c i t i e s .  The p a in t industry  i s  a lso  thorougiily 
conversant with th i s  s i tu a t io n ,  jSberes t h i s  concern and i s  anxious to  cooperate 
in  every possib le  way w ith  th e  eublic h ea lth  a u th o r it ie s  in  steps th a t  may bo e ffe c tiv e  in  th e  prevention o f lead  poisoning acoag ch ild ren .

The American Standards A ssociation has appointed a  subcommittee 266 to  
consider lab e lin g  o f coatings and i t  can  be s ta ted  th a t  the  voric c f  th i s  sub­
committee i s  being prosecuted w ith g ra ti fy in g  epeed. I t  i s  expected th a t  th is  
committee w il l  rep o rt a t  an early  date  on standard la b e ls  fo r  pain ts  su itab le  
fo r  in te r io r s ,  fu rn itu re  and to y s . This w il l  enable the  p a in t manufacturers 
to  submit th e se  la b e ls  to  th e  h ea lth  a u th o r it ie s  with th e  assurance th a t  they 
w il l  meet th e  needs o f any c h ild  h ea lth  s i tu a tio n  where sp ec ia l lab e lin g  i s  
in d ica ted .

For some considerable tim e, lead  p a in ts  have not been used by manu­
fa c tu re rs  o f  c h ild ren 's  to y s , c rib s  and o th e r fu rn itu re  designed fo r  use fay 
sm all ch ild ren . The above committee, in  which point manufacturers and health  a u th o r it ie s  a re  rep resen ted , has a s  one o f i t s  o b jectives th e  elim ination  cf 
more than  a amount o f  lead  and o th er tox ic  in g red ien ts from in te r io rp a in ts . Lead-containing p a in ts  a re  used f o r  outside pain ting  where the pain t 
i s  exposed to  th e  weather.
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With bast regards aad bast w ishes, X aa ,

fliaeerely yours.
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CCi Conati aeioner I .  file tta r  
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