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KRARBCARCINOHA
BRLIEVED ON RISK

Btudy of Asbestos Workers
Shows a High Incidence

By HARGLD M. SCHMECK Jr.

Occupational exposure to s~
bestos may be mreking an ex-
tremely rave form of cancor
much mors commoaxr, &occord-
ing to & roport yostarday to tho
annu\muun:cﬂh
Public Hoalth Association.

The cancer iy called mosathe-
lome, It affects the taner lining
of the abdomen ot of the chast
and, in either case, it iz fatal
In the gensral population it is
extremely rare, but studles in

scoypationslly,
P e toetatiste who guve fhe

daoger

restricted to & limited ocoupe-

tion group, but that it might,

be more geperal and possldly off
' There

contsideradle .
is no direct evidence to sub-
stantists this, sald, bu
of the availahle findings
hint that this may be the case.
Tha report was given by Dr.
Irving J. Belikoff and Dr, Jacoh
otéuuntswwm\

and . Cuyler Hasamond,

director of statistical reseavch
for the American Cancer So-

ﬁemhellm is xo rarg in the

gencrw] papilation that it {s nnt

STt e e

rs

ago in an African ubextoly:\‘m-

Ing vegion found 33 cases, the
roport said

Heavy oxposure to asbestos
dust has in the past boen linkod
with some lucreased risk of
lung cancer, Dr. Soltkof? snd
Dr. Haomond mld at g hews|
contevence hafore thelr talk, but
the mesothelioma {s another
m’rtttu‘?' pursuced tho

group ques-
tion by studies In the United
States, Ono of these was & study

of deaths among members of
two New York area iocals of &
construction trade union whose!
members doaltlt with asbestos:
fnsulation, O1 n tofal of 307,
deaths occwrring In .this fairly
mtﬂclecllssrou over 20 years—)
1943 to 196110 were found to
be causcd by mesothelfoma,

The repart called this “an
extraordinarily high Incidence
for & tumor generally so rare
In contrast, they current hugh
study By the Ameriean Cancer|
Hocicty on the effeets of enviroa
mental factors on health showed
that a:;xoug :ul:uﬁz a&t‘l’z; n
gencral population

osotholioma,

A further atudy of many cases
of mesothalloma collectod over
2 long. poriod by tis Armad|
Forces Institute of Pathology
showo that one-fourth of thasel
speeimens Lhat could be tested,
had ovidence of tho presence of
asbostos, |
The worrisome foature, Dr.
Hoamuwond and Dr, Bolikoft sald,
is the evidonce that asbeatos,
once takon wmto the body, seys|
thore, Thus dven & &in ;
exposure oould conceivably um
(1478 ) ,

duot & cancer
pe:'ldodotzoyemormore.tlw‘

said, !
This idea, tor which sald
is 1 as

gical evidence,
could expand the risk from sim-
ply those occunationally exoosed
to virtuall oné who might
only o¢ encounter as-
bostos duat,

The severity of exposure ne¢-
cssary to produce such & seri-
ous efteot {x not known, the
two physiclans sald.
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