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“‘Direster

October 14, 1949

Dr. R. Emmet Kelley, M. D.
Medical Director

¥onsento Cremical Ceompeny

« Louls 4, Missouri
Deer Ir. felley:
Thenk you very much for ycur~lét%er'of'03tober 7 relativs to this Pureau's rperticipztio

in the problsm at yowr Niiro plant. From your lettier it eppears that there has beez
same :Lsunaerstandinv gbout our purpose in wenting additicnal laboratory tests mede,

.and I will try to exvlain es clearly as possible what we heve in miad.

As you are awere, since the initisl explosion of March 8 which conteminzted the various
buildings there hava been a number of cases diagnosed as "ehloracne®, which have 4sv=lq
as & result of the explosion sither from contaminated equipment or from the offending
wterizl teing in the 2ir, Repeated attemnts have Deen made 1o clear the building ani
equipment but new cases contlmued to devslop up to & few weeks ago, with ons very recex
case developing as a result of contact of an employee with transite roofing on the buil
which was apperently impragnated with the offendipg material. We haeve made rzpeated
attempts in our laborato*— t0 identify the meterial: im quesitlon, but with no success ex

Mr, Durlend advises that your research laberstory has 1ikeuisa been unable tc identily
cf finger print the materisl. )

. Our priﬁcipai'concéfh'ét this time is not to identi;y the meierizl for the sake of ’

identificstion but to arrive .at some meens of determining whether or not the tuildirg
or its verious parts has Yean sufriri=ntl} decontaminated in order thet we carn justifizl
say that ad emp;o;ee can work inp the buildings without bei_g further exposzd. Since ocuws
chemlcal methods bave failed up to thiz time,il appeared to us that the logical step wer
be to take screpings frem the ualls, ledzes, etc. of verious arveas in the planu and use
these for enimal experimentation to determine whether or nct any of the material remadini
could cause this partécu_n* type of acnz, We ked In mind the testing cf these vsrious
materials elong with scme of the pure r2 actien products on rabbit esrs uC ascertain whet
cr not the aenz producing proparties still remained,

Being acquainted with Dr. Szyth end with some of the work be hes dome elong this line,
I thought perhaps such work could te dome by his group. However, .Af Dr, Xeshee's gzroup
is in & position to &o similar studles, we certainly would te quite agreeable to trteir
doing the work .in place of Dr. Smyth.




Very trdy yours,

Trke work *_r.?olvec, 2s I understend, would if dons by the Mellon Leboratory cost
approxizetely $50.C0 per semple and I can visuelize e.pp“o:d.::atal, 6 oré8 sa...o"e“.
Dr. Sm;rth ad7isez thet due to their indusirial affilisiions, the work woulsd he

done on..y provided your Gompeny would requesit such work to b° dons, and that he
would elaso have o clear such work with their New York office, Weether or not 1%
could be arrsagsd fo" the State to defray ihs expense of carrylng oul these tesis
would Zevend upon Ir, Smyih oblaining permission to eceept money from = Stats agsney
and, of course, upcn our ability io obiain the nacessary funds.

We would aporeciates very mueh your contacting Ir. Kshoe to ascertzia wheilber or not
his group is in position to do such work, 2lthougk I am not aware of any pu aLs..ec
werk of this type being done by -Ketiering Labor.n ,. In eny event we would eppreciate
Jour furiher thoughts on this meiter end essistance in helping uws assure the empioyess
that their workirg plsces have teen rendered freze of harmful amere produsing meterizls.

STATE TEPARTMENT OF REALTH
Burezu of Indusirial Hyglens

By,

Pauvl D. kHalley, )
. Acting Director .
Industrial Zrgiendst
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