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A new study zl..mrz former workers at a
cnentical plant in S.oanefcld shows cnly a
small - and possibiy m«gmr:;nnt - correiation

tween ex2osure to chmnicals and the inci-
dence ef cancer, the sciznist who condusted the
study woys. |

“There was a ,,srat.sncally‘ -u"-uﬂcan' ex-
cess for the rectal cancers.” said Dr. Gary
Marsh. "But that wus the only significant find-
ing in the whole repaci. and you c¢an’'t place
mu-n weight envit.”

Mar .v.h asvisiant preiessor of biostatistics at
the University of Pitisburgh, conducted the
study for the itocsantoe Co.. owner of the plant.
In ail, he stindied the rocords of some 2500 em-
ployees vwho worked at the plan! botwoen 1949
and 1964,

The main findings from thc new stud)'
Marsh said, were:

o The resulis did not support the hypothcs!*
that tumors of the digestive tract or the geni-
tal/urinary tract were related 1o grneral expo-
sure (o chesnicals ir the plant, or were related ta
the cdates workers were hired.

@ Cancer of the d!g&me tract and the geni-
tal‘urinary tract ~ other than tumors of the
rrostats gland or rectum - were not related to
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emngiovment in any of 21 sgecific work stations

at the chemical piant.

" Of the w.i sers with rectal cancer. 57 per-
ceit Rad been eniploved {0 cellulose nitrate pro-
ductizn. which was a sialisticaiiy s!gnificant
cacess of tumers. But, tarsh said, ther™ is no
recent Jiseratre inking bowel cancer with ex-
ocsure to collulose nitrate.

S Among the chemical workess with proslat-

ic cancer. 2t percet had worked in polystyrene
processing. bul this resull was not considered
statst:eally signtficant.
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Marsh, in a telephone intervicw, commented

- that "we tried to ideatily a pasticalir workpiace

or agent they! the WOrkers) were enposed to Lhat

could have Leen related to this (ca nccr'; exXCesS.

hut the only thing that came cut of the repori
was this rectal thing.”

As a result of these fin lings, ‘-nrsh = report
recommended “updating the c.—.bmal Sprmg—
fi=id study . 56 as to better asser-. the possible {
risk.” . ;

This third study was done ‘because eariisr |
work sug-ested there might be an exzess of di-
gestive tract cancers and tumcrs of the genita
Jurinary sysiem, mostly the prostace gland. f

A study conducted by-a rerearch group at
UMass Amherst had also sugsusicd there could
be exves:ive mortality from cancer amory for-
mer waorkers at the piant. That study focused on
how the hzalth of workers might vary according
to where they worked in the plant. :

The UMass study was conducted by Dr. kea- |
neth Rosenman and a tzam of groduate siue
dents fiom the university’s Division of Pubhlic
Heaith.

Dr. Willim R. Caffey. speaking for Monsanio,
no:ed that the University of Pittsourgh study
“says that w.th the exception of the rzeral and
prostatic cancers. there's no sugoestion of work-
related tiiness2s in the deaths from aki the diges-
tive and genité-unrinary cancers.”

Asked whetrer current cunditions at the
plant will be changad In response to the find-
in3s. Gaffey repliad that cxposure conditinns

. have chiunzed significantly over 1he vears. so

the exposures are no longer the same.

“If these cancers are occupational, thevre®
the result of exposuras that occurred several
decadns ago. unger conditions that were proh-
ably quite diffcrent” than they are today,
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