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PRESENT STATUS

At the Subcommittes meeting held March 25, 1950, the following
objectives were presented:
‘Y. The determination of incidence and prevalence retes
of retrograde, hypertrophiec or neoplastic reactlons
.1n employess of the Petroleum Industry.
II. The comparison of thedgo rates with those of the
general population and other industries,
IITI. The evaluation of control procedures that have been
accepted, =mployed or recommended.
IV. The reéozmendation, if. the atudias justify the
action, of standardized safety and control measures,
The possidble approgaches to these objectives are:
I. A 'Retrgsbective or Historical Study of all availabdle
records of.guch cases among the employees of the
Petroleum Industry, \

-

II. A Current Reglistry recelving reports of such cases

Pt A

as they are dlscovered by and/or reported to the
various Mcdical Departments.
I1I. A study of tho Pmployee Hcalth Beneflt Plan records
. with the hope that liko data ean be secured from other

. industries.

’y
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<
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Fiold surveys of rctrograde or hyperkaratotic losions

on cxposod skin surfeaeccs,

V. A repetition of the studies which have pointed out an
unusual hazard in the Slack Wax Process.

YI. The esteblishment of & Consultation Sqé;ic; to assist

' 4n the piann;ng,or comparable company studies. This

last spproach was not discussed at the Cincionaeti meeting.
Q1192 RinFniM 01823



FUTURE PLANS

A. It 1s proposed to implement immediately, insofar 23 possibile
and/or .fessible, with due consideration and understanding of
the wide variafion in company policies, medical care programs,
management interest and labor relations, the first two
approacheé, namely, (I} the Retrospective Study and (II)} the
currsent Registry.

I. Retrospective or Hiatorical Study

1, Description

This approach requires the assembling of the clinical
records and employment historlies of proved cases of -
Neoplastice diaéase known to have ocgurred among employees of
the cooperating Petroleum Companies, ‘regardless of site, type
of tumor, degree of exposure to veriaous csarcinogenic hazards
and employment status,

The Medic&l Departments, undef this plan, within the
limits of their legal responaibilities (See Appendix, Pege 1),
would be e;pected to forward to the Survey Group of the
D OUniversity of Cincinnatl the records of all known cases of

proved‘or suspectod Neoplastic disocase which have occurred
among their employees during the period covered by thelir
immediately available files,

Tt would bo expected thet the details of the clinical
Yacords would be sugmented, supplemented and/or verified,
insofar g9 possible, Ty the variouns Medicel Departmonts
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through their relationships with their sutordinate offices,
private physicians, hospitals, clinics ané laboratories.

To determine the degree of possidble excosure to verious
potential cercinogens, the various Medicsal Departments would
be eéxpected to request that thelr Persornel Departments
furnish, insofar a&s their records permit, & detailed employment
history,-including not only inform&éion regardiné the
employment of the patient in the c¢ompany c» industry, but also
any other employment in other industries as covered be their
records,

(See Appendix, Pages 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 for the deteils
of the information to be requested on (1) ths initial report,
(2) the clinical record and (3) the employment history.)

The Survey Group of ihe University of Cincinnati would
be expected to ;ct up the necessary c¢lericel mechanism to
receive the initlial reports, to procbss the clinical records
and employment histories and to provide interim and final
summations to the Medical Advisory Committee. The tabulations
and analyses would be arranged to protect the identity of the
companies gnd/or the individual patients involved in the

_3tudy through the use of a code system.

2. ‘Objectives

The serious defect in this plan arises from the great
variation in the amount and type of information available in
files of the variocus Medical and Personnel Departments. For
some companies, thc need to c¢ollecct this data is an entirely
new concapt. In otherﬁ, even tho provision of medlical care

pfograms for the omployees is a reletively recent activity.
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This approach, even with optimum conditions, informetion
and cooperation, cen only furnish a erude estinate of the
prevalence of Neoplastlc disease among emmloyees of the
coo?ernting companies wno have had exposures to the older
conditions and processes, The tabulations cannot be used to
ascertain ths potential hazards of the newer processes.

Howaver, if 2 consistent pattern in the -cccupational
histories o{.this group of cases was found, the presence of
overlooked hazards in the older methods might be 1ndic;téd.
Furthermore, if an unusual distribution is reported with regard
to type snd site of tumor, further epldemiological studies of
Neoplastic disease in employees of the Petroleum Industry
might be limited tvonly certain types end siteal

Approximate Perdod of Study

It is readily spparent that, dua to the many diverse
gituations found in the industry, the variation in the degree
¢f cooperation offered by the different companies, the time
needed to securc general accoptance of a standardized report
and the necessery lag that will bé encountered in setting up
éhe cleri&al mechanism at the University of Cincionati, this
approeach will require approximately two yesrs to complste.

I€ wrould bo expected that the final report including casas es
they bave accurred up to and including Jeavary 1, 195% could
not be submitted before 1952,
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description of the job of the indivicdual in the cowpany and/er
industry, but also all other employment ccvered by their
recorda. It i3 bhoped that this record cen be augmented or
3up31emanted, if necessary, by the Medical Departments, sinces,
in many inatances, the patient will be in direct contaect with
the Medical Director or his irmediate suberéinates.

(See Appendlx, Pages 2, 3, Lk, S end & £or the detalls
of the information to be requested on (1) the initlal report,
{(2) the c¢linical racord and (3} ths employment history,)

It would be expected that the various'ﬁedical Departments,
slther directly or by securing the assistance of thelr
Fersonnel Department, would furnish, periodically, similsar
employmenﬁ nistories for certain groups of employees in thelr
company. The groups or semples required for this phase of the
atudy would be selected with =z direc% request from the Survey
Group, but only after personal conzultation with the various
Kedical Directors and ﬁubject to the general approvai of the
Medical Advisory Committes. '

. (See‘ﬁppendii, Pages 5 and 6 for the employment history
;; used for cased which would be sought not for all, but only
8 sample of the total number of employees in the company or
industry,)

The Survey Oroup of ths University of Cineinnati would be
expected to set up the necessary clerical meéhéniam to recelve
tha initial reports, to process the clinical racords and
employment histories end to provide psriodic interim
swmations to the Mediecal Adviaory Committee. The tabulations
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and analysea would be 80 arranged that the 1ldentity of the
compenies end/or the individual p#tients involved would again
bs protected through the use of a2 code aysten,

In the attempt to calculate incidence rates for at least
a r;action of the indﬁstry, it would be expected that the
Survey Group would prepare the plan, subject to the approval
of the Medical Advigory Cormittee, for selecting the nseded
employee groups for the populstion studies as previously
described,

As an adjunct to the Central Registry, it would seem
desirgble to create 2 Central Pathology Service at the
Un;veraity of Cinclinnati to whom the various cooperating
Medical Departmonts could forward slidea anq/or tiasues for
diagnosis and.a uniform classification. This particulsr

activity would stimulata the cooperatlon of the physicians .
in the search and reporting of cases to the Central Reglstry.
It wonld also asteblish & uniform level for acceptance of &
case as ons of proved Neoplastic disemse., How this service
can he established and financed stlll remains an open question:

*

6bjectiveé

This approach would furnish, in contrast to the prevalence
rates of the Retrospective Study, an approximate estimate of
the incidence of Meoplastlc disease among emplogyees of the
cooperating companies, since it is hoped that, for at least &
portion of the industry, adequate estimates of the number of
empldyees involved and possible exposures to various
potgntially carcinogsnic hazards will be obtained.
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Tt would be expected thet this plan would augnment,
supplement and {inally supplant the Kistcricsel Approach in
defining far more accurataly the hazard ¢f the older processes,
If successful, and since this will be a current regis£ry
providing for raports in éhe years to come, the analyses could
Pe used to ascertain the hazards of the newer processes,
previded that the atudy i3 maintained and supported for =
sufficient period of time to take Into account the long latent
pericd commonly found with Neoplastic disecsse.

It 48 also possible thet this plan, in the future, will
provide comparisons of incidence rates not only between
various processes, but also geographic areas, racial groups,
companies, other industries and the generel populetion.

Approximate Period of Study

It would be well to call attenéion at this peint to the
fact that the greatest obstacle to this approach is the
dynemic almost fluid state of the technology of the Potroleun
Industry. This slituation will seriously interfere with any
logical attempt to deflne eccurately the degreo and period of
;XPOsure, except in the very broadest of terms, It will be,
likewise, the most dangerous factor in the estimation of
exposed populations, since process changes bring about the
frequent shifting of the employees in the refinery oporations;

Also, since it $s generally acceptad that Neoplastic .

raeections Tegquire usually & relatively long and heavy exposure

‘to aven proved carcinogenic agents, and that there 1s,

likewise,'-usually a very long period bgtween exposure and
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redaction, 41t i3 readlily apparent that the registry must be
continued and adequately maintained for s considerable period

of time before 1t will even begin to mesaure the hazard of

the newsr processes., It 1s to be hoped, nowever, that

satisfactory rates measuring the bazards of the oldser proceasas_

would be avgilable much earlier,

.
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It 1s proposed to continue the sxploratios and the possible
implementaticn, as soon and insofar as possible and/or feasible,
with due consideration and iumderstanding of the wide variation’
in company policiss, medical care programs, manegement interesé
and labor relations, of the third and fourth approaches,
namely, (III) Employee Health Benefit Plen Study and (IV) the
Field Survey for Retrograde or Hyperkeratotic Lesions.

The description, objectives and‘approximate periad of
study for both of thase attractivé and possibly feasible
approaches must awalt further consultation, discussion and
Pilot trisls before they can be brought to the Subcommittee
end/or Medical Advisory Committee for their consideration. It
i? hoped that these two avenues can be explored sufficlently
during the summer of 1950 to permit firm planning at the

November meeting.
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and/or feasible, with due comsideration and understanding of
the wide varlation in company policiles, medicel care programs,
management interest and labor relations, tke last two
approacpes. namely, (V) Repetition c¢f the Slack Wax Studies
and (VI) the Consultation Service. ’

It 18 not proposed that the Survey Group take an active
Part in the Slack Wax Studies, but thet the observations will
be repeated by individual companies. It is hoped that the
Survey Group of the University of Cincinnaéi, through pefsonal
contact, can make certain that adequate observations are
secured so this quéstion can be thoroughly explored and
evaluated, In Serving as an agency to insure that the
individual company protocols are valid, acceptable and
compareblie, 1t is expected that they can act as a medium of
dissemination so that the various other cooperating Medical
Departments will have access to this information,

It is planned, likewise, thathtbe Survey Group of the

UﬁIVersity'of Cinecinnati will stand ready to assist, upon the

"specific request of eny Medical Department, in the planning of

other studies to determine particular end/or unusual hazards,
It is not expected that the information so gathered would be
disseminated generally unless the interested company permitted

this action. The s0le objective for this approach would be to :
insure comparability of studles and observations In case

general dissemination or comrarisons became doa;rdbie.“



