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yo give you more information than what I gave you in my letter  
21, Mr. Elmer J. Ruehl is apparently operating a Ruehl  Paint  

.008 Central Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. In reply to my let ter,  
dm for information as to the composition of their products,  

suggested, that .1 contact you.

wrote, "These toxic materials for both the public from, the  
i of ingestion and the paint, and similar manufacturers were  
before the Gin. Dayton Indianapolis Columbus C.D.T.C. branch  

the Federation of Production Clubs. This paper by Doctor K ehoe  
enlightening". Unfortunately, some of these mix-ups do o ccur.

I have'befen very much interested in the operations of the Poison Center  
in Cincinnati. Your work in the connection with lead pois oning is  
particularly important, lie have not done very much in that c onnection,  
however, we have had a number of cases come to the Universi ty Hospital  
in which lead poisoning occurred as a result from burni ng wood from  
discarded lead batteries.

as:lie have  
a survey  
cases invio

¡Red for funds from the National Institute of Health to make  
of all accidents involving children in Oklahoma, particul arly,  

Iving potentially toxic products.

! Sincerely yours,

( i

H . A . Shoemaker
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Novem ber  16, 1957

M r. H, JA. Sh oem aker , D irecto r  
Oklahom a P oison  In form at ion  Cen ter  
Un iversity  o f Oklahom a M edical Cen ter  
800 N or th east  Th ir teen th  St r ee t  
Oklahom a City 4, Oklahom a

D ear  Sir  :

I am  com pletely  m yst ified  by a n um ber of th in gs in  your  le t te r  of 
O ctober  21, fo r  I h ave n ever  h eard  of the Club to which you r e fe r , 
and much  le ss h ave I appeared  before i t . It seem s probable th at I 
h ave m et  M r . Rueh l, but m y m em ory  fo r  n am es is not ve r y  r e liab le , . 
and I cannot connect h im  with an y ad d r e ss which I have m ade o r  with 
an y of m y oth er  ac t iv it ie s. I h ave not talked  on the sp ecific  su b ject  
r e fe r r ed  to in  you r  le t te r  in  an y m ore than  an  in ciden tal m an n er  for  
som e y e a r s.

i

It seem s lik e ly  th at the work done in  th is Lab orator y  over  the per iod  
of m an y y ear s on var iou s asp e c t s of the prob lem  of lead  poison in g h as 
com e to your e a r s, and a lso  th at M r . Rueh l h as had som e con tact  with 
som eon e who is aw are o f the prob lem  of lead  poison in g in  ch ildhood - 
a  prob lem  which we h ave in vest igated  in  som e d etail over  a  per iod  of 
y ear s in  collaborat ion  with ph ysician s in  the Ch ildren 's H osp ital and in  
the Cin cin n at i Gen eral H osp ital, If I am  co r r e c t  in th is in terpretat ion  of 
your in t e r e st , an d i f you w ill le t  m e know what you w ish  to find out, I 
sh all be glad to an sw er  you r  quest ion s a s w ell a s I can . Un fortunately, 
par t ly  b ecau se a  n um ber of people h ave been  involved in  th e clin ical w ork 
on th is p rob lem , and p ar t ly  b ecau se we h ave been  preoccup ied  with ou r  
p r im ar y  in vest igat ive w ork, of which th is is a  side issu e  - albe it  a very  
sign ifican t  one -, we h ave not publish ed ou r  observat ion s and r e su l t s.
The t im e approach es when th is m u st  be done, if we ar e  not to be n egligen t 
of ou r  r esp o n sib il i t ie s, sin ce th is m at te r  of ch ildhood lead  poison in g is 
ser iou s and w idespread , in volving som e th ousan ds o f ch ild ren  in  th is 
coun try between  the age s of one and th ree y e a r s and h ay!n g; a  m or talit y  o f 
app roxim ate ly  tw en ty- five percen t . It  i s  fo r  th is reason  th at  I fee l the 
n ecessit y  of provid in g in form at ion  on it  in form ally, sin ce we h ave not 
d issem in ated  such  in form at ion  effect ive ly  th rough  the m ore fo rm al ch an n els 
o f publicat ion .

You m ay a lso  h ave occasion  to be in te rested  in  the operat ion s of the
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P oison  Cen ter  in  Cin cin n at i, to which we h ave the pr iv ilege ol making 
som e con tr ibu t ion .

Sin cere ly  you rs.

Rober t  A . Keh oe, M. D.
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Dr. Kehoe .
> Kittinger Laboratory '
University of Cincinnati  
General Hospital  
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Doctor Kehoe:

I am in receipt of a note from Mr. Elmer J. Ruehl, to the effect  
that you discussed the subject of the toxicity resulting from the  
ingestion of paint and similar products before the C. D. T. C.  
Branch Club of the Federation of Productions Clubs.

If  
recela

you have a copy of your paper available, I would appreciate  
ying same.

Sincerely yours,

H. A. Shoemaker
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