
B a t t le  Creek,M ich igan , 
O ctober 28th , 1931

IS

Dr. Robt .A . Kehoe, 
U n ive r sit y  o f C in cin n at i 
Co llege o f Medicine, 
C in c in n at i, Oh io.

Dear d octor  Kehoe If

In  respon se t o  your l e t t e r  o f O ct .3 6-th. I w i l l  t r y  to give  you - s
more d e t a i le d  in form at ion  in  th e case  I th ough t was lead  p o ison in g.

A man age 37 yrs.em ployed  a s gas f i l l i n g  st a t io n  atten d an t  fo r  one |  
and one h a l f  y e a r s. Mis f i r s t  a t t ac k  o f c o l ic  occured on Jun e 28,
1931 and t h i s  was repeated  a t  in t e r v a ls o f from one day to two weeks. 
He had t o  q u it  work abou t  Ju ly  4 th . He was seen  by fou r  or  f iv e  ' 
d oc to r s who were c a l le d  in  emergency to give  hypoderm ics fo r  r e l i e f  
o f th e c o l i c .  He was t o ld  t h at  th e t rou b le  was g a l l st o n e s,u lc e r s 
o f th e stom ach , n e u r a lg ia  o f stom ach ,or  acu te p a n c r ea t i t is by var iou s !:- 
p h y sic ian s. The a t t a c k s were alw ays accompan ied by n ausea and some- ;= 
t im es by vom it in g. There was ch ron ic co n st ip a t io n  and borborygm i. - 
I f i r s t  saw him on Se p t . 19 t h .d u r in g an  a t t ack  o fv eo l ic . The p ain  was ’ 
in  th e e p ig a st r ic  r egion , th ere was no m uscu lar  r i g id i t y  and no mus'cle * 
spasm a t  th e t ime nor on th e fo llow in g d ays. He st at e d  t h a t  th ere had-!; 
n ever  been  any t en d er n ess. There was no d y su r ia  and th e urin® was ’ 
nea-etive to b lo o d ,p u s,cast s,a lb u m in  and su gar . Two oth er  a t t a c k s o f 
co liC o fo liow ed ,th e  l a s t  be in g about O ct .1 s t . sin ce  th en  he h as been  
fr e e  from p ain  and h as resumed h is work.

I cou ld  fin d  n oth in g to p o in t  to a d iagn o sis and so took to the 
e xc lu sio n  method. I cou ld  alm ost  exclude every th in g excep t  lead  c o l ic .  
He st a t e d  t h a t  he d id  n ot  wash h is  hands be fo r e  eatin g,an d  I th ough t - 
he migh t have absorbed  enough lead  in  t h is  manner. Blood exam in at ion  
on Sep t .34 t h . showed Hemoglobin  65 Dare,Beds 3 ,800 ,000  W hites 6,960 
w ith  no po iych rom atoph ilia or  b a so p h i l ic  st ip p l in g . I noted in  your 
l e t t e r  t h at  in  at tem pt in g to  make a d iagn o sis o f lead  po ison in g many 
weeks a f t e r  ce ce ssa t io n  o f exp osu r e ,t h e  u r in e  t e s t  fo r  lead  would be 
w ith ou t  valu e and t h a t  th e same i s  t r u e  as r e gar d s to st ip p l in g .

I  a r r iv e d  a t  a t e n t a t iv e  d iagn o sis o f lead  c o l ic  because n oth in g e lse  
would exp la in  i t .1 Kow th at  th e p a t ie n t  h as recovered  I do not see how 
i t  i s  p o ssib le  to be c e r t a in . I f  i n  th e fu t u r e  th ere i s  a recurrence- '' 
o f th e co lic ,w e  may be ab le  to  ge t  some d e f in i t e  ev iden ce. I  sh a l l  be - 
g lad  to  w r it e  you fu r t h e r  i f  an y th in g comes u p . .
Thanking you fo r  your  in t e r e st  in  th e c a se ,I  am,

Sin ce r e ly  Yours

F.R.W .—y F. H. W alters, M. D .-
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