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November 22, 1948

Subject: PAPER READ BY DR. W. C. HUEPER ON THE SUBJECT OF
OCCUPATIONAL CANCER BEFORE THE APHA

Dear Doctor Woody:

A paper entitled Prevention and Control of Industrial Cancer was read
by Dr. W. C. Hueper, Chlef, Environmental Cancer Sectlon, Cancer Control
Branch, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, Md., before the Industrial
Byglene Section and Subcommittee on Medical Care of the American Public
Health Association: The occasion was the 76th Annual meetinz of the .
APHA and an audlence estimated by the writer at 200 — 300 people were in
attendance at Talbot Hall, Mechanics Bullding, Boston, Massachusetts at
2330 P.M., November 11, 1948,

In.his preliminary remarks, Dr. Hueper indicated that research on the
etlology of cancer indicated a strong link between environment and cancer.
incidences Recent evidence has pointed out a definite correlation dbe-
tween cancer incidence and exposures to ultra-violet radiation, asbestos,
benzol, certain organic amines, paraffin olls, as well as heavy petroleum
distillates and degradation products such as tars, cokes, and pitches. He
then discussed an ideallzed approach to the control of the probdlem which
would involve the following points:

1) Evaluate the carcinogenicity of suspectad compounds and materials
through animal experimentation.

2) Investigate vital statistics records for cases of cancer and
trace the employment history of these individuals. In certaln
instances it might be necessary to employ Social Security records
to follow the employment of the individual. '

3) In case that the foregoing provides evidence pointing to an un-
ustal incidence of cancer in a certain industry, the plant rec-
ords of that industry will be investigated to determine what
activities and exposures within that industry produce the higher
incidences of cancer.

L) Medical dlagnostic procedures must be improved as a great many

cagses are being missed at the present time. Considerable work
of this type is being done in private laboratories and the
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Doctor Woody ) -2 November 22, 1948

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

Public Health Service is setting up such a laboratory at
Georgetown University, Washington, D. C.

Initiate preventive measures as soon as possible since the
fdentification of the offending agent 1s not necessary.
Industrially, the approach wonld be as follows:

a) Through technical control aim at the complete elimination
of the exposure, or,

'5) Minimize the exposure by secking improved industrial ap-
paratus such as lesak~proof equipment, closed systems, stc.

¢) Provide suitable personal protective oquipment such as
glowes, boots, impervious clothing, ete.

d) Provide adsquate sanitary facilities. This would require
an sxpansion of locksr facilities in most existing plants.

e) Instruct the workers in the proper use of the protective
measurss provided and tell them why their cooperation is
raequired.

f) Yor certain operatiens in industry the exposure may be
minimized by the use of teams, tralned to perform their
duties with a minimum of exposure, and provided with spocia.l
safeglmds.

Medical control pregrams wust be set up, not only for current
diagnosis and treatment, but aimed at following the workesr through-
out a latent period which may extend for 15-20 years.

A govermmental factory inspection system would be set up to in-
sure that the foregeing requirements are met.

Protection for workers in interstate commrce would be gecured
by setting up standards for contalners and suitable warning
labelse

Registration and licensing by a govornment agency would be re-
quired for those factories handling known carcinogens,

Amending of present State occupational diseass laws to provide
suitable compensation for occupational cancer and to insure the
industrisl control of exposures.

Q;éaz 2. @wgﬁ_

lyde M. Berry,
Industrial Hyglenist
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Hovember 22, 1948

Subjectt  PAPER READ BY DR. W. C. HUEPER ON THE SUBJECT OF
QCCUPATIONAL CANCER BEFORE THE APBA

Dear Doctor Woody!

A paper entltled Preventlon znd Conirol of Industrial Camcer was read
by Dr. W. C. Hueper, Chlaf, REnvironmental Cancer Sectlon, Capcer Control
Branch, Bational Jancer Institute, Bethesds, Md., bVefore the Industrlal
zlena Sectlen and Subcommittee on Madlcal Care of the American Publice
Health Asasocliation. The occasion wap the 76th Annual meeting of the
APHA and an audlonce estimated by the writer at 200 - 300 people were in
attendance at Talbot Hall, Meachanics Bullding, Boston, Haossachusetts at
2130 P.M,, Noveubsr 11, 1948,
in his preliminary remarks, Iivr. Hueper indicated that rasearch on the
atlology of cancer indicated a strong llpk between eavironmert and cancer
incidence. Recent evidence has polnted out a definite corrselation de-
twoen cancer inclience and exposures to ultra-violet radiation, asbeatos,
benzol, certaln organic amines, parsffin oils, as well as heavy petroleum
digtlllates and degredstlion products such as tars, cokes, and pltches, He
then discussed an ideslized approach to the control of the problem which
would involve the followlpg points:

1) ZEvaluate the carclnougenicity of suspected compounds and materisls
© through animal experimentation.

2) Invegtigate vital stacisticu records for cases of cancer and
trace the ewployment hlstory of these individuale. In certain
inagtances it might be necasgary to empley Soelnl Security records
to follow the employmant of the individusal.

3) In case that the foregoing provides evidences pointing to an un-
usnal incidsnce of c¢apcer in a certaln industry, the plunt rec-
orde of that industry will Ve investigated to determine what
actlvities and axponures within that indugtry produce the higher
incidsncas of cancer.

L) Medical dimgnostic procsdures must be lmproved as a great many
casesn are beinz misysed at the present time. Conslderable work
of thyas type ls belng done in private ladoratorles and the
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5).

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

Doctor Woody wllre Xovember 22, 1948

‘Andustrial control of exposuraes.

Public Health Service is sotting mp such a laboratory at
Gaorgatown Univaerailty, Weshivgton, D. C.

Initiate preventive measures as soon as posslible slnce the
1dentification of #ha offending sgent is not necedsary.
Industrially, the approach wonld be =s follows!

a) 'Through technisal control aim at tha complate elimination
of the exposura, or,

'b) Mirimize the exposure by seeking improved industrial ap~
paratus such ans leak-proof equipment, cleosed systems, eto.

c) Provids sultable personal protective equipment such aa
glewas, boots, impervinus clothing, ate.-

d) Provide adequate sanitary facilities, This would requiras
an expannion ol locker facilitlies in most sxisiing plants,

u) Instruct the workers la the proper mee of the protectiva
meeggurss provided and tell them why their cooperation is
reculred. .

f) Yor certain opsratiens in indusiry the exposure may be
mirinized by the use of teamns, trained to perform their
dutiss with a mipimum of exposure, and provided with special
gsafozuards,

Madical control programs miet be set up, not only for current
dlagnosis and treatment, tut almed at followlng thue worker through-
out a latent pericl which may extend for 15-20 yesars,

A povernmental factory inspection system wounld be set uwp to ln-
nure tktat the foregeing requirements are met.

Protection for worlers in interstate comm rce wonld he secured
by setting up atandards for contalners snd suitabls warning
Iabals. _ ’

Boglstration and llcensing by a govarmment agency would bs re-

quired for thoss factorlew handling known carcinoguns.

Amondirg of pressnt Jtate vccupational diseass laws to provide
yuitable compoensatlon for occupational cancer and to insure the

CZ% A7, G? et

7/ Clyde M. Berry, (7
Industrial Hygloenist
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November Ej, 1948

Dr. Mclver foody

Egso Standard 011 Corxpany
15 West 51lst Street

New York, New York

Dear Dr. Woody:

Durlng a visit yesterday to the Illinols State
Divislon of Industrisl Hyglens, Mr. Kenneth Morse, Director,
told me thgb hig Difiéion would soon start an envi ronmantal
cancer study in the utate and begin work around Alton,
Illinois. He indicated that this study would inecluds the oil
Industry. <he study 1s to be done at the request of U.S.
Publlc Health Service and in cooperation with that agency.
Representatives of the U,S.P.H.S. conferred with #r. ﬁorse

about two weeks ago fo make plans for thls study.

Yours very truly,

... 2B -

Allan E. Dooley
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