July 26, 1962

C. H. Hine, M.D., Ph.D.
Associate Clinical Professor
of Preventive Medicine
University of California
' San PFrancisco Medical Center i
San Francisco 22, California

Dear Charley:

. Please accept my apology for the tardiness of my
reply to your letter of June 29. I've been hard , _
pressed and have been compelled to allow my e
correspondence to lapse. . ~

We have no (or very few) satisfactory data on the
matter of your inguiry. In general, I would say
- that the presence of measurable quantities of mercury
in human tissues may be accepted as evidence of
recent exposure of some type. Our evidence relates
primarily to the urine, so far as men are concerned
(except in relation to fatal poisoning), and I
- can say that there is no mercury in the urine of
children who have sustained no recent exposure to
‘mercury therapeutically or ;ortultuously. The
‘reason for this, no doubt, lies in the fact that
‘mercury, except in minute traces, is lost from the
‘body very rapidly after the exposure ends. Only
~the minutest quantities remain in such organs as
liver and kidney.

'So far as my experience goes {(and it is not adequate),
the figures which you cite are clearly indicative of
‘recent exposure (probably through ingestion) to
‘mercury. There are many ways, in these days, in
whlch such exposure could have occurred. On the
other hand, mercury is not w1de1y distributed under
‘ordinary environmental conditions.

I am sorry I can not be more helpful, but we have
never had the means of establishing the facts which
apply in this situation.

Sincerely,

RAK swp Robert A. Kchoe, M.D.
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