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"Vlnyl Chlorlde Linked {0 Cancer

-Chemical Hazard Kept Quiet

Ry Morlon Mintg
Werhineien Vasl Wall Wilter

For at Tenst a year, chemical
firmx in Lthe Undied Staten and
Burope withheld signlfleunt
sclaniifle  findinga  lnking
liver cancer o gos nuxed tu
make one of tho commanast
plastics, the Amerlean Choeml.
cxl  Boclety's wookly news
rarazing reporte today,

Tho gas s vinyl chloride,
uret] to mnke the plastie poly-
viny! chilovide,

Tl trade srsoclation of 1ha

Amorican chemical Intluatry,

the Ampufacturing Chemisis
Associntion, Jained in holding
the findlngs In  confldence,
Chamleal and  Enzineering
News repaeis dn jla May 20 Is
sur,

The Nalian welontist who
made the findings said that al.
thongh preliminary, they were
© *predletiva” of the fatal cane
wra recently recognized in

severnl workera employed Inlby

coniveriing the ges Inlo polyvl.

. nyl ehlorlile.

The aclential 18 Prof, Cerare
Maltonl, direetor of (he Tustls

ern of rats breathing vimyd
chluride in a Tavlo of 230 parts
pere miltion (pyrmd.

Tial wan in August, 1072, AL
that thwe, the perminsible
level for workers nllowed by
{the Oc¢cupational leaith and
Safety Adminiatration (OSHA)
way 30 ppm, or iwlce 23
much, .

In  January, 1973, five
manths after Mallon! found
tho first rat anglosarcoma, a
team of three U.S, themleal
industry seientisty visited him
in Bolowna (o lesrn abunt his
wark,

The visls- wax proceded by
monihs of “negnllatlons  with
the Eurepeansfirms In agqldi.
i 1o Moledinon that hned
Jalaed o orponsoring his
studiea: Impertal Chomicsl In.
dustrive, Bolvay and Ihone
Progll, =

Dut "8, chamical {ndustyy
sourcea say they were bound
sn agreemont under which
[the] four Buropean firma con.
irolied any release of animal
test crdatn obletaed by Prof,
Mallond,” Chemicel and Fngl-

iuto di Oneolola In Rolozne,. ! neering News xays. 1L titid sl
in a study [nitlaled In Seplam-iname any of the Ameriean

ber, 1071, by one of tho Eure.}{!

pean firmy, -Montedisan, he
4 dlscoveted & rave form of can
e, anglpn'roomé-‘l i the v

{lrms,

A ksy second egperimont at
lavels of 200, 100, and 100 ppm
beuqn_'apg‘n\t?u}x 8, 1973, when

Alattoul obperved et tuinors
were conllnuing to oecur In
raln pt 260 ppm, the trade
magnRine nays,

The fleat publle dinclosure
of his findings came on Yeb,
13, 1074, Thin wnx 24 dnys ofs
ter B, Goodrich Co. an.
nounced that since 1071 threo
workera at {ta polyvioy} plant
in Loulavitio had dled of an-
glosaycoma of Lhe Jivers

Since then, e total of con.
flrmed viclima of engloanr.
coma at Lhe Goodrieh faciilly
andd pl other polyvinyt chio-
tide plantn In iha United
Hinten han tnerenseil 1o 13 and
{n nthee countries 10 X, Twa
af lhe Americdn workers air-
vive, All of ile others have
i,

On Aprii 3, OKUA on
nouneed s emergoney rule
drastically Jowering Lhe por-
missible concenttation of vinyl
chlorlde from 000 ppm Lo 560
. Workers ensagod In
nanofacturing vinyl ehlorldo
and polyvinyl chloride number
£.500 In the Unlted States and
-20-000 elmewhiere,

Lven the 530 pbpm luvel may
be hotardous, Malianl told a
mecting of the New . York
Academy of Belapcen and the
Amacican &ncar,j, s‘oclety on

) | L_'! :

|

Moy 10. 1l dinelored thel In
rats hio had found one Jiver an.
losoremma ot only 80 ppm,
aslung with olther iypos of tu-
nore, .

¥Yor somo hine months, o

Iouse-Benalo conferenco com.
miltee has had & LIl before it
thet would zequire monufac-
turers to test new chomlealy
under rules 1ald down hy tha
Environomental  Protectiont
Areney (EPA),

The stafled logintalion (a the
propaosed loxie subatances con.
trolt LU Benate confeceen
hove been whiting for lep.
tiarley . Blaguers (1Y, Vo)),
chririmsan of s {loyse ponfer.
ooy, Lo aanonuce Wa readinexy
o meet, Keante saureea any,

The Yopuse bl woulid re
fuire pre-prxduction testing of
ouly thos new chemlcenls that
ore liated as potentially dane
perous, wilh resulls to bo re-
poried lo Lbe UPA PO days be
fore praduction In Lo hogln.

The strongor Benala version
would requlve In addltlon that
rompaniea sollfy ihe agency
of all now chomicals cnnnid.
ered for prmucilon, xo thol
the EPA could order testing of

chomicals that are nat an the
St but that may ba supoect
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