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ASBESTOS

A s b e s t o s  i s  us ed  i n  many v a r i e d  forma 
s uch  aa  b o a r d ,  c l o t h ,  f i b e r ,  r ope  p a c k ­
i n g ,  s l e e v i n g ,  t a p e ,  t w i n e ,  ya r n ,  a h e e t ,  
and i n  o t h e r  numerous  c o m h i n a t i o n a . The 
• a n n e r  o f  s t o r a g e  depe nd#  upon t he  f o r *  
o f  a a h e s t n i .  Wher e  t h e  a a h e a t o a  may 
p o a a i b l y  he i n  a l ooae  form d u r i n g  s t o r ­
age,  a d u s t y  c o n d i t i o n  c o u l d  be p r oduc e d  
and p r o p e r  v e n t i l a t i o n  a h o u l d  be p r o ­
v i de d .
PROPERTIES

f lg£ - Non-flammable.

EX PL0 S I OH - Non-exp 1 osive.

BREATH 1 gfi - D u s t  f r o m  a s b e s t o s  ma ­
t e r i a  1 a may pr oduc e  a c h r o n i c  lung d i s e a s e  
i f  i t  i s  b r e a t h e d  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n c e n ­
t r a t i o n s  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s .  In 
some p e r s o n s ,  t h e  d i s e a s e  may d e v e l o p  
much more r a p i d l y  t h a n  i n  o t h e r s .  The 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and p a r t i c l e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
d u s t  w i l l  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  number  o f  
y e a r s  o f  e x p o s u r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o d u c e  
t he  d i s e a s e .  In  any c a s e ,  e x p o s u r e  even 
t o  h i g h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  a s b e s t o s  d u s t  
f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  a few d a ys  or  even  a few 
m o n t h s  w i l l  n o t  p r o d u c e  t h e  d i s e a s e .  
P a r t i c l e s  l a r g e r  t h a n  a b o u t  10 m i c r o n s  
( 0 . 0 0 0 0 3 9  i n . )  c a n n o t  g e t  i n t o  t he  s mal l  
l u n g  a i r  a a c a  t o  c a u s e  d a m a g e .  S u c h  
s m a l l  p a r t i c l e s  a r e  f a r  b e l ow t h e  s i t e  
which  i s  v i s i b l e  t o  t he  naked e y e .  Moat  
d u s t s ,  however ,  have p a r t i c l e s  o f  a l a r g e  
r a n g e  o f  a i t e a  wh i c h  v a r y  f r om v i s i b l e  
t o  i n v i s i b l e .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h e  f i n e  i n ­
v i s i b l e  d u s t  p a r t i c l e s  t h a t  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  
i n  p r o d u c i n g  a s b e s t o s i s .

Where  p e o p l e  a n y  b r e a t h e  t i e  d u s t ,  
t h e  Maximum A l l o w a b l e  C o n c e n t r e ' i o n  i s  
5 m i l l i o n  p a r t i c l e s  p e r  c u b i c  i ' i o i  o f  
s i r ,  u n l e s s  t h e  e x p o s u r e  i s  f o r  I r a s  
t h a n  one h o u r  p e r  d a y ,  i n  wh i c h  o u s t  a

V!'Et L  C0HSULT MEDICAL OR

s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  may be 
p e r m i t t e d  but  mus t  n o t  exc e e d  10 m i l l i o n  
p a r t i c l e s  p e r  c u b i c  f o o t .  These  Maximum 
A l l o w a b l e  C o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a p p l y  t o  r e ­
p e a t e d  n r  r e c u r r i n g  d a i l y  e x p o s u r e s .  
Where a s b e s t o s  may be mi xed  w i t h  o t h e r  
l e s s  h a r m f u l  d u s t s ,  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
o f  a s b e s t o s  d u s t  w i l l  be t he  c o n t r o U i n r  
f a c t o r .  The a s b e s t o s  d u s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
c a n  be  d e t e r m i n e d  by c o l l e c t i n g  _ d 
a n a l y z i n g  a i r  s ampl es .

SKIN IRRI TXT I OR - Asbestos is usually 
not s'skin irritant.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

WHEN IT IS NECESSARY TO WORK If AN 
AREA CONTAINING HIGH DUST CONCENTRATIONS 
AN AIR-LINE RESPIRATOR OR HOSE MASK ‘MTH 
OR WITHOUT A BLOWER MAY BE USED ¡he 
a i r - l i n e  r e s p i r a t o r  a h o u l d  have  b t .  15 
l b s / a q . i n .  p r e s s u r e .  C a r e  « h o c  ! ; be 
t a k e n  so t i n t  c o n t a m i n i t e d  s i r  d oe r  not  
e n t e r  the hese  f o r  t he  hose mask.

For  medium d u s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ,  the 
s t a n d a r d  a l l  d u s t  r e s p i r a t o r  8 8 8 3 - 5 ,  
eq u i p p e d  wi t h  f i l t e r  8883- 6 ,  may be used.  
F i l t e r s  s h o u l d  be r e p l a c e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
a p r e d e t e r m i n e d  s c h e d u l e  or  a t  any t i me  
b r e a c h i n g  becomes d i f f i c u l t .

Al l  r e s p i r a t o r s  and r e p l a c e m e n t  p a r t s  
s h o u l d  have the  Bur eau  o f  Mines  a p p r o v a l  
whi ch  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by a l a b e l  on l a r g e r
p a rt s or PM#_______(approval nu m b e r )  on
sma1 le r p a r t s .
PRECAUTIONS

A PERSON SHOULD NOT ENTER AN AREA 
CONTAINING AN EXTREMELY HIGH CONCENTRA­
TION OF ASBESTOS DUST FOR A PROLONGED 
PERIOD OF TIME WITHOUT ADEQUATE PROTEC­
TION. THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE CONCENTRATION
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ASBESTOS

OF S MILLION PARTICLES OF OUST PER CUBIC nidi UJ- AiR-sttOPnrNflt re exceeded for 
REPEATED OR CONTINUOUS EXPOSURES. THIS 
MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED BY COMPLETELY ENCLOS­
ING THE SYSTEM OR BY PROVIDING ADEQUATE

I C 0 n t i  n ue r t  )

VENTILATION. PRp£ERyf>REPLAC£MENT ANO 
PERIODIC PHYSTCALr&OUtlNATIONS SHOULD BE 
MADE RY THE M £OJ^OEPAim®fT 0« PERSONS 
WHO WORK 1HEM ^»£RE IS REPEATED OR RE* 
OJRRING EXPCBWCVTO ASBESTOS OUST.
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