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Jear ﬁr¢ ﬁanningnsm.
S After reading your letter describing

tha aemglainﬁa of the plaintiff in the suit against
the Shell Petroleum Corporabion, I om impressed by
the difficulty of putting onets finger on what may
aventually be the nature of his claim of injury.
However, it would seen likely %o me in view of the
difficulities and misunderatandings which have been
gazociated with the handling of Ethyl Pluld and of
leaded gssoline, thet the complaint of Injury nmay
gsettle around this point. This la particularly the
cage since the elaiment has apprersntly described
csrtainvsgmp%ema whioch regemble in some respects
these which have been attributed Lo exposure to tetrae
ethyl lead. I shall bhe gled to send you herewith
reflersnces ta articles in the literature which may have
s@xﬁ connection with this problemy and T shall send you
saﬂe reprints under separete cover which deal with the

) wwablsms of lead ebsorption and exposure to Sulphur
Dloxida, It mey be of more use, however, at the present
time bto outline the way of approach to the problenm of .
load abmorption in the manner in which I belleve it g
sh@nld.ba ﬁﬁﬁ&n .. -

: v Fir&h, exposu?a to mb“yl Fluid and

. exposare o Ethyl Gescline are two totally different : -
thingss - Definlte exposure to HEthyl Fluid is dangerous - T
and persons: who have otcasion to handle HEthyl Fluld iy
must e surrounded by a number of important safeguards
in order to svoild poisonings Expusure to Ethyl Gasocline
on the other hand, is not dengerous. There have been no
cases of lead polsoning as e consequence of such exposure,
and moreover, the evidence 1s very sound indeed to indicsate
that the ordinary handling of leaded gasoline does not
result In the absorption of leed. Ths reasons for this
and infrce the entire presentation of this subject cen be
found in a recent article from this lsboratery which ape
pearad in the March mmber of the Journal of Industrial
Hyglenes I do-not have a reprint on this article at
present but expect to have shorily, and I will send it on
to you as socn ag I receive 1hq In the meantime I suggest
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.o Conversely, to deseride tna aaearrenee of
lead polsoning one mush be able to demonstrate, {1} that
the individual 4id nok have such exposure to lead as is
commonly pro&uahiva of cases of lead voisoningy (2} that
his symptoms end 4llness can be explsined by other caunses,

end {(3) that he did not setinlly ebsork lead in emounts
sufficient to produce. 1n§ury._h S

: it 1 sbviansly aiffteult in eaurs sesos

5o present the complete svidence elther in proof or in
- disproof of the coourrsnce 6f lead poisoning. One must,
therefore, do as well as he cens . I would suggeat the .
necessary, thersfore, of making e esreful survey of. Krae.
lMumme!s occupationsl exposure bto & variety of bhinga -
end to the.determination,ofi-the brsls of expert judgment

a8 to whebhey these.exposures were suffieclent to produce
injurye« -In order to be useful, the information as to his
ocoupetion must: be obtelned in great detail, and mash be.
gapable of. subatanﬁiahina either on the record of his =
employmsnt or on the ﬁe%tiaany of relisble witn&ssea;: R
Thus the chsgracter of his tllness ghould be: examined - o
into with the utmost care in order Lo debtermine his previcus;;
history of illneeses and his present conditicn in opder thab
ons mays if. poasibha, neke an gxnot dlagnosis of his present
111 health, snd alge in order that one mey estimate his - -
“present di@gb&l&ﬂyg The exemination should include the obe
ﬁaining of, any‘lﬁbaratary evidance in the form of X-rayas; - -
blood axaminah&mnag end the acourate exam&natien of exoreta -
for- lead, and of ather hings wh&ch.may oe 9& use 1n arriving=
at a diaga‘ : L S R ,
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4s to the nabture of the services which I
might best render to you, I should say ‘that such infor-
mation as is obbtained in your survey of hls exposure, and
in the medical examinatlons might well be submitted to me
for *nterpretatioq, especlally in regard to lead. 6XpOSUra,
and If then 1t seems adviaable thac I sppesr in the case
as an expert on lead poisconing, I should bs glad to do so
1f in my judgment the claimentts illness has no rslation-
ship to lead absorption. I feel sure that 1t would be better

far for wme to appesr as an ex;erﬂ on this subject wlthout

having examined the man than if I had geen him. However,
if 1t soems advisable, I can aubsequantly meet with council
and go over the deballs of the case and can then give such
advics es I am gble to glve goncerning the signiflicant of
the facts availanie, and ‘coneerning the manner in which 1t
seems Lo me they miéht best be presented.

You will- fin& enelosed a 1ist of publicatlions
which I think it may be useful to you to examine in connection
with this clgim.

I should be pleamsed to have your reaction %o
the sxggesticns which I have made, and although I am very
bugy and find it diffieult to leave Cincinnatl, I should be
glad to be of such serwvice. to. ynu as I can even if a trip
is requirsed for the parpssa‘“

Very truly yours,

. RAK:IS o Robert A. Kehoe, M.De
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