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hasards., Sprays and miste from higheflash-point solventa can easily ignita in the air, Sum.
mer temperatures boosted by hest-producing industrial operations can’bresd serioua fires,
Daapite all werniogs, numstous plants still usc gascline as a cleaning fluid or degresser,
Gasoline ia meant to burn in an engine, It hae no other legitimate usne, Flrefighters who may
he called on 10 use vaporizing liquid fire extinguiahere learn that carbon tetrachloride, chioro.
bromomaethane, and methyl bromide are toxic at voom temporaturea and considezably more
toxic In the boat of a fire, Solvents, particularly halogenated solvents such as carbon tstra=
chlorids, trichlorosthylene, and the Freons, need not burn (o decomposs. High tempersture
will break them down, Inart arc welding (hellarc), using argon, produces anough radlation to
break down trichloroethylane vapors into phosgene and hydrochldric scid fumaes, Whan this

- happens workers get sick and equipment corrodes, Exceopt under carefully controlled conditiong
chlorinated solvents should not be stored in veasels made of active metals such &s aluminum oy
magnesium. Failure to follow this rule caused a plant explosion which took the lives of 10 fire.
suen 30d dnjurad 37 othots. The degres to which solvents sffect insulation and parte of elactrica]
systerns depeads upon the materisls,  Since thore are-humiroede -of Solventy o the anarket, there

. canbe no single precsution which wolld apply in sll.cases. To make sure 3 plant uses solvenis

+s, - safely requikes qudy. . . e . o, .
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Water & Sewago Works 103, 110-113 (Mar. 1962} -

‘ Methods of treatment for Jaundry wastes are deacribed as chemical precipitation,
sand filters, and high rate trickling filtere,. Emphasis is made on the increasing use of dia.
tomacsaus earth filter; Rosults obtained in the removal of BOD (biologicsl oxygen demand)
and detergents (massurad by ABS determination) from two commaercial type plants are en-
couraging, but best results are limited to plants oparating at 3 maximum af 40, 000 gal. /day.
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