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«~ Minutes of Neating on Use of Insulation Matorials $n éhipyards

-

The neeting was held Octqper 18, 13970 at Mount Sinal School
of Medicine for the purpose of écnsideringihealth Bazards created by
the use of insulating materirlis during ship construction, refit or
demolition; to ascertain what procedures ;9r controlling hazards had

been instituted o; were planned;: <o deterﬁiae what activities should
be undertakon to reduce exposures in this {ndustry to toxic sﬁbstances;
and to disseminate information, A 1ist of . articipants and organiza~
tions represented 15 attached. | r '

Dr. Selikof! revieved the data on?the hio&ogicai effects of
exposure %0 asbestos which have heen develq;ed by olinicaa sud epideni-
oiegical studias of znsulation and shxpyard workmen. The resoyds

. ghow that in mddition %o azbestosis, this group exhibited significant~

iy elegatfd incidences of lung cancer and m}sothelioma. Actions
should be taken prompfiy to correct conditi%ns, with particular em-
phasis on reducing peak exposures a5 it {s podsidered that these zre
especially significant as # cause of £n3uryf |

. Mr. Reitze opened a discussion Dt?environmentai conditions
in shipyards by relating observations mede !n visits to many'éperations
in the United States.  He pointed out that yemoval ©f {nsuletion prow
duced large amounts of dust and thet this oherstion was done by many
different trades, Similsrly to building co&struction work, mixing more
tar snd handsawing oOperations xlso c¢crested ccns%derable dust. Sone
dust redustion measures were xn use in tzmost a1l yards, but ne yord
was utilizing all procedures. uany operatibns were similar to those
observed in the bullding construction indusiry during surveys by the
fi0ld stx2% of the Insulstion Industry ®ygiens Resesrch Progrem, Dr,
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Barboo stated that conditiens which had prcYaileﬁ in ﬁqu shipysrds

were similer to those found 4n priveto !actiities. An intensive gon-

tral pProgram has bBeen dAnstdtutod in thoe Pugdt Sound Naval Shifpyard
involving substitution of materials contalngng lower perccentapes of
ashestos, use of local exhaust ven&ilatsbn, controk of waste handling

Jegulnticns covering use
el nsbestos-contaiaing materigles sre being pxepnred and will be dige
tributed to 811 Navy ghipyerds:. . i

Dr. Nicholson described the haait% protection progran
vhich is {n operation st the Devonport Dockyazrd at Flymouth, England,
The main enphasis of this program is on use of personzl protective

and use of personal ‘protective equipment,

equipnent, isolation of copasrationsz, housekeeping &nd Buhstitution of
waterials. . ‘

There was considerabze'%;scussion P: contré? p;vcedures
whith have been, or could be, used, Substitution of materisls containw
ing reduced anounts of msbestos, use of plastic bags for mixing nortar,
use of downdraft tables for hand-sawing work, provision of respirators
and disposatie coveralis were all ﬁmnnicmad qt was upparent that
procedures were now availsble which would groatly reduce peak exposures
1o dust apd that the most complete program ix operation was that of the

Puget Sound Neval Shipyard,

Mr. O'Nefll stated that tha U.§, Departrment of 1abor vas rew

cers such items as wark rractices but will establish hea&th sud sefesy
standerds,

The question of the most productive course of acetion vas dig~

able to penmit development of recomnendations :ox control procgdures.

seponsible for health and safety in ship construction end would be drafte
Ang regulations covering this industry. The regulation: will not ¢on=-

- cassed by Hr. Boladay, It sppeared that sufficient knowledge was avn11*
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These recormendations weuld be developed by an ad hoc committec

compased of yepresentatives from each group having an interest in or
responsibilit; for ship construction, refit or demolition, Hopefully,
thls commitice would covllate 1nI0rmation &nd produce recommendotions
for vonsideration Ly the groups ¢Onccrna¢ The Eavironmental Scicnccs
iaboratory, Mouni Sinni Schonl of nmdiciuc ,!2E}ﬂm2299‘°r tatb work ns
part ot the iusuintion industry hygtone rvseaguh rrodect. Tie con-
sensus. ©fF the mesting waz- that this procedure wes fessible awd showid
*be followed, The supgpested time for complstiﬁg this task was three

wonths, at which time enother general meetingiwouid be arranged.

Dr,. Selikof! expressed his ;pprecini;on to the participants

Ev

sud the meeting sdjiourned.




