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Dear Mr. M:Llua;

Replying further to your inquiry of April 28 relative to PCB, to the
best of our knowledge the General Electric equipment in your factory coantaining
PCB's i3 limited to certain classes of transformers and capacitors,

‘To meet the fire requirements of electrical codes and underwriters, the

dielectric fluid of transformers installed in or near occupied premises contains .

PCB, There is no subgtitute. One possible alternative would be to replace the
transformer with a mineral-oll type, in which case the transformer would be
raquired to be placed in a fire-proof vault or installed outdoors.

PCB-containing capacitors are widely used in the motor circuits of air-
conditioners aud as accessories to other small "split phase™ motors; as power-
factor correcting equipment in substations; as a component of the ballast in
fluoreacent lighting installations; and as filters or electrical wvave-shape
modifiars in electronic control panels,. rectifiers, iaverters, and the like.
An example of such an application is the vibration control unit of your weigher
. wade by the Pneumatic Scale Company, vhich has been the subject of discussion
batween your people and our offices in New York and Hudson Falls. :

It has baen estimated that 907 of industrial and electrical-power
capacitors contain PCB, While functional replacemsnts theoratically could be
manufactured, thay would bs too largs to fit in existing equipment in many
applications, and would scaevhat increase fire hazards.

Fortunataly, both transformers and capacitors are sesled, so that in
norzal service thare is no evolution of PCB, PFailures severe eoough to csuse
leakage are axtremely .rare and generally cannot occur without disruption of
electrical function, which event would signal the need for clean-up and repair.

The speciasl status of transformers and capacitors is recognized in &
government report released just thia week, Polychlorinated Biphenyls and the
Environment ~- Interdepartmental Task Force on PCB's, May 1972. One of the
findings of this report (sponsored by the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce,
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Health, Education and Welfare, and Interior; and Environmental Protection Agency;
plua other participating agenciea) 1ia, in part:

"6. The use of PCB*a ahould not be banned entirely. Their
continued use for transformers and capacitors in the near
future ia considered necessary because of the significantly
increased risk of fire and explosion and the disruption of
electrical service which would result from a ban on PCB use.
Also, continued use of PCB"s in transformers and capacitors
presents a minimal risk of environmental contamination."

Prom our reading of the proposed FDA rule making, it does not appear to be
the Intent to outlaw either capacitors or transformers when applied in accordance
with the manufacturer®s ratings and installed separately from that equipment which
ia in direct contact with the food, feed, or food-packaging material being processe«
Ve have written to the Hearing Clerk of the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare with the suggestion that the exemption of capacitors and transformers
so applied be made explicit in the final version of the proposed rules. A copy
of our letter is enclosed.

Please let us know if you require additional information.

Very truly yours,

James S. Nelson, Consultant-
Product Environmental Compatibility

JSM:ev
Enclosures
bcc: C. Van Voorhls - HEW YORK

S

J. P. McAllister - NEW YORK
X. L. Saab - PITTSFIELD

A. Poxefaky - HUDSON FALLS

V. P. Powell - DANVILLE

X. L. Dobbins - PITTSFIELD
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Proposed Rule Making
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