April 8, 1oke.

Mr. M. A, Tavlor,

Ethyl Gasoline Corporation,
Park Square Building,
Boston, Mass.

Deay He. ?ayLor.

Thanks very much Jor your letter of March 28, with 1ts infor-
mation about the wvrk of the Btate Department of Health in
Connectlicut, 1n relation to drinking water.

FPor your own informstlon, and not for publication, we are
making a study of thils prcblem on behalf of the army. We

are inserested, therefore, in having eny information which

may develop irom any aaur"e in this conneeticn. T should be
naxuicularly‘anxioua to know scome of the technical details

gf thig work, and more particularly, the methods of analysis
employed 1n deteamininb the lead conten* of the water taken
from these variocus containers, It appears to us that the re-
sults are & little lovw cn the basis of some of our own experience,
but we should like to use these dats in addition to our own, 1if
we can establish thet they are reliable, I should appreciate
it if you could get additional informsiion for ma.

Let me say that you ars entirely correct in your pesition with
reference to the use of these tanks for drinking water. Ve
recognize that emergencles can develop, and under such condi-
tions,vater for drinking and cooking will be transported in
whatever equipmsnt 1s available. The army has issued definite
and stringent orders against the use of gasoline containers in
this menner. However, they recognized that under the condi-
tions of combat, emergencles may ocour which will involve the
use of gasoline containers for caraying drinking water. The
practice should be diaaouraged, gnd I think you can see from
the figures obtained in this investigation that cvery effort
should be made to see that water is not transported or stored
in squipment of this type. chidentally, the figure of 0.1 mg.
per liter (vhich is the same as 0.1 part per million), is
generally regarded as the maximum permissible lead concentra-
ticn in water used.for drlnking and cooking. Undoubtedly, water
with somewhat higher lead content could be used for a short
period, but the pﬂactice is certainly not to be ensouraged.

Again my thanks for your interest anﬂ for anything further
vhich you can cbtain,

N 5303

e




With kindest personal regards,

Cordlally vours,

Robert A, Kehoe, M. D.
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