August 2, 1929

Mrs E« W. Webb,
Ethyl Gasoline Corp.,
25 Broadway,

ew York City.

Dear Mr. Webb:

I got in touch with Mr. Bartholomew
following our telephone conversation of several
days ago, and the enclosed letter is the outcome,
This letter is self-explanatory, indicating that
this case is very like some of the others in
which Ethyl Gasoline has apparently produced N
gerious illnesses.,.

I am leaving tomorrow to be gone for
several weeks holiday. In case you wish to get
in touch with me you will find me at the followe,
ing address - Katie's Ranch, Box 61, Aspen,
Colorado. I hope mnothing occurs thst will make
it necessary, but I would suggest that if you
want to get in direct communication with me 1t
would be best to write or wire me direct rather
than through the office.

Kindest regards.

Sincerely,

RAKEJ

KE 0001229

s,
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June 4, 1929

Ifr. E' W. Webb,
Ethyl Gasoline Corpe.,
25 Broadway,

New York City.

Dear Hr.‘Webb: _
| I just returned yésterday morning from Dallas

after having hed a discussion with ¥Mr. Grisham of Thompson,
Knight and Baker, and Mr. Hamilton who I understand is reire-

senting the Continental Beople. Furthermore, I saw ir.
#be injured man, and talked with Dr. Dorman of Dallas,

examined him some tlae ago and who has had him under
treatment. _

There is 1lilttle or no doubt about the facts in
P case. He has had a skin condition which has been
due to some irritating materiasl either applied to his skin or
excreted through his skin after having been absorbed. “The
primary conditlon here may or may not have been the result of
exposure to gasoline. It sounds very like the typical derma-
titis due to gasoline exposure, but it has recurred on one or
two occasions without any recurrence of exposure, which makes
me suspect that after all it might have been some dietary
thing that 1s responsible for it. That would be very diffi.
cult to run down in a short time. In addition to this, how-
ever, he has a wrist condition, an arthritis or rheumatism,-
which is undoubtedly of an infectious kind and has no rela-
tion however to lead. There ls therefore nothing in this
picture whatever that suggests lead polsoning and there is
no evidence of any kind available which can mske a diagnosils
of lead poisoning plausible. I discussed the thing therefore
with the attorneys attempting to show them the strength of
their case in that first of all the magnitude of exposure was
s0 s8light that it would needs be proven beyond all doubt that
lead poisoning existed, before such an exposure could be ro-
garded as in itself as significant. Now in a case of this
type the proof of significant exposure constitutes one of the
most important diagnostic points. Therefore in the absence
of adequate proof of lead poisoning, and in the absence of
proof of gignificant exposure, and with other plausible ways
of explaining his entire illness, itshuld be very difficult
indeed to convince a jury that this man is suffering from
lead poisoning.

After this type of discussion with the attore
neys, in which I tried to make clear the entire position
which I would take, I leff, not completely convinced that
the case would be handled with all the vigor and confidence
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that it would seem to me proper. I belleve that Mn; Gfisﬁam,

representing the Travelers, took in and appreciated the en-

tire matter, I am not so sure as to the other.men, and I was

not impressed by thelr enthusiasm or optimism. Mr. Hamilton

gseems to feel that 1t might be a difficult matter to.convince

a jury, and I must say that to my point of view he failed to

show the understanding of the whole matter that I would wish.

This I am saying for your private ear as being my own ime
pression of the attitude of these men.

The opinion was expressed to me by ons of the
medical men whom I saw that the attorney for * would
Teo

probably be willing to settle this matter out o s and
it would appear that he does not feel that his case in any

tooc good. It strikes me, therefore, that since the injury

from gasoline would appear to:be a plausible explanation of
his skin condition, and that if 1t could be settled on this
basis of his being injured from gasoline and not from lead,
it might concelvably be a proper solution of the matter. On
the other hand, if the matter goes to court and if the ques-
tion of lead enters into the matter, I believe that it will
require adequate expert testimony in order to overthrow the
ngponhe31s that the entlire matter is one of lead poisoning.
I believe that Dr. Dorman is an able medical man and that
his concluslon as to the cordition of his patlent is correct.
llowever, I do not belleve that he will make a good expert

witness because of a certailn hesitancy of manner and a certain

slowness of speech which might place him at a disadvantage in
expressing a straivhtforward opinion. I have therefore only
two suggestions to make as result of my trip. One is the
possibility of settlement of thig thing in a not very costly
fashion out of court, which it might be advantageous for the
Continental pedple to do, The other is that I believe the
attorneys will need further help from expert witnesses in
order to properly prepare and present thelr case 1f it comes
to triel and if the issue 'is made over the matter of lead
poisoning. If .this cdse 1s presented properly in federal
court I see no reason whatever for a decision for the plaline
tiff, : :

Very truiy yours,

RAK: BT -
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- penalized because of the unfortunate failure to mest our health test.

ETHYL GASOLINE CORPORATION
25 Brosadway '

HEW YORK, Hay 8, 1929.

Mr. Earl Bartholomew,

Dear ¥r. Bartholomew:

I have your letter of the 3rd in reference to
J« E, Coates, =nd the altached extract of letter from Dr. Kehoe.

In view of Dr. yehoets statement that "It is.
certainly not good for him bo stay in this kind of work, snd the
Company assumes & responsibility which I do not believe it is Jus-
tified in assuming", and your statement that you "cannot think of
any position in cur company for wshich he ig fitlted that does not
involve exposure to lsad®, there iz bul one thing left for me to do
and that iz to ask you to errange to have Y¥r. Coates sever his
connection with our company. In making this request T can assurs
you I do so with due appreciztion of the embarrassment in which it
places not only ¥r. Coates but yourself. Considering all of the
circumstences I think it only fair to pay ¥r. Coates up to itwo months!
full salazy after ths t@rmlﬁ°tiﬁn of iz employment with us. This is
done on the basis that it will probably require that length of time
for him to make some other S&tisfactory connection.

Of course, it may not be necessary to make a
payment eaualing two months?! zalsry after he has left our employ,
but assuming that he ig en honorable man-—snd 1T am sure thet he would-
n't have been employed if you thought otherwise-~then you might suggest
to him that you will pay him his regular selary up until the time he
gets other empleoyment, but not exceeding the period of two months. IHs ;
might, of course, procure a position within a week or sc after leaving s
us and there would be no occasion if he got such a job for us to bs

LY
ottt

Wlth the condition found by Dr. Sanders and with

knowledge on our part of the desirability of having him removed from any

lead exposure I think it expedient for you to bring szbout his termination

of employment immediately. I concur in the view expressed by you and Dr.

Kehoe in the establishment of 2 policy of conducting =z physical exsmin-

ation before employment, R
: ' Yours very truly, o

sl (2fzned) E. %, Webb

Copy to Dr. Kghoe



