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Rust gurvey = Jersey City

CRICAGO = jugust 134 1936

EBre We Le Kacdy.
vice Fresident,
Of Lice,

He have & gomprehensive report of dust conditlons in our Jersey city
plunt and & repors on the x-rays of the employees cxanined at that
plant by Dr. curdnor's organisation.

In brief the findings are:

1. Ddlagnosis of aabustosis for five nen.

2. Possibly five additional men have asbestosis but nocsassary
. to ¢onfirms by clinical correlation.

3. 3Serious asbestos dust hazard under preaent operations,

T _CONSRITUTES DUST HAZARD:

Dre Gardner points out that various authorities have tentatively sug-
gosted a conoenvration of five million particles of free silice per
ouble foot of «ir as limite above which o silicoais hazard light exiat,
uud this value has met with some rocugnxuon.

-thon is no stundard for safe conceuntrativn of asbostos duat oosparable
to the vulue Just given for free silica dust. However, br. curdner
quotes the rasults of & survey made in four asbestos fadrionting plants
and reported in 1935 in Bulletin 42, Department of Labor and Industry
of rennsylvania. The incidencs of asbestosls aumong workers with more
than five years exposure:

Average Just Coucentration Percentsgs of TAch Group
For rach Sroup studied Havingz Asbestosis

44 nillion pnrticl“ per ou. f£%. air  73Z (8 out of 11 persons)

17 . " e« & @ gTL (4 * » 15 . )
8. . . s & e & 0z (3 * ¢ 2 o )

The authors of the report aonclude that it is not possible froa thelr
findings to establish the mexinua safe gondition of asbestos in the air.

ST CUNTERED IN FLA

Among them ars ssdbestos, infusorial earth, slate, olay, scapatone, mioca

and limestone. DU, Cardndr advises some of these mlneruls are definitely ,
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bazardous; others are probably not very dangerous although ccnclusive
proof is lucking; and atill others have been shown to be practically
barnleas,

13 NCANTRATION IR FLA

Dr. Gardoer considers concentration of an excess of five million partl.
cles per cu, ft. of air hasardous, The following conditlons were found:

1. A3 bin in duilding /A where nman was ahowltng asbestos - 206
wiliion pariicles per ou. ft. air. i

8. Ineide 73 bin whers bags of asbeatos, olay, etc., wero opened
and contents pushed into sorsw conveyors the count was 22 aillion
yarsicles. .

3. Over the opening of the fourth floor thro.gh which the bins are
supplied the concentration was 79 million particles.

4. Concentrution where asbestos bourds are sawed was 8 million
particloes.

S. Loading bags with asbogtos cement oa firat floor gave & concen~
tration of 261 million particles,
This ia highly hazordous.

Other hazardous counts wesre algo given.

The sumpary «nd conoluaion from Dr. Gardner's report, looking to preven=
tion, lieta the men who should wear respirators until dus$ conditiorzs
are brought within safe lipits and gives detall recomzerdations on exe
hauat systeus, prevention of guet leukage and ventilution, .

COBULKES

In addition to asbestosis, thare &re a nusher of other physical disabilie
ties amon; the men such 4a heart diseage, tubesroulosis, syphilis, eta,
There are casea with s«otive munifestutions of tuburculoasias,

Case #270 (#. Tarbdy) has & unilatorsl chronio tuberculosis. JFossi-
bility of sanatorium treatment of this man should Le conaldered.

case £344 (witkowski). In view of the faot that this individusl ie
only 19 years of age, his condition should bs inveatigated further
1o deteramine whether %troatment is regquired.

There seeas to be no suggesilon of & siliocosis hazard at Jersey City, It
may be allegad, if onses arise, that thoss with tubsrculosis have oon-
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tracted this disesse as a regult of their cccupation.
RECONERNDAT TONS

1. That imaediats staps be taken to provide respirators for those
men govered by pr. Gardner's rocomeendation. I am suggesting
to ur. heade and Lr. Rembort that this be done.

2. Tbat prompt aotion de taken to mau@n necossary dust preven~
tion nnd ventilsilon equipment. I wm also suggestivg to Mr.
Reads and ir. Rembert that this be done.

CONPENSATION FCR OCCUPATIONAL LISEAZES

Certain named diswases such as mercury poisoning, lead poisoning, ete,
come under the Cozpensstion Act of New Jersey. However, ailicoais aand
asbestosis are ot nared apd asy claims arising out of these dlszeases
wizht b8 under common law,

For diseases listed under the Com;ensation Act, we have unlimited lnaue
rance protection. Our ineurance for occupaticnul digease oleiums which -
mizht be mude under common law is placed with the Cantinental Casualty

Company for the rrimury coverage of 55,000 for one Lerson oF &gzresgate

olains of 515,000 in one year. Our excess coverage of 345,000 for one

person and 365,000 aggregate for one year ig imsured with Lloyds. If

olains are filed both of the cumpuniss may cancel the oocuputlopal dige
0839 coverega.

FOR_CONSIDERATION

1. “hat action shall we tuke on notifyi.g the men who have been
oxunined of the various diseases which they have?

2. what uotion shall we tuke in conrection with the contlinuation
of the employment of our meh who have occupatiopal and other

diseuses?

3. 7bat agtion shull we take on the tubercular casea?

TRPe 500 General Sorvice Hanuger
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