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Bear Mr. Byktors

In general I  an in  accord with your d r a ft  of the repor t  o f the 
Aaaerican Medical Association . Cbm ittee on Atmospheric Pollu t ion . However, there 
-are-a few changes th at  I  would suggest*

/

I  have in  my notes the statement: »Health hazards need not be demon­
st rated  to estab lish  the mod fo r  a i r  pollu t ion  con trol», which I  believe we 
agreed upon in  Chicago. I  suggest  th at  i t  be added as a second sentence in  
Paragraph 4 . .

I t  i s  ay impression th at  we need not st r e ss to the exten t o f paragraph 
7 th e need fo r  procedures fo r  sampling and assessment o f d u st fa l l , aerosols and 

Ip Ses in  the atmosphere. I  a s reasonably well sa t isf ie d  with the techniques 
-ahat are already availab le* Sp ecifically  we are using the modified Cascade imps 
pactor , the e lect r ostat ic  p recip itator , the freeze-ou t t rain , the thermal se t t l in g 
cha aber, and the elect ron :: microscope in  the in vest igat ion  o f a i r  pollu t ion . 
Paragraph 8 to my way o f tiiinking expresses the situ at ion  very e ffect ive ly . I 
suggest th at  paragraph 7 be deleted.

Isn ’t  there a typograph ical er ror  in  paragraph 12? The statement i s
made th at  an a i r  pollu t ion  con trol program should ------- appr ise the community of
the fac t  th at elim ination  o f a i r  pollu t ion  i s  economically im pract icable. 8 In 
paragraph 1 we say »Air pollu t ion  means the excessive concentration o f foreign  
matter in  the atmosphere which m y adversely a ffe c t  the well-being of the in d ivid­
ual. or  cause damage to property.8 My react ion  i s  th at i f  we define a i r  pollu t ion  
as the excessive concentration  o f foreign  matter, th at we should not say th at I t  
i s  economically Impracticable to elim inate i t * I  fee l that i f  th is statement were 
released to the nubile the react ion  would be th at  we are saying th at nothing can 
be done which would be a Boat unfortunate impression to leave.

I t  i s  cer tain ly  desirab le th at  m un icipalit ies should “eschew p o l it ica l 
con siderat ion s8 as you suggest in  paragraph 13 but I worrier, th is being an imper­
fec t  world, whethev they w ill do so . Perhaps i t  i s  a l l  r igh t  to se t  i t  as a goal 
to be at tain ed .
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Dr. E. f .  Johnstons told  so th is naming on' the telephone th at  he 
plans to fu r th er  define the medical posit ion . I  -rrould l ik e  to see us encourage 
sons ser ious research  in to th is question  o f the ph ysiological e ffect  of a i r  
pollu t ion . Such work try'reputable rad ical foundation or the United States 
Public Health Service vmuld remove a great  deal of confusion and backbit in g.
The country can well afford  to support such, uork and I  believe i t  vrould be a 
cred it  to the American ¿t- iical Associat ion  to sponsor i t .

I  am enclosing a copy of the proeras of the American Chemical Society 
Symposium on Atmospheric Contamination and Pur ificat ion  which w ill coae o ff in  
San Francisco on March 28 and 29. I  urge yon to attend i f  i t  i s  a t  a l l  possib le 
I  have had- le t t e r s in dicat in g th at Great Br itain  and South Afr ica vd.ll send a 
represen tat ive.

I again  extend my sympathies fo r  your-.recent bereavement and I  hope 
that the du t ies o f your o ffice  have hot been overburdensome as a r esu lt .

Sincerely yours,

Louis C. McCabe 
Director
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