March 28, 1947

Mr. H. K. Harlan, Plant Manager,
Magnus Metal Division,

National Lesd (Company,

1u29 West Seventh Street,
Cincinnatl %, Ohic.

Dear Mr. Harlan:

I am sending you herewith two coples of a memorandum prepared
by my assoclate, Dr. Henry Eyder, In which are summarized our
observations, certaln rather obvious conclusions and certain
other ifems of informetion which we think are pertinent in
relation to the local plant of Magnus HMetal Division of Natlonal
Lesad Company .

I have undertaken to suggest previously to you and certain of

your assoclates, the desirability of your having this information
as thse background on wnich to consider the urgency of the hyglenic
sltuation in the plant. TFor some reason or combination of reasons,
which I meke no effort to state or interpret, my efforts have not
been very satisfactory, and thererore 1 take this mesns cf bringlng
these matters to your sttention in the hope that they will be
useful 1n bringing this entire matter to & satisfactory concluslon.

Unfortunately we have had the rather thankless and worrisome job
of taking care of & number of your employees, &nd although they
have cooperated with us very splendildly, ve are still In the
unsatisfactory peosition of being unable to assist chem properly
in getting back to work. This might be regarded &s none of our
affalr, but yet 1t 18 nct pleasant or in any way satisfactory to
deal with the kind of economic sltuation presented by these men.
zome of our difficulties wlll be appreclaced, 1 helieve, on itle
baslis of the facts stated 1n the memorandum.

I should like to say, with reference to the rather serlous criti-
cism which we have made of your company, that nelther Dr. ERyder
nor I presume to put the blame for thls situation upon local
management of this plant. There 1s something, we belleve, which
has Interfered with the normal process of the Ohio Industrial
Commlssion for proviéing compensatlion for cccupational illness,
in at least & few of the earller Insiances. There seems no proper
justification for the withholding of compensation in the case of
a8 man whose valldated clalm has been in the hands of the Industrial
Commisslon since December. It 1s for this reason primarily, that
we consider it necessary to bring these facts before the State
Eealth Department and the Industrial Commission. Our responsi-
bility for dolng what we can for these men seems qulte clear.
Therefore, 1f we have gone beyond wvhat might be regarded as the
usual procedures, in dealing with this situation, it 1s primarily
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for this reeason. Moreover we cannot escape the responsibllity

for the recognition of the fact that your plant, as 1t has been
operated, presents & serious hazard to other employees. Accordingly
ve are directing coples of this memorandum to Dr. R. M. Andre of

the Ohio Ipdustrial Commission, to Dr. Roger Heering of the State
Lepartment of Health, and to Dr. Thomas F. Mancuso of the Industrial
Hygiene Division of the State Department of Health.

I should like very much to be &able to send this information to
the Medlcal Director of the Natlonal Lead Company, but I have not
been able to establish the name of any of their major medical
representatives,; with the exception of Dr. Willlertz of the Perth-
Amboy plant, who would seem to have no responsibilility for this
matter. However, I am sending & copy to Mr. Alexander Stewart,
resef@rch Director of the National Lead Company, with whom I have
an indirect acqualntance. I trustgghat this i1s not a breach of
vhat might be considered conventlom fmenities, but I have had
reason to feel that your problem was not being consildered with
sufflcient seriousness by your parent company, and that I might
glve you some &ssistance by bringing these facts to Mr. Stewart's
attenticn. I should not be prepared to make & move of this king,
if our efforts to assist in dealing with the rcot of this ccendition
had met with somewhat greater success.

Very truly yours,

nobert A. Kehoe, M. D.
RAK ef '

Enc.
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