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Th e  O hio Ho t e l  O p e r a t i n g  Co.
M . C . H A N  n a n , G e n u . Mg r .

Y&uugstowkGhio, .A p ril  17,1925.

G érard  Swope, P r e s id e n t  
G eneral E le c t r i c  C c . ,
120 Broadway,
New Y o rk 'C ity .
My d e a r  G erard:

T h is  w i l l  Be a supplem ent to  my o f f i c i a l  
r e p o r t  o f th e  F o r t  Weyns p la n t .  I  an r e a l l y  v e ry  much 
g r a t i f i e d  to  see how p e r s i s t e n t l y  and th o ro u g h ly  Mr. 
B arnes h as c a r r i e d  o u t every  s in g le  su g g e s tio n  1 made to  ’ 
him l a s t  y e a r .  The h ig h - ta b le  c h a ir  which th e y  have 
p roduced  i s  th e  b e s t  I  have seen anywhere and M r. Barnes 
i s  g o in g  to  send a  specim en o f i t  to  S chenectady  to  
d em o n stra te  b e fo re  th e  d o c to rs  when the;* assem ble f o r  
t h e i r  co n fe re n c e .

M iss TTinna has done e x c e l le n t  work th e r e .  
I  re a d  h e r r e v e r ts  «M . tu rn o v e r  and on th e  t e s t s  she mode 
w ith  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  o f h igh  and low s e a t s ,  and I  was 
much im p ressed . She can do a c c u ra te  re s e a rc h  work of 
h ig h  o rd e r .  B” t  I  b e l ie v e  she has come to  th e  end of her 
u s e fu ln e s s  in  F o r t  Wayne. What Mr. B arnes w ants i s  a 
woman o f th e  L ad ie s  Home Jo u rn a l ty-pe, and M iss Kinr.a is  
a woman o f th e  J o u r n a l  D f  I n d u s t r i a l  Hygiene ty p e .
Mr. B arnes b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e  two ty p e s  c o u ld  b e  combined 
in  one p e rso n , b u t I  doub t i t .  I t  would be a g r e a t  p i ty  
to  lo s e  Miss K in n a . Could she n o t perhans be p la c e d  
e lsew here?  P erh ap s  in  E r ie  or B rid g e p o rt , or th e  Lynn 
R iv e r Works where th e  problem s a re  much th e  same as in  
F o rt Wayne. ’•

M r. • B’f-rras to ld  me of t^o  p la n ts  in  Chicago 
which belonged  to  th e  Genera] E le c t r i c  and which I  have 
n ev e r v i s i t e d ,  ¿&ne i s  a t  25C. S . Robey S t r e e t ,  making X-Ray 
a p p a ra tu s , th e  o th s r  i s  th e  Edison E l e c t r i c  'A ppliance Co., 
in  A u stin  and h ere  th e y  er.amel sr-d s a n d b la s t .  Bo you wish 
me to  v i s i t  them?

Very s in c e re ly  y o u rs .



G eneral E lec tric : Connery,
Plar-t at Port Wayne, Ind.

T h is  i s  my second v i s i t  to  th e  a p p a ra tu s  
r l a r . t  in  F o r t  Wayne, I n d . ,  I t  w i l l  "be u n n ecessary  f o r  me 
to  make a com plete r e p o r t  of the  p la n t  and I  w i l l  sim ply  
n o te  th e  charg es t h a t  have beer. made d u r in g  th e  p a s t  year.

I t  i s  g r a t i f y i n g  to  he ab le  to  say th a t  
ev e ry  c r i t i c i s m  which I  made les t-  y e a r  has beer, met and I  
am now a b le  to  s t a t e  t h a t  th e  danger has been in  each i n ­
s ta n c e  le s se n e d  or c o m p le te ly  a b o lis h e d . The f e a tu r e s  which 
w ere c r i t i z e d  w ere-as fo l lo w s :

B enzol was used in  fo rm ula  462 in  such 
a way t h a t  fumes escaped  i n t o  th e  a i r .  Now they a re  u s in g  
fo rm u la  457 which i s  fo rm ula  455 w ith  60 o r 70 degree n ap th a , 
and n o t  o n ly  a r e . th e  fumes c o m p a ra tiv e ly  h arm less  b u t i t  i s  
s a id  to  wo rife b e t t e r  as a  co a tin g - f o r  p aper than  462 w ith  b e n z o l.

The s a n d b la s t in g ,  e s p e c ia l ly  of la r g e  
o b jec ts- , was open to  e r 'i t ic iz m , a lth o u g h  i t  was b e t t e r  done 
th a n  in  some o th e r  p la n ts .  The workman was n e t  o b lig e d  to  
e n te r  th e  sa n d b la s t  room; he c o u ld  s ta n d  o u ts id e  and c o n tro l  
h i s  work by lo o k in g  through  a window. T h is window, however, 
was p ro te c te d  o n ly  by a v e ry  f in e  s c re e n  and th e  s m a lle s t  
p a r t i c l e s ,  those  which do th e  m ost harm when in h a le d , were 
n o t  h e ld  b ack  by th e  s c re e n . I  asked  a t  th e  tim e w h e th e r i t  
would n o t  b e  p o s s ib le  to  have a g la ss- window, b u t I  was to ld  th a t  
th e  p a r t i c l e s  of sand  would soon f r o s t  i t  so  t h a t  i t  would be no 
lo n g e r  t r a n s p a r e n t .  Now I  f i n d  a g la s s  pane f ix e d  on th e  o u ts id e  
o f  th e  sc re e n  h o ld in g  back  a l l  th e  f in e  p a r t i c l e s  so t h a t  th e  
man i s  com ple te ly  p ro te c te d ,  b u t  th e  sc reen  p re v e n ts  th e  f r o s t i n g  
o f  th e  glass-.A s th e  d r a f t  i s  inw ard  no d u s t  escapes even through  
th e  o p en in g  fo r  th e  p ip e .  I  b e l ie v e  t h i s  i s  th e  b ea t method of 
s a n d b la s t in g  to  be -found in  any o f th e  G eneral E le c t r i c  p la n ts .
The s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  q u i'te  so  good in  th e  tum bling  work f o r  th e re  
i s  some le a k in g , b u t  t h i s  i s  p ro b ab ly  p re v e n ta b le  and th e  sm all 
o b je c ts  a r e  t r e a te d  on a t u r n - t a b le  which a llo w s no d u s t to  escape 
The o n ly  c r i t i c i s r  m I  sh ou ld  make o f th e  s a n d b la s t  d epartm ent has 
tD do w ith  th e  supp ly  room. H ere th e re  i s  a collector f o r  th e  
used  sand  which i s ,  of c o u rs e , an ex trem ely  f in e  powder, and when 
t h i s  m ust be em ptied ‘an e x c e s s iv e  q u a n ti ty  of d u st e scap es  and 
ta k e s  a lo n g  tim e tD su b s id e  b ecau se  i t  i s  so l i g h t .  A la y e r  of i t  can  be seen c o v e rin e  th e  -fresh  Kurd T+- tm.-i-ij v - ,


