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Ford Motor Company 20000 Rotunda Drive
: Dearborn, Michigan 48121
. . Maillng Address
P.O. Box 2053

Dearborn, Michigan 48121

Hoverber 2, ) '7V

Mru. M, Mannlng, Bxecul fve Diregtom
Girl Scouts of Metropulitan Detroit
153 E. Elizaheth
Detroit, tlichigan

Dear Mra. Mannineg:

This is to call your attention to a potentially hazardous
activity suggested in the Girl Scout Manual entitled: "Moreabouts for
Brownie Girl Scout Leaders.” On page 43 of this manual is a suggestion
for making candlestick holders from asbestos dough and on page 64 is a
recipe for the asbestos modeling material.,

There is extensive literature in medical and environmental
health- journals which indicate a relationship between exposure to
astestos dust and serious lung diseases. I am attaching copies of twe
articles that vou may find interesting which survey some of these
findings: (1) Paul Broder, "A Reporter at Larye -- The Magic Mineral,”
The New Yorker, October 12, 1968; and (2) I. J. Seliko<f, "Asbestos,”
Environment, Vol. 11, March 1963. Incidentally, I have brought these
passages in the mannal to Prof. Selikoff's attention. Prof. Selikoff,
who is Director of the Environmental Sciences Labcratory of the
Mount Sinai School of “edicine of the City University of New York, is 4

.recognized worker in the field of asbestos disease epidemioclogy.
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Mre, M. Mannong -2 Novembicr 2, 1970
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In view of the possible danger of exposure to asbestos dust,

'you mdy wish to recommend that rcfercnce to asbestos modeling material

be deleted from future printings of this (or any other) manual, and that
cautionary information bc disseminated to appropriate 73irl Scout
leadership. :

Sincerely, ‘.

o ~ S A
K«-y T Al
Roy i. ééaler, Ph.D.

Chemical Engineering Department
Scientific Rescarch Staff

RIL.G:ed

cc: Jaxeph (. ABrinton, Executive Divector
Boy Scouts of America Dotroit Arca Council,
1776 W. Warren, Detroit, Mich. 48208

Prot., I. J. Selikoff, M.D.

Mount Sinai Schonl of Modicine of the
City University of Mew York

Sth Avenue and 100 Strect

New York, New York 10029
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