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Texas suffers the
cancer of prospenty

By Johka Judis

The ONMAA sudy 0f Uit Catbude kg disaverey
anothey disdicaang salisin, 10 cunpurilg the health

[Ty mwu:DowChun
el workers i Pwitpiwt. Acoording o B Gordon
Regve of the Nationsl Institute of Occupationat Health
amd Safety, the incidence of ghioblastoma among Dow

4 workors was about two-and-a-halfl times normal.

L The vume ronflts showed up ai the AMOCO refinery
A Femus City, Workers there, accordng to Reeve, were
twl 10 two-and-a-half times more prone 0 “ghiotles-
toms aad sbowr seven of eight imes more prome to

owp, than the normal population

tnvestigations intitiated by the Oil Chemucal and
| Atsmic Workers (QCAW) and the Matiooal Cancer
m (NCi)m the Guif Oil refiaery in Port Acthur
aguin mirrored the Texas City-Fresport resulis: 8 twie
normal incidence of glioblastoma.

Umion Carbide has boen relatively cooporative with
OSHA investigmors, who plan to relesse a fuller report
iater this epring. Sut they tend 10 minimize the cancer
threst to their amployees. 'Epidemiology is a dull
wol." plant manager Damon Engel t0ld me. At the
time Dr. Alexander wrote that article, there were huge
. @Aps 0 its accuracy.”” But NIOSH's Reeve said that he
expected the fuller seport would revesl an even greates
cancer ridk than the preliminary report did.

Engel Also downplayed the threat 10 employes mor-
ale, “‘There has certainly been no pamic on the part of
our smployess,'—ic seid. “The longer the employes
! has been around, the less they are worried, because
they believe in the credibility of the company.’”

tives revealed concern that i some cases bordered on
panic. One employee, who worked for Union Carbide
most of s Bfe amd had spent 15 years in the highly

. 1{ Bur interviews with employees and employee rela-

1 visugl chigride soction of the plant had been it
¥ by fear of developing brain tu-
) s and had 10 secure earty retirement thiough dis-

ability *'Ji became ipcreasingly difficudt for him even
-4 pealk B she pimat Or laok At the gate™ his son said.
ARty Erapkiyoe; 8 Vistnam verevan who s work-
Carbide for 14 yamrs, \mﬂdmm
: , & misture of fear and resignatipa. *
“whowt if. ] worry sbout it & kot ' be said, "Wuephy-
ing poker with gur e,
. et 4 try not (0 dwelt on jt. You'vwg pot 10 work
ymavhive. And Ure chomey e & e pnd You
Merenaﬂnomm

[ 11 .
wkduUlmClrbnde fur 35 years. “lcul t imag-
ine any company dealing with chemicals mot testing
themn before they rmanagressed it oa the public,' Liles
1odd am interviewer.

Dow’s intransigence.
Mot often, the hazards of & workplace are not discov-
cred by inquiring physicians (almast néver by plam

TEX4S$ (ITY TEXAS

The Gulf Coast ares around Houston, which in-
cludes Freeport, Galveston, Texas City, Beaumont
and Port Arthur, 15 one of the fastest-growing and
most prosperous in the country. Companies advertise
on the radio for scarce workers. The cable TV chan.
nels, which run stock quotations or westher farecasty
n the Morth, here broadcast a constant stream of job
QpPPOrUfies,

The Houston area’s prosperity 1s built primanly on
oit and the petrochemicat indusiry. The Houston sky-
line 1s dotted with o1l company skyscrapers. Many of
the companses that make driling equipment are
bwated around Houstion, And the Houston pors aities
ai. he venter tor the (ountry’s petrochemical in
dusiry  Dow's fargest LS. pfant s ac Freeport.
AMOCO and Lmon Cartude ase 1 Texas Gy, Tex.
4.2 1% 00 Begumont, and Gulf Ohl s in Port Arthur

But ay New Jersey residents karned long ago. there is
one important drawback (o prospeniy based on peiro-
chemicals: a cancer rate thm approwches cpidemw pro-
poriions. The Gulf Coas: ias now pulled even with the
worst parts of New jersey. And the alarming cancer
rale among the workers ar some petrochemucal plants
has spurred federal invesugavons,

Threr yeats ago, a hospeeal rendemt in Galveston be-
came concerned when an acquaimiance who wovked at
Umon Carbide in Texas City dwed of glioastoma, a
rarc and Coadis orra of braw Lancer Somern woin
e ound il viher warkers al Unwn Carbide fag
died 01 ghoblastoma A complaint 1o the Occupational
Heaith and Safery Admmumsation (OSHA) prompred
an nvestigation

Last yur. OsHA i esIgMOrS, led by Dr Vicior
Al bushed & prel, y report 13 bram
cancer dmm had been dmeﬂ betwecn 1963 and
1980—about twice the rate v the non-Umon Cariwde

hysicians), bus by the workers themacives, Dv. Sharon
luyl the district health director for OCAW, teils the
story of an AMOCO worker who in reading the com-
pany newspaper discovered that refinery workers were
reguisrly dymy at age 55, while executives were dying
at an average age of 78.
Omce » worker complains, the next step has 10 be

meianoma, u rare and usyally fatal form of skin a@n- |
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Made By OSHA Buc OSHA oluen mret, 110m fesisian e
hum Al LU Limon (‘..‘,.d, N !h&ﬂstmnm
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bamrds who works u the Unwmuy of Tcm hospital
in Galvesian, was erployed by Dow untll 1977, When
@ 13-year study that Legator supervised found a high
tncidence of heatth risks 10 Dow workers, Dow called
off the study.

An Apri 1981 aricle wn Housron Cinn Magazine b\
Lee Hochberg chronicies Dow's resistance to any (J%-
HA investgation of its Freeport medica! records Last
May, Dow demed an OSHA/NIOSH team access 1o 11s
records, Jharging thar the investigalion might reveg’
“trade secret informanon’’ and threaten emplovee
“privacy and protection ol their individual rights

When Rep. Bob Eckhardt threatened last Mav 10
spansor an investigation of Dow, the company releas-
¢d memoranda of nudies that purporied (0 show that
*'there 15 nothing. ..indicating that the number of death.
due 10 brain cancer in the towal work population s
above the expected norm for a population of that size ™

Nationally, Dow has been a leading opponenr ot
OSHA. 1t helped set up the Amaerican industrial Healih
Council (ATHC), charred by Dow president Paul Orer-
fice. Ome ALHC representative, Dr. Francis Roe, tesu.
fied before OSHA in 1979 that ‘‘cancer 1s probabiy
ane of nature’s ways of ehmimating sexuatly effese in
dividuals who would otherwise, in nature’s view, com
pete for available food resources without advantage to
the species as a whole.™

Most Gulf Coast companies follow the Dow pattern
Last January, when an explosion rocked the AMOCO
refinery, the company demanded that OSHA invest.
gators secure g search warrant. When they got a war-
rant the company still refused to let them in,

Aczording to OCAW umon officials, many com.
panies try to shortcircuit any employee complaints by
raising the specter ol plant shutdowns The comparnies
Al employ suatistica) obfuscation. When OC AW and
NCI reported the hgh cancer rate among Gulf Ont Re-
finery workers in Port Arthur, the company countered
with a study of its own showing no perceptible threar
to employees. Bul the company included the records ot
winte-coliar workers, who were not as hikely 1o be ex-
posed (0 toxic chemicals, in its study of employ et nsk
The OCAW/NCI study focused on bluecollar workers

With a change 1n aton in Washington and
with ““New Right'* protege Jack Fields having replaced
Eckhardt 1n Congress, thete 1s hitle chance thay muct

1 wilt be done sbout the Gulf Coast's cancer epidemi.

puBare, e director of the local OSHA office, com-
ot he
- 10 eOver 2
% -

complaints thar the only t I can do s compraint in.
spection. | can never do any general nspections |
never go into the plants and idennfy the problem so
ihat things can be prevented from happening ™

Another government official investigating the can.er
cures in the Guif Coast s simddasly pessimistic | am
worried about how we are going to get out work done
wow,'’ be said, **We had a 1ot of irouble operating on
our old budgel. Now there are going 10 be subuan,al
budget cus.™

Dr. Legator expects that the eventual downturn in
the Gulf Coast's industry will also wmpenid investiga
tions **As the economy slows, workers are lews willing
to gt iRvolved n health manters,”” Legator -
““There is more pressure not o say anything We're
headed for difficult times **
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D60 visly amalewrs hm, &!%..wll rnb
Tekss, Tacoma, Waah., riénd others, The Conm °
includan Michasl Wt of the Taiced Stael
Vorksrs of-America, H&M Varoer of ASARCO
-and Mal Cassidy of OFBA. * A.cireuir court of
appeals has remsnded the sxisting srsenic
standard to the agemcy for o risk sssessment, -
while keeping the naw standgrd in éffect in the
interim. Auchter noted that the tesm's JYoint -
asscosment wruld hopefully determine appro-
priate control sethoda to puuqt arsenic
workers.

--Taxt reprinted

1273/81x %c%ltiﬂl Injuries and
1lineases in 0. Wews. U.S5. Dapt. -
of Labor, Bur. of Labor sn:utxc.

p 1, November 18, 1981. - T .

Job-related injuries mll, Allnessas declifwd in
1580, the Buresu of Labor Statistics of ¢he
U.S. Deparcmant of lebor reportsd. About 1
injury or illsess oceurred for svery 12 workers
in the private ecowowy duxing 198D, coepared
with tha retic of 1 eut of 1I in each of the
previous 4 ysars, The latast survey rémslts
shov that all measures—incidence rates and
aatimates of ousber of cases for total private
sector indumtries—-fell for the first time in 5
years, The all-industry incidence rate fall
from 9.5 injuries and illmagsses per 100 full-
time workers in 1979 to 8.7 1in 1980. Aboat 10
percent of the 0.8 decline in rthe incidence
rate vas the result of a decrease fn total
hours worked between 1979 and 1580. 1In 1980,
vork-related deaths in units vith 1] or more
employeas also fell--from 4,9%0 ia 1979 to
4,400 in 1980. The fatality rate fell frowm 8.6
per 100,000 workers in 1979 ro 7.7 in 1980.
Over the 2-year period from 1979 to 1980, 30
percent of all occupational fatalities ware
associated with the operation of cars and
trucks. The remsinder were from heart attacks;
industrigl wehicles or equipment; falls;
electrocytions; aircraft crashes; struck by
objects other than wehicles or squipment; plant
machinery operations; gun shota; csught in,
under, or between cbjscts; um. explonions;
snd gas inhalatiom.

~Condeusad from text

1274/81x Laad Standard Supplemental
Statement of Reasons Postponed Again.

AOMA Report p 4, November 1981.

For the sixth time, tha Occupational Safery and
Health Administracion has daferred the effective
date of ics supplemental statememt of reascus
and ssendment of the lead standard, Last
January, OSHA published in the Federal Begister
a suppleswntal statement of reasons assassing
the techmological and aconomic feasibilicy of
meating the parmissible exposurs level for
lead fer 46 industrisms. This supplemental
statement, wvhich was origiaslly to have bdacowe
sffective on February 20, has now basn daferred
until December 10, 1981,

-~Taxt reprinted
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'; =121'5/81x M Carbide Telle Employees Results

©oo) of Brain Capcer Study. Job Safety & Health
© - Raport 11: 179, Nevember 17, 1981,

- Workers at i)nion Carbide's Texas City, Texas

patrochamical plant enjoy better than average

" haalth, according to a letter the company sent

all ite workere there. The letter includes

* rasules of a Union Carbide inveatigation begun

after a brain cancer scare surfaced last vear
amcng chemical workers in Texas. The company's
invastigation found that the overall minority
rate for its Texag City workers since 1941 is

‘significauntly less than the national average and

that of the 765 deaths among 6,588 workers, 12
ware due to primary malignant brain cancer.

‘This rate is slightly higher than the natjonal

average, though Carbide said that "no corre-

.- latiom could be found between brain cancer cases
aod ssployee wxposure to chemicails used or

wanufactured at the Texas City plant,"” The

| . Wationsl Institute for Occupational Safety and
‘Haalth 1s also conducting its own probe and has

not yet reviewad Union Carbide's report.

NIOSH's study with the same data base is now
under paer review, Carbide's results follow
rasults of 4 Dov Chemical study last summer

- which found no overall increased risk of brain
. .tumors smong its Texas workers. Both companies'
" conclusions mirror each other in that both denv

any rigk to their employees. Carbide plant
wmanager Demhon L. Engle and company doctor Dr.
David H. Glenn said in the letter that current
company practices provide adequate protection
from known health hazards and they predicted
that the NIOSH resuits would "basically agree”
with their eonclusions. They said that ''we have
not been able to associate these brain cancer
cases with any particular chemical exposure.
Second, the types of brain cancer are present ip
the ssne patcentages as that seen In the general
population. Ordinarily, chemically caused
cancer is a specific and often unusual type,
different than those seen in the general popu-
lation,” Engle and Clenn added. ‘Finally,
excessive brain cancer has not been confirmed in
chamical plants similar to ouras in other parcs
of the country."

—Text reprinted

1276/81x Bemzidine-,0-Tolidine- and
O-Dianisidine—Based Dyves Response to
the Interagency Testing Cowmittee.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Fed. Reg. 46: 55004-55006,
November 5, 1981.

Action: The Interagency Testing Committee,
established under section 4(e¢) of the Toxic
Substances Control Act, designeted benzidine~

- o=telidine- and o-disnisidine-based dyes for

haalth and envirormental effects testing as
published in the Federal Register of December 7,
1979 (44 PR 70665). ¥PA has decided not to
pursue sec. 4(e) testing proposals for these
chamicals at this time because testing programs
which are expected to supply data sufficient for
the Agency's nteds are being currently planned
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