
NAHB Find and Fix Brainstorm

How is Find and Fix different than existing EPA guidance?

E P A  E x p e d ite d  S e t t le m e n t  O ffe r  P o lic y "F in d  an d  F ix"  P ro p o se d  G u id a n ce E P A  A u d it / V o lu n t a r y  D is c lo s u r e  P o lic y
f o r  S t o r m w a t e r  (2006) (2000)

Purpose Promotes co m p lia n ce  b y  p ro v id in g  an  
e xp e d ite d  en fo rce m e n t m e ch a n ism  in 
s itu a tio n s  w here  v io latio ns are  
p o te n tia lly  less  s ig n ifica n t, can be  
g u ick ly  corrected, o r an ap pro pria te  
p e n a lty  can be  p ro m p tly  collected.

P ro v id es o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  o p era to rs to 
co rre ct p o te n tia l v io latio ns in th e  f ie ld  
w ith o u t th rea t o f  en fo rcem e nt; 
p ro v id e s  in ce n tive s f o r  p rio rit iz in g  
ed u ca tio n  a n d  tim e ly  retu rn  to  
com p lian ce .

P ro v id es in ce n tive s f o r  re g u la te d  en tities  
to vo lu n ta rily  d iscover, re p o rt a n d  f ix  
vio lations.

Ta rge t U sers All o perato rs Sm all Bu sin esses Large o pe rato rs

Pros • Q u icke r s e tt le m e n t  process.
• P o te n tia lly  low er se ttle m e n t costs.

• Im m e diate  and proactive  
reductio n  o f en v iro n m en tal risk.

• Im m e diate  fe e d b ack  to firm  on 
potentia l liability.

• Rem oval o f de m in im us 
p a p e rw o rk issues from  
e n fo rce m e n t process.

• Im proved o p e rato r educatio n .

• P en alty  reduction
• No reco m m e n d atio n  fo r crim inal 

prosecu tio n
• No ro utin e  requests fo r audit 

repo rts

Lim itatio n s for use • O p e rato r receives se ttle m e n t o ffe r  
m on ths afte r v io la tio n s occur, no 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  co rre ct v io la tio n s 
qu ickly.

• M in or v io la tio n s p laced on 
perm an en t record w /la rge  $$$  
co nse qu ence s.

• O nly ava ilab le  to th o se  o p e rato rs 
in go od  standing.

• Sm all o p e rato rs rare ly  have 
re so u rce s or e xp ertise  to 
e le ctro n ica lly  do cu m e n t and 
d isc lose  v io lation s.

• M in or v io la tio n s p laced on 
p e rm an en t record w / large $$$  
co nse qu ence s.

P e rfo rm an ce  m easure # O p erato rs acce p tin g  ESO  o ffers, $$ 
reductio n  in fines.

# In sp e ctio n s resu lting  in im m ed iate  
"fixes" reducin g e n v iro n m en ta l risk.

# O p erato rs pa rtic ip a tin g  in program .
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EPA Environmental Auditing Policy Statement (1986) 51 FR 131, 25004 (07/09/86)

This policy states that EPA must refrain from routine requests for audit reports, (i.e., EPA has not and will not routinely request copies of audit 
reports to trigger enforcement investigations).

https://www.epa.gov/conipliance/environnientai~3uditing-policy~staternent 

EPA Audit Policy (April 2000) 65 FR 19,618 (04/11/00)

Formally titled "Incentives for Self- Policing: Discovery, Disclosure, Correction and Prevention of Violations, " this policy provides several major 
incentives for regulated entities to voluntarily discover and fix violations of federal environmental laws and regulations.

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsvs/pkg/FR-2.000-04-ll/pdi/00-8954.pdf

Suarez (2003) The Role of the EPA Inspector in Providing Compliance Assistance during Inspections

This Memorandum describes a policy for EPA inspectors on what compliance assistance should and should not be provided to facilities during on­
site compliance inspections.

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/fiies/2013-09/documents/inspectorroie.pdf 

Next Generation Compliance: Strategic Plan 2014-2017

The Next Generation Compliance Strategic Plan is organized around the five interconnected components:

• More Effective Regulations and Permits
• Advanced Monitoring
• Electronic Reporting
• Expanded Transparency, and
• Innovative Enforcement

https://www.epa.gov/compliance/next-generation-compliance-strategic-plan-2014-2017

Supporting EPA Policy for Find and Fix:
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