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October 1, 1990

Mr. Donald ClayA ttisant Adminácnwr for Solid Wmtg Êod S s if |M c y  K upon»Office of Solid Wm»  s&d Emergency Response U. S» Eavíxoa&enal Proteedon Aftncy W ianide Mail 401 M Sorte, SW WttiüngtDO, DC 20400

Dear Mr. Clay;
Earlier tbit y o r, an E?A employee oa your staff, sedai la bar privan capacity Out utiltoag ehe format of an iatru-aseacy memoranda, forvtnlcd to tha EPA*x Scanoi Advisory Beard accusa­tions raised in as appaila» brief fibd in a priva» lawsuit Urroirina Monsanto Cdtnpa&y. Tie untrue aileguzoas repastad m tbax memorandum referenced to two health mdlae •ffífíf'irrA by Monsanto to rramma any impact of possible exposure to dioxin in ampkryeas Involved là dit produrnnn of htrbicuin sa Monsanto*« NltM, West V lf |iu  plans. Tha attsoadons charged that the study rssults had dalibanaly nadar-repexted cancer mortality. The fra»  inaccuracies of theta charges bava bean tha rabjaet of prior oqjj u pend race to tha A pery by mynlf and by Monsanto*« Chairman. Richard Mahoney. Notwitfaecsadlaf our «fforti »  corn e t the record, these bassi«» obesi» have been widely repeated in newspaper aoonuaa and even before a Coa«ressiaaal Subcommittee when the charpas were ponnyed as ¿hot, thne giving the incorrect impruVm ches ii is the p s a a a n f i  view that tha n d i a  ira — kirarHirg lfrm»ai» leooeaxM that tha Agency did tone a o m ifllw  stare amir fndlrning that tha eaplnyae was acting in her individual npneity, not tt an A pacy empleyaa m preparing the ma ma lailim cad that her a a moranrfnn  do» Û0C »fleet the Agency'* official potk faa. Hu waver, that ttstamant his not remedied tha » n òie «  caned h r continoti reftrannaa to the am « itim i »pairad in the

In view of the faisbfifar of Monsanto to belt or correct the « « y  erroneous reporta with respect to these two tradì» « d  b  vbw of the extreme prejudice bsmg tafTered by end theindivìdui s d n d m n o d e te d  with the studies, Sfoamto is compelled »  requen, in tte  strongest «osepasdM e, »es the Ceded States Environaeoai Procection Agency, through the «arpicai of TflOQH* perform a complu» «odd on the two morality stadi» (àathored &T Zacfc/Sssfcind and Zack/Geffey) referenced within the m o n n u tn . **""—--* is thatthe andd win confina tha creici as kins i sachad by tha artgheU seiaedi». Tha hnpaiiMm to pits aa end to this f il»  ooium m y . Afame inch feversnsne sedea, to «after damage to its — —J—
Given the Ceeapany*! SOitpCa-beud focas* piw ervuus at w m am n'i l e a n n  worid-den research is of critichi importance to our bufam i and Furthermore, finca NIOSH is in the pro ceas of in a ia i study rasai» basad, sa



2

population ¡evolved In tha two studies sponsored by Monsanto, it should bo important for the government «9 r u m  any ttiama imoroperiy attached to NIOSH’j  work u  a result of the earlier charge* raised against tha predacessor stadias. In connection with NIOSSTs Dioxin Registry Program. Monsanto has previously furnished NTGSH with comolete data sets regarding the mortality experience of the Company's Nitre» Wett Virginia work force. It is believed that Dr. Marilyn Fxngnrhut at NIGSH has all the data n e c ta ry  to perform an impartial. inder^H ^y  audit. IT Monsanto can provide further assistance to facilitate completion of an audit, via furnishing any additional data, it would be happy to do so*
I wish to stress that Monsanto believes the charges raised tsainst the two studies are utterly without merit, but that Monsanto's own ability to oonnter the» cheats has been impaired by the incorrect impression created in tha media that your Agency has chaltengrrt the validity of these studies. This erroneous impression k perhaps best resol van via direct government involvement la performing an independent audit of the rwo studies followed with a publication by the govern­ment in a pear-reviewed journal of the recults or that audit, ir yon hive other alternatives besides the suggested audit to respond is this situation, piene feel free to contact my office. We look forward to receiving the commitment of the government to proceed with this work.
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ee Kayaond C. Loehr. PIlD.Chair, Executive CommitteeScience Advisory BoardOffice of the AdministratorU.S. Environmental Protection AgencyWaterside Man4 ttM 3 m c,$ WWashington, DC 20460

Donld G» m  niff i PhD*Director, Setae* Advfcory Boardom ee of the AdministratorU A  EfiVtrawOiStii Piuxaclion AgencyWamretahiafl402 Id S tm t, SWWrefaingM, DC 20460
Marilyn A. Ffogerhu. PhD,Chief IndsBtrywide Studies Branch NIOSHRobert A. Taft Lnboramries 4676 Columbia Pukway ngftimuti, OH 49220-1996
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