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November 15, 1924.

Please note the attached article from the New York Times of November 
13, 1924, entitled!

"TETRAETHYL LEAD f  
IN VICTIM'S BRAIN".

The facts outlined in the article once again confirm the observations 
of all physicians familiar with the subject of lead poisoning.

Lead Compounds are poisonous, cumulative, toxic and fatal when 
lethal doses are reaohed.

Lead poison steadily absorbed by the human tissues even in minute 
amounts, tends to superinduce other complications before the fatal proportions 
are reaohed.

Any dopes for fuels for gas engines should avoid such poisons as lead

compounds,
I am sure you will see why I have so vigorously opposed the use of 

Ethyl Gas produced and sold by the Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey, General Motors 
and Dupont interests, on the grounds of protecting public health and welfare 
primarily, aside from the fact they are only suggested because of refusal of 

motor works to properly equip engines for fuels fixed by the U. S. Government 
Specifications.
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ERRUPTS
ÌREENWICH

ner With Pistol 
ladder With- 
ot-.

7 Y o rk  T im es.
N ov. 12.—W ith  a  

l a g a in s t  h is  rib s  
P a u l R . B o n n er 

tenw lch, a  le a th e r  
son  of D av id  B on- 
b lish er, w as  g ru f-  
$ la r  to go dow n­
line b low n o u t / ’
'll* w ere  a t  d in n e r 
l s te p s in a  room  
Id them . Follow ed  
an d  M rs. B o n n er 

tlg a te .
iis room , M r. B on- 
a  young: m an  w ho 

id w ho p ressed  th e  
e r ’s  c h e s t an d  or- 
.rs. T h e  B o n n e rs  
plied w ith  th e  or- 
r  e scaped  th ro u g h  
a  la d d e r  he lm d 

f ro n t po rch . M r. 
?h t t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  
a s c e r ta in  n o th in g

wo w eeks, th re e  
reenw ich  re s id e n ts  
Jew elry  v a lu ed  a t  
a ro ld  L loyd R ock- 
$10,000; G eorge S. 
'r c s ly  N . G u th rie , 
;s w ere  a ll d tirin g

r BEFORE 30.t ■

cuto r In the W i l l  
•n jam in .
,i th e  c o n d u c t % an d  

to m a r ry  b e fo re  
u ltlv a te  f r ie n d sh ip  

a, w ere  am o n g  th e  
1 of M ax B e n ja m in , 

S u r ro g a te ’s C ourt, 
*1 a lso  co n ta in ed  
to th e  d c c e n d e n t’s 

ling  an  in v e s tm e n t 
s ta te  in r e a lty , an d  
; a  b u sin e ss. T he 
i is  n o t ¡reported , 
p a r t  to  th e  w idow , 

iin in , a n d  a  d au g h - 
s old, a ll  o f w hom  
1 S tre e t, B roo k ly n . 
* w as  a  r e a l ty  in- 

N'on, w ho  Is n am ed  
t ru s t  fu n d  of $15,000 

' of h im se lf  a n d  h is  
"income fo r  h e r  edu- 
'inc ludo  a  s tu d y  of 
1 d a u g h te r  m a rr ie s  
.000. T ills  fu n d , th e  
ou ld  be in v es te d  in 
» a n d  th e  p ro p e r ty

TETRAETHYL LEAD
IN VICTIM’S BRAIN

' . \

Analysis Reveals 1 iy 2  Crains of 
Load Compounds in Body of 

Standard Oil Worker.

EXHAUSTIVE TESTS MADE

Medical Exam iner Says A m ount of 

the Metal Absorbed Was 

“ A s ton ish ing ly  Large.“  ,
H a lf  a  m illig ram  of te tr a e th y l  lead  

h a s  been recovered  in  th e  chem ical la b ­
o ra to ry  of th e  C hief M edical E x a m in e r’s 
office, i t  w as annou n ced  y e s te rd a y , from  
th e  b ra in  of W a lte r  D ym ock, one o f th e  
S ta n d a rd  Oil em ployes a t  E liza b e th  
w ho d ied  a f te r  b re a th in g  th e  so-called  
“ looney g a s .”

A  to ta l  of seven  an d  tw o -ten th  g ra in s  
o f lead  w as recovered  from  tho  body, 
an d  i t  w a s  e s tim a te d  th a t  a  fu ll a n a ly ­
sis  W ould 'show  ab o u t eleven a n d  one- 
h a lf  g ra in s  of le a d  In th e  m a n ’s sy s­
tem  a t  th e  tim e of d ea th .

T h is  in v es tig a tio n , w h ich  w a s  neces­
s a ry  to  e s tab lish  th e  cause  of d e a th  scl- 
en tim lca lly , was, one of the  tw o  m o st 
d iffic u lt a n d  e x h au s tiv e  w orks ev er re ­
q u ired  o f th e  C hief M edical E x a m in e r’s 
la b o ra to ry , w hich  is c o n s ta n tly  a t  w ork  
u n ra v e lin g  s im ila r  p rob lem s in  hom i­
cide, su ic ide  an d  a cc id en t cases. The 
o th e r  In v estig a tio n  o f co m p arab le  leng th  
an d  d if fic u lty  w as in th e  case  o f a  m an 
w ho died fro m  on  overdose of a  com plex 
sy n th e tic  m edicine, com posed la rg e ly  of 
a rsen ic .

T he a n a ly s is  req u ired  th re e  w eeks of 
p ra c tic a lly  co n tin u o u s e f fo r t by  D r. 
A le x a n d e r O. G ettle r, C ity  C hem ist. 
H u n d red s  of s te p s w ere  req u ired  in the  
chem ical p ro ced u re  w hich  recovered  the  
lead . A v a r ie ty  of lead  com pounds w ere 
found  in th e  body. T hese d e riv a tiv es  of 
of te tra e th y l , lead  rep re sen ted  tho ef­
fo r ts  of the  body  to  m etabo lize, o r 
d iges t, th e  poison.

B o d y  P r o d u c e s  Rom© B e n d .  ^

A bou t o n e -fo u rth  of a  g ra in  o f th e  
o rig in a l te tr a e th y l  lead  w as found , th e  
re m a in d e r  be ing  o th e r  lead  Compounds 
p roduced  by th e  red u c in g  a g e n ts  of the  
blood s tre a m  in  th e  e f fo r t to  p ro te c t th e  
body a g a in s t  th e  d ead ly  Invader.

F ro m  th e  b ra in  a  to ta l  o f JO.O m illi­
g ra m s of lead  su b s ta n c e s  w ere  tak en . 
A bou t th e  sam e Q uan tity  w as ta k e n  
fro m  th e  lungs, in d ic a tin g  th a t  the  
m ain  source  of in ta k e  of lea^  w as the  
lungs, a lth o u g h  p a r t  of it* en te red  tho

body  th ro u g h  th e  sk in . F ro m  th e  bones 
53.4 m illig ram s w ere tak en . In  chron ic  
cases of lead  poisoning, such a s  p a in te rs  
and o th e r  lead w orkers su ffe r, th e  lead 
Is g ra d u a lly  absorbed  into th e  body an d  
s to red  a w a y  In th e  bones, th e  bad  e f­
fec ts  m ak in g  th e ir  ap p ea ran ce  a f te r  the  
bones h av e  been su p e rsa tu ra te d  With 
the  m eta l. T he a m o u n t o f lead  in the  
blood s tre a m  h a s  n o t y e t been de­
term ined .

“ T ills is one of th e  m ost d ifficu lt of 
m an y  d ifficu lt in v es tig a tio n s  of th e  k ind  
w hich  hav e  been ca rr ie d  on a t  th is  la b ­
o ra to ry ,” sa id  D r. N o rris . “ T h is  w as 
th e  f i r s t  w o rk  of its  k ind  ev er done, so 
f a r  a s  1 know . D r. G ettle r  h ad  n o t only 
to do'xth e  w ork , b u t to  Invent a  consid ­
e rab le  p a rt of the. m ethod  of doing it.

“ I t  w as  im possible, from  th is  Investi­
g a tio n , to te ll how  m uch  lead  v a p o r  Is 
enough to  k ill a person . T here  w as an  
a s to n ish in g ly  la rg e  q u a n tity  of the  
m eta l in th e  b ra in  and  body of th is  
m an , p rov ing  th e  h igh  ab so rp tiv en ess of 
th e  gas.

D e ad lin e s *  D is c o v e re d  in 1854.
“ T he fa c t  th a t  i t  Was re a d ily  absorbed  

an d  h ig h ly  poisonous h a s  been know n 
e v e r since te tra e th y l lead  w a s ,d is c o v ­
ered  In G e rm a n y 'In  ab o u t 1854, a nd It 
h as n o t been u sed  In In d u stry  d u rin g  
m o st of th e  sev en ty  y ea rs , since  th en  be­
cause  of Its know n d ead lin ess.”

D r. N o rris  sa id  th a t  th is  investiga tion , 
w hile it show ed th e  ex trem e h a z a rd  in 
th e  m a n u fa c tu re  of the  gas, did no t 
th ro w  a n y r lig h t on th e  question  w h e th e r  
th e  te tr a e th y l  lead  w as still dang ero u s 
w hen d ilu ted  w ith  1,000 p a r ts  of g aso ­
line and b u rn ed  in m otors . T h is is a. 
sou rce  of acu te  d an g er to  th e  g enera l 
public, acco rd in g  to D r. Y andell H e n ­
derson , P ro fe sso r  of Applied P hysio logy  
a t Y ale, b u t ex p erts  o £ ,the  S tan d a rd  Oil 
C om pany  Insist th a t  no d an g e r is in ­
volved in i t  a t  a ll. T he use of gaso line 
m ixed w ith  lead  Is b a rre d  from  th e  
s tre e ts  of N ew  Y ork C ity, from  all .p a rts  
of N ew  Je rs e y  and  P h ila d e lp h ia  a t  p re s ­
en t, p end ing  conclusive fin d in g s a s  to 
th e  d a n g e r  o r  h a rm lcssn ess of th is  
product.

T he f ind ings of th e  N ew  Y ork  C ity  
la b o ra to ry  w ill be fu rn ished  to  the  
G rand  Ju ry  a t  E liza b e th , N. J .,  w hich 
is in v e s tig a tin g  to d iscover w h e th e r  
c rim in a l negligence w as  involve«] in the  
d e a th  of five m en w ho b rea th ed  th is  i 
g as . A bout f if ty  o th e rs  have  be^n un-1 
cler tre a tm e n t. All of th ese  h a v e  been I, 
re leased  a s  cured  w ith  the  exception  of I 
th irte e n , who* a rc  s till p a tie n ts  a t  the 
R eco n stru c tio n  H osp ita l in this: c ity .

Disney Gets Conservation Post.
A LBA N Y , N . Y „ N ov. 12.—T h e a p ­

p o in tm en t of F ra n c is  X . D isney  of E l­
m ira  a s  D ep u ty  C onservation  C om m is­
sioner w as announced  to d ay  by  C onser­
v ation  C om m issioner A lex an d er M ac­
D onald . T he s a la ry  is $7,000 a  y ea r . 
M r. D isney  served  eight, y e a rs  a s . Secre­
ta r y  of th e  P ub lic  Service C om m ission, 

•Second D is tr ic t, and  fo r  tw o y ea rs  h as 
been head of th e  C onservation  B u reau  
in th e  q /fice of th e  A tto rn ey  G eneral.

Case Postponed fo r  Football Game.
PO R T L A N D , M e., Nov. 12.—F o o tb a ll 

h ad  Its d ay  in c o u rt today . ' W hen  a  
liquor case w as con tinued  to Nof\;. 22 
th e  counsel fo r th e  defense  sa id  th a t  
w as th e  d ay  of th e  H a rv a rd -Y a le  classic^ 
fo r  w hich  he  h ad  tickets. “ I guess i t  is 
a  good excuse w hen it  is o ffered  in 
tim e ,”  Ju d g e  P eabody  com m ented  a s  he 
se t  tidal fo r  a n o th e r  d a te . '

NEW

“ .30 minuits 
from 

5 th  A n n u e " *

B U S I N E S S  R E C O R D S
PROCEEDINGS.
©d— A g a i n s t
IBRD Si BRO.. s ilks, 
oy  M . J a n o w itz  on a  
am  H . B rady w as ap- 
$o,000 bond, by Judge 

abou t $2y,U00; a sse ts ,

s ilks and  woolens, (57 
klyn, by N oam ! Wol-*

In c .,  d y e m a k e rs , too l- 
n a c h in is ts ,  120 A tk in a  
by, B ed fo rd  P la t in g  
VpiXiitan I ro n  F o u n d ry ,,

V- • $1,600.

B a ld w in , W m .—M aso l R e a lly  C o rp . .$2,774.70 
G ro ssm a n , A lex . R .—F . B . M c F a ll . . . .$1,357.00 
C ohen , L o u is  J .—A m e ric a n  T a x im e te r  Co.

$707.01
C aso , A n ton io—C. 12. C h a lm e rs ;  c o s ts .$110.24 
C aso ,. B a s t ia n o ,  by  gdn—C . E . C h a lm e rs ;
c o s ts  ............................   $118.24

C ru m p  & L u n g re e n , In c .—t l .  A . K o u n .$183.55 
C h e a te r . . 'G e o rg e  R .—E n c y c lo p ae d ia  B r i t a n ­
n ic a  C o rp .......................................................*. .$149.32

C ohen , J o se p h —O. E n g la n d e r ............. ,.$273.06
C an n o n , J a m e s  J .—C e n tra l  C ig a r  M fg . Go.

' , * T . $138.45
C h a n g , I l e r u r —M . B e rk  e t  a l . .  A . ...$ 1 8 5 .9 0  
C ianaio  M ills  Co, In c —H a r r is  B ro s  C o rp ; 
c o s ts  ........................  $121.15

'“’ai irgea C orp— Tt+rrZ

B rogan , C h a rle s—J .  V a n  K e e n .........$35.052.09
H a o k b a r th , A lfred  C .—A. K r im o t.........$401.52
Ju d so n , S idney , S am u e l L e ib o w itz  & M orris  

G uid ln—U nited  P la n  & S h a r in g  Con>.. $439.42
M arino , L o u is  A .—P u re  0]1 C o.................. $137.55
N ew  R iv e r  L u m b e r Co.-AA. I I .  E l lio t t,

$1,402.77
.Same—L . W arre n ......................................$1,810.23
R o g a lin , .I s a d o re —B ordens  F a r m  P ro d u c ts
C o.................................................   $874.45

Sido C a r  V eh ic le  M fg. Co.—T oys ¿¡..N ovelties
P u b . Co.......................... ...............i$314.20

S te f fe n  & B ra h a m  Co., In c .—G ra m a ta n  C oal
' Sr. Su p p ly  Co..................................................... $247,03
U n ited  B ric k  Co. o f  N . Y.,i In c .—K p v a te s ' &

K n a u b o r Iro n  W o rk s , _Jnc.................. « ..'..$331.07
W glaa,¿A dolph—C l t ^ c ^ ^ S Y . . .  . . ; . . . .$ ! 4 7 .4 5 . .
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P u b l i s h i n g  C o m p a n y
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OF

SCIENTIFIC
AND
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Dr.  R. 3.  S a y e r s ,
C h i e f  Su rgeon
U. 3. Bureau o f  Mines ,
Wash in g t on ,  D. C.

Oc tobe r  21.  1924

Q  ^

‘ ‘ t '

Iviy d e a r  Dr .  S a y e r s :

I am g r e a t l y  o b l i g e d  to you f o r  y o u r  k ind  
l e t t e r  o f  t he  1 6 t h  i n s t . ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  to T e t r a - e t h y l  G a s o l i n e .  
Of c o u r s e ,  we w i l l  keep  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  e n t i r e l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

I may say t h a t  t he  r e s u l t s  which  you a r e  g e t ­
t i n g  seem to me v e ry  s u r p r i s i n g .  A n a l y s i s  o f  e t h y l  g a s ,  made 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  by ou r  chemica l  e x p e r t s ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  t r e a t e d  
g a s o l i n e  a s  used  i n  the  eng ine  c o n t a i n s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 grams o f  
m e t a l l i c  l e a d  p e r  g a l l o n  o f  g a s o l i n e .  This  l e a d  ha s  to oome ou t  
somewhere ,  and one would e x p e c t  i t  to come ou t  i n  t he  form e i t h e r  
o f  powdered c a r b o n a t e  o r  powdered o x i d e .  Both o f  t h e s e  powders  
a r e  w e l l  known to be e x t r e m e l y  p o i s o n o u s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  seems to 
me v e r y  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  you have  had no symptoms o f  p o i s o n i n g  i n  
y o u r  exposed  a n i m a l s  w i t h  t he  amount o f  e x p o s u r e  to t he  e x h a u s t  
g a s e s  which  you have  u se d .  Of c o u r s e ,  e x p e r i m e n t s  a r e  the f i n a l  
t e s t ,  bu t  have  you any i d e a  a s  to the  r e a s o n  why t he  p o i s o n i n g  ha s  
n o t  been o b t a i n e d ?

1 may say a l s o ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  I  must  a sk  you ,  i f  
you w i l l ,  to keep  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  t h a t  I  am informed t h a t  a number 
o f  the  g a r a g e  employees  o f  t he  S t a n d a r d  Oi l  Company i n  n o r t h e r n  
New J e r s e y  a r e  showing symptoms o f  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g ,  due p r e sumab ly  
to the  f a c t  t h a t  the company i s  u s i n g  the  e t h y l  ga s  i n  t h i s  d i s ­
t r i c t .  1 have n o t  con f i rmed t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  bu t  i t  comes to me 
r a t h e r  d i r e c t l y ,  anu 1 am i n c l i n e d  to o r e d i t . i t .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  
f a c t ^ e v e n  i f  t r u e ,  does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean any t o x i c i t y  o f  e xh au s t  
g a s e s ,  a s  i t  might  be e x p l a i n e d  by p o i s o n i n g  due t o  c o n t a c t  o f  t h e  
e ' thy l  gas  w i t h  t he  s k i n .

I  have d e c i d e d  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  whole m a t t e r  o f  
the  e t h y l  ga s  ve ry  d e f i n i t e l y .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i s ­
t i n c t  d a n g e r  o f  a w i de sp r ea d  p o i s o n i n g ,  and t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  duty o f
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Dr .  H. K. S a y e r s : -2-

t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Amer i can  to g e t  a t  t he  e x a c t  f a c t s ,  and to make 
them p u b l i c .  S i n c e  you a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t he  t h i n g ,  I  t h i n k  I 
would l i k e  to  t a l k  ove r  t he  whole f i e l d  w i t h  you ,  and to l o o k  
ov e r  y o u r  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  i f  t h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e .  Of c o u r s e ,  we w i l l  
a g r e e  n o t  to qu o t e  you or  the  Bureau in  any way, o r  to make any 
u se  o f  y o u r  r e s u l t s ,  e x c e p t  With you r  comp le t e  and s p e c i f i c  
a p p r o v a l .  W]aat I r e a l l y  want  i s  to be p e r f e c t l y  f a i r  ab o u t  the 
whole  t h i n g ,  which  means t h a t  1 want  to g e t  a l l  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
f a c t s  f rom eve ry  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e .

Are y o u r  e x p e r i m e n t s  b e in g  c a r r i e d  ou t  i n  Washing ton  
o r  e l s e w h e r e ,  and would i t  be a g r e e a b l e  to the  Bureau to have  me 
meet  you somewhere,  t a l k  o ve r  the  whole t h i n g  and l o o k  ove r  t he  
e x p e r i m e n t s ?

In  c a s e  Dr .  Bain i s  s t i l l  a b s e n t ,  and you should  
w i sh  some a s s u r a n c e  o f  my competence  and h o n e s t y ,  I  may say t h a t  
a number  o f  t he  Bureau o f  Hines  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  more o r  l e s s  
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  me, a s  a r e  Judge F i n n e y ,  ( A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
t he  I n t e r i o r ) ,  Dr .  George O t i s  S m i t h ,  o f  t he  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r ve y ,  
Dr .  C h a r l e s  A. P a r s o n s ,  o f  the  American Chemical  S o c i e t y ,  and 
Dr .  George A. B a n k i n , o f  t h e  Chemical  War far e  S e r v i c e ,  e t c .

EDI1: LD
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Mr. E. S. Frggu,— -  
SOIOTTMO A U E R ■

' ^ ^ ^ i ^ | i ^ f r ! f 0VT'''forfc. SUBJECTi Tetra-ethyl gasoline

Dear Mr. Free» v-;

Tour le t te r  to Dr. Bain, who is  away from Washington, has 
been referred, to me for reply.

The Bureau of Mines has beon carrying out some studies to 
determine the possible tox ic ity  of exhaust gases from an engine using 
gasoline containing tetra-ethyl lead. We have exposed many animals, 
including rabbits, guinea p ig s , pigeons, dogs, and monkeys, to the 
exhaust gas diluted with air  Just su ffic ien tly  to prevent acute effeots  
from carbon monoxide, that i s ,  so that the a ir  would contain from 0.01 
to 0.03 per cent of oarbon monoxide. The animals have been exposed 
in two groups, one group being exposed three hours dally  and the other 
s ix  hours d a ily . These experiments have been running for about
ten months with no symptoms of lead poisoning in any animal. Reoently 
we have increased the amount of tetra-ethyl lead in the gasoline to five  
times the amount now rooommended for use in automobiles. This teat 
has been running for some weeks without any apparent e ffe c ts . We 
Intend to lnoroase the oonoentratlon of the tetra-ethyl lead in the 
gasoline to a point where Bymptoms of le a l poisoning are obtained, i f  they 
are not abtained from the above.

During the experiments, animals have oooasionally been k ille d  to 
bed. examined for load. Ho lead has been found in their bodies up to 
the present time; none has been k illed  since the higher concentration 
has been used, so we do not know what w ill be the findings.

As the study is  s t i l l  in progress, we do not care to draw 
defin ite  oonolusiona and i t  is  requested that none of the above be 
published. However, there havsbeen many inquiries and demand for 
published statement of our findings and i t  may seem advisable a l i t t l e  
la ter  to get out a preliminary one. If this i s  done, a oopy w ill  be 
sent to you.

\  v
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We are intending to carry out further studies covering the 
p o ss ib ility  of poisoning from tetra-ethyl lead from nay source that 
would a ffec t the publio. Of course, such studies take time and 
any statement at present would he a mere guess.

Toura very tru ly .

R. R. SAYERS
Chief surgeon, U.S.B.of U. 

Surgeon, U.S.P.H.S.

/
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Dr .  H. F o s t e r  Ba in ,
D i r e c t o r  o f  U.S.  Bureau o f  Mines ,  
Wash in g t on ,  D. 0.

Dea r  Dr .  Bain:

w
924 OCl 16 AM 10

INTERIOR OEPAR I'M ENT 
BUREAU OF MINES 
W ASHIfNGTOri 15.0.

I have been somewhat concerned  by t he  a c t i v i t y  
o f  t he  G e n e r a l  Motors  Company, and t h e i r  r e l a t e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  
in  p u s h i n g  t he  use  o f  l e a d  compounds i n  g a s o l i n e  -  t he  
s o - c a l l e d  " e t h y l  g a s " .

I t  s t r i k e s  me, w i t h o u t  knowing ve ry  much abou t  
t he  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a r a t h e r  d a ng e ro us  p r o c e d u r e .  I s  
i t  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t he  l e a d  in  t he  g a s o l i n e  w i l l  come ou t  
in t he  fumes in s u c t u a  f a s h i o n  a s  t o  p ro du ce  l e a d  d u s t  in  
t he  a i r ,  and t o  r a i s e  a t  l e a s t  a p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e r i o u s  
p o i s o n i n g  in p l a c e s  l i k e  F i f t h  Avenue,  New York C i t y ,  where  
t h e  c o n g e s t i o n  o f  motor  t r a f f i c  i s  ve ry  g r e a t ?

I  t h i n k  t h i s  i s ^ t T k i n d  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  the  
S c i e n t i f i c  American ought  t o  wa t ch  o u t  f o r ,  and do some th i ng  
a b o u t  in  c a se  the  da nge r  i s  r e a l l y  s e r i o u s .  I  h e a r  i n d i r e c t l y  
f rom the  G e n e r a l  Motors  Company t h a t  the  B u re g ^ o ^  Mines h a s  
t e s t e d  t he  m a t t e r ,  and t h a t  you a r e  a b o u t  t o ' m  a ' v e r y  f a v o r ­
a b l e  r e p o r t .  I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  could you w r i t e  me ( c o n f i d e n t i a l l y  
i f  you w i sh )  j u s t  what  t he  Bureau ha s  done ,  and what  your  
e n g i n e e r s  have co n c l u d ed ?  Of c o u r s e ,  I do n o t  want  t h i s  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  bu t  mere ly  to  h e l p  me t o  f o r m u l a t e  my own p o l i c y  
i n  t he  m a t t e r .

EEF:LD

S^ricerjBlÿ/ y o u r s ,
A FL. y  ¿y}

E. E. Fr ee  
Ed i t o r
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