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Bos ton, Mass.

Dear Dr. Drinker:

I an enclosing herewith a pamphlet on "Lead
Poisoning -~ Its Chief Causes", etc., which we have distributed
from the State Department of Health for a number of years
and have revised to July, 1923.

I found that I could not agree eatirely with
some O0f the opinions regarding what constitutes lead poisoning
as brought out at the reecent Pittsburgh Conference (April 20+th)
and hence this initiative on my part. I still believe many
persons are diagnosing this condition too frequently on a history
of exposure associated with almost sny sort of symptoms but
without specific enough findings to warrant a diagnosis of lead
poisoning. Lead absorption is a somewhat dif ferent matter and
I question whether it has any peculiar symptomatology, - it
wuld appear to be potential lead poisoning only. The cerebral
symptoms associated with tetraethyl lead poisoning have introduced
only an spparently new angle, I think, when we cousider the
symptoms and the historical llterature agsocia ted wi th acute lead
encephalopathy. 1 am sure I have seen cases similar to those
reported in the Bayway, N.J. and Dayton instsnces before tetraethyl
lead sppeared on the scene.

The thoughts in this pamphlet, mre, of course,
my own observations, which are open to full eridti¢ism by scientific
men at an il and ‘'which I shall be glad to change in any respect
upon convi, SUiWdMalondesiTe to better our mlletins for
publicity puigoses }in+Ohio as occasion indicates particularly as
we have been F&1 Rowing »themethods of diagnosis here described
(and with appa¥entivjus&ige, to all) in oompensatlng lead poisoning
cases for a number of years.

With kindest regards,

] Yo very sincerely,
Copy % - Pr. Ceéil X. Drinker

Dr. F. B, Flinn

Dr. Yandell Henderson

Dr. Robert A. Kehoe

Dr. W. J. McConnell

Dr. R. R. Sayezs




