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' SIONIVICANT AMEXICAN TIVESTIOATION OF CXILIBOCD PLINBIBN
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Ecalth there 1s an articls sntitled "Reoal Punctiocn Bubsequent

to (biidhood Flusbisw™. This conslats of & yeport of en icrestigation by Dr. Llayd
3. Tepper formarly vith the Barvard School of Public Bealth and pov with the U. 8,
Atamic Poargy Comiseion. Dr. Tepper's investigatiocn consisted of & follov-up of
165 subjects who bad been dlagnosed as haring plumbiss o8 chiléren in the Boston
area twenty to thirty-five years ago. Tbe purpose of his iovestizaticn wes to inquire
1nto the incidence of resal (kidney) discese emong this growp of formar lsed ceses.
Of the group of 165 subjects, Dr. Tepper suocesded 1n trecing 139 aod of these only
©oe 15 reported to bave died of chrocio repal disesse, asd could pot be sbovn
8 cconected vith 123. Datalled and thorough scrvening tests of remal functiom
were canducted oo A2 of the 139 subjects traced and no evidence of rensl Lspeirwent
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As those of us who are familiar vith the earlier Austrelisn work of Rye,
Henderscn ¢t al, performed in Quensland, will recognise, Dr. Tepper's work indtcatee
the exact opposite of that which vas rvported from Austrelis. PFor instance, Eendersca
reported that {n & followeup of A0) children sdnitted to 8 Queensland Bospital with a
diagnoetis of plumbiss, 163 41ed unler the ege of forty, and of the 165 deaths, 101
were attributed to paphritis or recal sclerceis. Nye, 10 &n earlier work, hed
reported an even higher percectage of Geaths from kidney Ciseass smcng Queensland
cases of similar history.

Therefore Tepper's vork becames, to our knovledgs, the firet report in the

- litersture to contravene completely the Austrelian work., It 1s true, of course, thad
the Austrelisn articlee have not been oorroboarated elsevbere in the vorld litersture
but Dov ve bave & report of & follow-up study vhich is simflar {n its choice of
subjects t0 thoss in Austrelis, and shich is st least ss thorough and careful 1in ite
methodology and vorimanship o8 that of its predecesscrs.

B8ince there Bas been a beltef that lsed results in kidney &smage end this
Delief bas been held by many mesbers of the wmedicel profession it 18 well for us to
Bave this documented refutation of such belfefe. In this respect, may I refer you
to the articlamntioned fn our last previous Bulletis Xo. 151 i which Dr, Saith also
TOPOrts on & follow-up of cbildren‘s leed cases and ia Mhiich vo 0linical edoormalities
wre found in uncompliosted polscoings after five years.
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