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Dear Xr. Sicpson! .

’ The first of the year Mr, Manfred Bowditch, formerl
Director of the Division of Oczupational Diseese of the liassachuset:
Depart=ent of Labor will Jjoin e es Dirsctor of our Fileld Division,
Eis help will perzit ne to devote more tize to ny proper function of
research and I howe then to be able to tackle oy proposed monograzh
asbestosis. I recret the delay gs puch s any one bdut in the meant!
I have been lezarning core 2bout the condition esnd have accusmulsnted s
fifteen more hu=an autopsy specizens Ifroa wuebec. “he inclusion of
this materisl should enhance the value of the report

( " I am writing oy friends in Industry about the follo
~ project to make ourselves wore useful. _

Durinpg the past twenty-five yeszrs our institution h
been faced with a steaclly increasing denand for inlorzation on
industrial diseases of the lunzs. We have carried on an extensive
prograd of research based upon the evidence of X-ray filz=s of the ch
autopsy studies of deceased workmen, studlies of incustrizl environme
and enizal experinments. We have tried to constitute ourselves a cle
house for inforzation on such conditions and have carried on a Progr
of education for phrsicians and-others who must be inforned to desl

then, .

‘To acconplicsh these purposes we have gradually as-
secbled a staff of gqualified specialists in various flelds, Thirtee
years 230 the.capacity of the Laboratory bulldings was doubled by tt
addition of the John Black Wing; a gift of ir. and Kras. Frank B, Bl:
of Yansfield, Ohioc. Today we are again overcrowded and the existing
staff hae barely room to work., W¥e are limited in the nuzber and ch:
of the new projects that can be undertatzen and yet ve are conetantly

being asked to do more. -

The acount of investigation still needed in this £
would seem unlinited but the nucber of ipstitutions equipped to hane
such problenms is small indeed, Aside froz the laberatories of the
Public Health Service in Eethesda and the Harvard School of Public !}

~ the biological aspects of industrial dlsease are receiving scant
atltention, .
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If the Seranac lLaboratory is to continue its usefulness
4ts fecilities nust s=in be increased; an addition to the bullding is -
essentlial and several more key men must be addéeéd to the research stafl,
Incope froo nevw projects vwill be adequate for maintenance but ve need
$100,000 to build and equip The proposed addition. Belng a tax exezpt
resezrch institution we cannot =zke & profit frono investigation and
therefore, cannot build up reserves. In this dilezeca I am turning to
oy friends in Industry to esk whether they vill help me ralse the
r.ecessary funds. Already I have received pledges froz five industries
aosunting to-$27,000 so that I have reasocn to feel optinmistic., If -
Industsy can help us to build a better workshop we will do our best to
solve its hzlth problens,

If tis proposel seens reasonable to you I would deeply
appreciate your btrinzing this matter to the attention of the oflliclals
_ of your cozpany with & recozmendation for a contribution to the bulldir
(' fund of the Ssranac laboratory. I hope that I may not be putting you
.- on the spot by zskins for eerly action before the tax laws change the
: Tirst of the year. I finally rezlized that I would not be able to see
you personzlly and an therefore, writing at this late date. ’

¥ith best regards,

- Eincerely ;ours,

.

Leroy U. Gardner, ¥. D. -
. ' D;rector
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