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Re: Johnson et al. Appoln. Ser, No, 178,352

Dear Mr, Laist:

Filed Decs 6, 1837 For "Method of
Producing Whnite Lead,"

Enclosed are two coples of an amendment just forward-

ed to the Patent Office in response to the Office action of May 12,

1938.

In preparing this amendment, we selected for prosecu-

tion a group of claims different from the group suggested by Mr,

Knox in his memorandum of June 9, 1938 and forwarded with your letter

of July 16, 1938,

The art which the Examiner had cited against

tke application was quite close and it scemed to us that the claims

which we selected for further prosecution provided the best sccpe of

protection that we can reasonably hope to secure for the invention,

Eclse

P

Very truly yours,

w. Lot

jw-—
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IN THE UNITED STATES :ATEMNT OFFICE
In re applicetion of :

Gunnard E. Johnson et nl: Wethod of Froducing hite

Filed Dec. &, 1937 : Lead,
Ser, lo, 178,357 :
Div, 56 Room 4725 ! NRew York, N.Y,, lov, 7, 1028,

Hon, Com:.issloner of Fatents,
%eehinugton, D, C,

8ir
In response to the "ffice action of iry 12,
1238, plesre amend the ebove=identified aprlicsetinn as
follows;
Cleim 2, line 13, after "incorporating*
ineert --hydroxyl ions--.
lines 13 and 14, strike out “an alknli
metnsl hydroxide® and substitute =--in an
amount surficient--,
Claim 4, line 13, after "anoclyte" insert =--a
sufficient ancunt of--,
Line 14, chenge *sgodium hydroxide" to
-=hydroxyl ions=-,
Cancel clnaims 1, 3, 6 to 10, and 1? to 22

wlthout prejudlce,

BEHARKS

_ Reconeiderstion of this applicatlon in its
smended tbrm ia respectfully requested. '

The clalime originanlly presented in the case
were rejected on the ground of undue ngltipllclty. with this
amendment applicnntehayareszricted the number of clalime
in the case to four, wiich number ie belleved not to be

. eXxegglve,

1.
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The clalms remaining in the oase, two of
which hrve been amended, were rejeoted as substantially
met by Johneon et al., and by Sperry.

Each of the olerime remaining in the case is
limited to a procees in which the catholyte is sudbjeoted
to excess cnrbonation, with the excess of carbonate so intro-
duced into the catholyte being coampeneated for by incorpora-
tion of hydroxyl ione in éurficient anount in the anolyte,
Thie procedure grsatly simplifies former known mathods, in
which control of carbonation of the catholyte had to be
governed with a high degree of acocuracy in order to inrsure
production o7 a white lead of uniform quality. The new cro-
cedure eliminates the necessity for accurate (and difficultly
governed) control over carbonation by providing for exocess
carbopaiion of the crtholyte and appropriate earlily regulated
additions ;o the anolyte, The advantages of the new prbceduﬁe
are fully pointed out in the sprecifiortion.

The Johneson et rl, patent does not disclose
or sugseet'the oclaimed procedure involving excees carbonation)
nor does the Sperry patent, In both of theee :atented pro-
ceases control over the compoeition of the product is
secured by careful control over the carbonation operati-n,
vhich is difficult to control. The Examiner's observation
that Sperry discloses control over the acidlty of the anolyte,
and that addition of alkeli to the aunolyte in the Johneon
et al. patent would be obvicus, does not affect "the patent-
abiliity of the claius because the‘olniml are specifically
limited to a procedure inveolving excess carbonation o; the

catholyte, Thls rrocedure is not suggested by iha refersnces,

2.
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The Jackeson et al. patent referred to 1in
_ the fourth paragraph of the Office action ié not identifieq,
but Judging from the Examiner's commente concerning it, 1t
secme to be directéd to a procesa involving Jjust what the
present invention 1s deelgned to avold, that is, acocurately
controlled deflcient carbonation. . ‘

The Roaénstein égteht eeames to have no bearing
on the patentability of the olaima, for it disclosee no ‘
more than the Kiown conversion of bicarbonate to carbonate
by meéns of an alkali, Alttough this reaction ie involved
in the present vrocess, it 1s not regnrded or clainmed per se
as new, The new and inventive feature of the nrocess ie
the proviﬁion of an effective procedure peormitting of easily
regulated excese carbonation of the catholyte in place of
hgretofore necessary aocurately and difficultly controlled
exact or deficlent carbrnation. This feature ie not discloseq
in any.reference,

It is believed that thie applléapion is in
condition to be passed to issue, and that all of the claixs
are patentable and should be allowed, Early allowance of

the application is therefore respectfully requested,

Respectfully submitted,

Attorneys for Applicants.
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